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COMMITTEE CHAMPIONSHIPS 2018

From: HEAD OF ENVIRONMENT & ESTATES

Date: 27 October 2015 Ref: TG/KW

1.0 Purpose of Report

1.1 To seek approval for North Lanarkshire's involvement in the European Sports
Championships in 2018 to be co−hosted by Glasgow and Berlin.

2.0 Background

2.1 The European Sports Championships is a new multi−sport event which brings
together the existing championships for some of the leading sports in Europe
including athletics, swimming and cycling.

2.2 The concept has been developed by the governing bodies of these sports, the
European federations, and is aimed at increasing the broadcast and
sponsorship opportunities available to an aggregated event.

2.3 Glasgow City Council and the Scottish Government have been working with
the federations and their management company, European Sports
Championships Management (ESCM), to develop the event, which will beco−hosted

in 2018 by Glasgow and Berlin.

2.4 The European Federations will partner with the European Broadcast Union,
the umbrella body for the free−to−air terrestrial bodies across Europe such as
the BBC, with more than 2,700 hours of programmes planned to a projected
audience of more than 850 million people.

2.5 Funded in the main part by the Scottish Government and Glasgow City
Council and aided by North Lanarkshire Council, the Championships will
allow us to build on the economic, sporting and social legacy achieved by
staging the Commonwealth Games in 2014.

2.6 A cultural, tourism and sporting partnership is also planned with Berlin.

3.0 The Championships

3.1 Glasgow and its partner authorities, including North Lanarkshire Council, will
host the European Championships for Swimming, Cycling, Triathlon, Rowing,
Golf and potentially gymnastics. Berlin will host athletics.



3.2 The first European Sports Championships will take place over a 12 day period
from the beginning of August 2018.

3.3 The event will bring around 2,900 athletes, as part of a total delegation of
8,200 with a further 1300 athletes competing in Berlin.

3.4 Rowing and Triathlon will be staged at Strathclyde Country Park, swimming
and cycling in Glasgow (diving in Edinburgh) and golf in Gleneagles.

3.5 This inaugural Championships event will represent a significant milestone in
European Sports being the first ever combined championships. Each
federation will deliver their event with co−ordinated central services being
delivered by the host cities and ESCM.

4.0 Benefits to North Lanarkshire

4.1 North Lanarkshire has been identified as a top level destination for staging of
world class sporting events based on a long track record of excellence in
delivery on a world stage.

4.2 North Lanarkshire has proved crucial in Glasgow's recent bids for world class
sporting events and is helping it maintain and consolidate its position as a
Top Ten World Sporting City.

4.3 Staging the Rowing and Triathlon events of these Championships provides
North Lanarkshire with an opportunity to sustain and enhance the sporting,
social, environmental and cultural legacy of the Commonwealth Games of
2014.

4.4 Partnering with Glasgow, Berlin and the Sport Governing Bodies of Europe
gives the opportunity to build economic, business and cultural links across the
core market of Europe with the tourism and services sector particularly
benefitting. North Lanarkshire will also be promoted by broadcast across the
continent.

4.5 The Championships will help to build on the increasing numbers of North
Lanarkshire residents taking part in sporting activities and build on the work
which has seen, for example, a more than doubling of participation in sports
and leisure activities in the last decade.

4.6 There will be an opportunity to work with cultural partners across Scotland,
the UK and Europe to create a European Cultural Festival in partnership with
Berlin.

4.7 Social benefits in hosting the Championships will include the continued
promotion of volunteering, youth and school engagement, inclusive
community engagement and the promotion of civic pride.

5.0 Governance

5.1 The Championships will be run by the European Federations, their national
counterparts and the host cities.



5.2 The highest level of governance will be provided by a European
Championships Board co−chaired by the Presidents of European Athletics
and European Swimming.

5.3 There will be a Hosting Executive chaired by Glasgow City Council. North
Lanarkshire will join the Scottish Government, other local authority partners
and relevant stakeholders on this principle strategic decision making body for
the Championships.

6.0 Financial Implications

6.1 The estimated net budget for staging the Championships, at 2018 prices, is
£90 million, including contingency. The Scottish Government will contribute
70% of the budget with the remainder coming from Glasgow City Council.

6.2 North Lanarkshire would require to meet some capital costs for the upgrading
of the Finish Tower of the rowing course in Strathclyde Country Park to EISA
Grade A standard.

6.3 The total cost is estimated to be £630K with a 50% match funding contribution
secured from Sportscotland leaving a capital requirement of £31 5K. The
funding proposals in relation to this commitment will be identified in a further
paper to the Environmental Services Committee.

6.4 There would be further investment in the rowing and triathlon courses to
upgrade:

Front concourse
Start tower
Start fingers
Aligneur's hut
Rowing course
Timing huts
Presentation jetties
Regatta phone system
PA system

This would total £361K to be paid for from the European Sports
Championships event budget.

6.5 The World Rowing body FISA have stated that the above improvements will
keep Strathclyde at a World Class venue standard for the next 30 years.
Levelling the front concourse will allow a Triathlon transition area to be built
without the costly and disruptive construction of a raised platform as delivered
for the Commonwealth Games.

6.6 Additionally, there would be income for event hire costs for Strathclyde Park
of £80K to £100K dependent on options required. This is also allowed for
within the ESC event budget.

7.0 RECOMMENDATION

7.1 A further paper on North Lanarkshire Council funding proposals will be
presented to a future Environmental Services Committee.



7.2 That approval is given to host the Rowing and Triathlon events of the
European Sports Championships 2018.

Kenneth Wilson
Head of Environment and Estates

For further information on any comments contained in this response please contact:

Mr K Wilson,
Head of Environment and Estates
Regeneration and Environmental Services
North Lanarkshire Council
Civic Centre
Motherwell
MLI lAB
Direct Line: 01236 632655
e−mail: wilsonk(ãnorthlan.gov.uk


