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I Introduction

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide the learning and leisure services committee
with details of the proposed service specification agreement with clubsportnl and to
seek approval for the associated funding.

2 Background

2.1 The Role of clubsportnl

Clubsportnl is a North Lanarkshire organisation comprising all of the former sports
councils within North Lanarkshire. It provides a 'one stop shop' to support the
voluntary sport sector. The organisation assists its member clubs to achieve their
aims and objectives through the provision of a wide range of services.

The strategic aims of clubsportnl are to:

• provide a range of general grants to members in respect of development,
competition and equipment;

• provide financial support to talented athletes to compete at international
competitions via scholarships;

• provide access to reduced cost transport i.e. mini−buses and vans;
• utilise clubsportnl's website to highlight and promote members;
• provide access to a full range of equipment (free of charge for members);
• create club links with North Lanarkshire Leisure's team of Sports

Development Officers and Active Schools Co−ordinators;
• support member's activities (festivals, competitions, open days, come and

try etc.);
• provide marketing support and promotional materials;
• support a wide range of member sport specific development plans;
• provide free generic training opportunities for members such as first aid and

child protection;
• communicate information on external funding and provide support to access

potential funding;
• continue to organise, promote and deliver the annual clubsportnl half

marathon;
• improve the governance of local organisations by providing support, advice,

information and training, and



raise the awareness of clubsportnl and the community learning and
development service to ensure that the wider community are both supported
and recognised.

2.3 Historically each of the three former sports councils within North Lanarkshire received
an annual grant of £4,200 and the North Lanarkshire Sports Council Executive
received an annual grant of £1,400. In recent years clubsportnl replaced the Sports
Councils and the Executive, with funding continuing to be allocated by the Council via
Learning and Leisure Services.

3 Corporate Considerations

3.1 Financial Implications

3.1.1 clubsportnl Service Specification

Given the organisation's distinct role within North Lanarkshire, Learning and Leisure
Services has developed a Service Specification Agreement which sets out services
to be provided by clubsportnl. The services specified support both the Council's and
the Community Planning Partnership's priorities in respect of the Single Outcome
Agreement. The following services will be provided by clubsportnl and monitored by
the Council on an annual basis:

• the provision of small grants to member organisations in respect of development,
competition and equipment;

• the provision of financial support to talented athletes to compete at international
competitions via scholarships;

• access, for members, to reduced cost transport;
• free generic training opportunities for members, and
• support for member organisations to improve their governance through the

provision of information, advice and training.

3.2 It is proposed that the council allocate £14,000 to clubsportnl (linked to the
requirements outlined in the service specification), for 2015−2016.

4 Recommendations

The learning and leisure services committee is recommended to approve funding to
clubsportnl of £14,000 for the financial year 2015/16.
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For further information please contact:

Lizanne McMurrich, Head of Education Skills and Lifelong Learning on 01236 812338
Barbara Philliben, Community Learning and Inclusion Manager on 01236 812526


