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INTRODUCTION

1.1 This report is to update Committee on the recent announcement for changing eligibility
thresholds for pupils for Education Maintenance Allowances (EMA). The Scottish Government
has informed local authorities of changes to the income thresholds used in assessing EMA
applications which will take effect from 1 January 2016. Details of these changes are given
below:

Current income New income
thresholds up to 31 thresholds from I

December 2015 January 2016

Households with only 1 Income up to Income up to
student in full−time education £20,351 £24,421

Households with 2 or more Income up to Income up to
students in full−time £22,403 £26,884
education (including older
children in college or
university, up to the age of
25)

1.2 The Service currently processes approximately 2000 EMA applications, in a school year. In
2014/15 payments of £1,435,590 were made to pupils. The full cost is recovered from the
Scottish Government along with administrative costs. Pupils are paid £30 per week, when they
meet the terms of their learning agreement which relates to attainment, attendance, and
behavior.

1.3 At this time, it is unclear how many new applications will be eligible under the new thresholds.
Therefore, the Service will require to monitor the increase in the number of applications and
may be required to review the staffing arrangements within the EMA Section.



2. IMPLEMENTATION AND MANAGEMENT ACTIONS:

2.1 Pupils can apply for an EMA under the new thresholds from 26 October 2015. To ensure
parents/guardians, pupils and schools are aware of these changes, the Service has taken the
followingaction:−1.

School staff have been advised of the change to the thresholds and advised to discuss
these changes with pupils at school assemblies and include information in school
newsletters.

2. Letters have been sent to parents/guardians of all age eligible pupils to advise them of the
changes.

3. Amended application forms have been sent to schools and First Stop Shops.
4. Posters advertising the new thresholds have been circulated to schools, First Stop Shops

and Libraries.
5. Information on the new thresholds has been included on the Council website and

messages will be put onto Twitter and Facebook.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1 The Learning and Leisure Services committee is asked tonote:−(i)

the changes to the thresholds introduced for EMAs from January 2016; and
(ii) the actions taken by the Service to ensure effective implementation of these changes,

from 1 January 2016, as described in this report.
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