
AGENDA ITEM Not u..
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL

REPORT

To: LEARNING AND LEISURE SERVICES Subject: REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL
COMMITTEE ASSISTANCE FROM COATBRIDGE

INDOOR BOWLING CLUB
From: HEAD OF EDUCATION (SKILLS &

LIFELONG LEARNING)

Date: 20 October 2015 I Ref: LMcM/SW/EW

Introduction

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide information on a request for funding received
from Coatbridge Indoor Bowling Club to support the staging of the Under 25's World
Bowling Championships and to seek approval for an ad hoc payment of an award of
up to £6,000 to be made towards the costs of hosting the championships.

2 Background

2.1 Coatbridge Indoor Bowling Club

Coatbridge Indoor Bowling Club was formed in 1971. The club operate its activities
from Quarry Street in Coatbridge. The club has a membership of approximately 350.
During the 1970's and 1980's the club hosted the World Indoor Bowls Championship.
The event subsequently moved to another venue. More recently, and due to their
previous working relationship, the World Indoor Bowls Council approached the Club
with a view to hosting the Under 25's World Indoor Bowling Championship from the
8th t o 1 1 t h December 2015.

3 Considerations

3.1 Under 25's World Indoor Bowling Championship 2015

The championships will attract around 24 participants and their supporters from
throughout the world as well as spectators from throughout Scotland. It is anticipated
that the event would have a positive effect on the local economy and attract media
attention.

The club has identified the total cost of hosting the event as £13,000. To date,
£7,000 has been secured; £5,500 from the Club's own resources and £1,500 from
Awards for All. Sponsorship is being sought from local businesses on an ongoing
basis. In addition, the club has already secured funding from WREN for a new carpet
which will be laid prior to the event.

The £13,000 budget will cover the cost of accommodation for players, transport,
officials, staff and seating.



The club anticipate that hosting the event will promote the sport of indoor bowling
within the local area and have planned to hold taster sessions after the event. It is
hoped that this will increase the club's membership and in turn have a positive impact
on the number of young people participating in local bowling clubs.

The Council provided support to the organisation during the bid process for the event
by offering the following support should the bid provesuccessful:−•

design and print of programmes for the event; and
• Council photographer for promotional photography.

4 Corporate Considerations

4.1 Financial Implications

Coatbridge Indoor Bowling Club has requested funding of up to £6,000 towards the
cost of hosting the event. It should be noted that if additional sponsorship is secured
this would result in a reduction in the Council's contribution. Any funding award
agreed would be on this basis.

As this request does not meet the criteria for any of the existing grant schemes, apart
from community grants where the maximum award is only £1,000, Learning and
Leisure Services will meet the request for £6,000 by way of an ad hoc payment from
within its budget.

5 Recommendation

The Learning and Leisure Services Committee is asked to approve an ad hoc
payment of up to £6,000 to Coatbridge Indoor Bowling Club to support the staging of
the under 25's World Indoor Bowling Championship.
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