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Purpose of Report 

This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on the progress made on the 
Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan and the status of the projects and initiatives contained 
therein. 

Background 

The Airdrie Town Centre Action plan was approved by North Lanarkshire Council’s 
Economic Regeneration Committee in March 2005 as a multi-agency and wide ranging 
approach for the regeneration process in Airdrie Town Centre. 

2006/2007 saw the completion of the second year of the approved long-term Action Plan for 
Airdrie Town Centre. Environment Services will continue to build on the successes that 
have been achieved. The following is an update on the individual projects contained within 
Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan which are under development: 

Airdrie Town Centre Environmental Improvements (Phase 3) 
Work was completed on this element of the overall Town Centre programme in early 2007. 
The widened footways, pedestrian barriers and enhanced lighting have been well received 
with particularly positive comments regarding the new street lighting. This brings the 
investment in the first three phases of townscape improvements to almost f 3  million. 

Airdrie Town Centre Environmental Improvements (Phase 4) 
The resurfacing of the footways on Buchanan Street and Hallcraig Street was completed in 
early 2007. Where possible footways have been widened, to allow pedestrians to move 
about more easily, vehicle accesses brought up to modern standards and kerbing replaced. 
Following the positive comments regarding the phase 3 street lighting scheme will be 
extended to these streets. 

Airdrie Business Centre 
The f 5  million Airdrie Business Centre was opened by H.R.H. The Duke of Wessex, in April 
2007 and is the subject of a marketing initiative, through the Lanarkshire Brand, as a 
business location for growing local companies, particularly those in the service sector. The 
Centre’s meeting and conference rooms have full audio visual and data projection facilities 
and can be rented for meetings as well as being available to tenants of the building. 

Streetscape Design Works 
The f 180,000 contract to renew and replace paths and landscaping between the Business 
Centre and the Hallcraig Street Car Park was completed in early 2007. This project has 
improved the setting for the building and made access from the Hallcraig Street car park to 
the Business Centre more direct while also making the paths more user friendly for the 
disabled and people with young children in prams. 
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3. 

Airdrie to Bathqate Rail Line 
Royal assent was recently granted for this f300 million investment in re-opening and dual 
tracking the rail line between Airdrie and Bathgate. This development will give the people of 
Airdrie a direct rail link to Edinburgh and see additional stations and substantial 
improvements to Airdrie Station. Preparatory work will commence on the project in the very 
near future. 

Airdrie Resource Centre 
Scottish Executive approval for the investment of almost f25  million in this development 
was recently received and discussions with the Health Board and a private developer, are 
nearing a conclusion and it is expected that proposals for the Centre will be formally 
submitted in the near future. The centre will offer health and social services in a purpose 
built environment within the Town Centre, combined with new retail and general office 
space. 

Car Parkinq Enhancement 
Consultants have been appointed to finalise proposals for the development of additional car 
parking within the town centre, particularly on the former gasholder site utilising money from 
the vacant and derelict land fund. This will provide much needed public car parking readily 
accessible to South Bridge Street for people entering the Town Centre from the north and 
accessible to Graham Street via the improved footpath network at the Business Centre. 

Traffic Modelling 
The completion of the Airdrie Coatbridge Traffic Model will permit scenario testing for a 
range of potential improvements to the town's road network. 

Summary 

3.1 The completion of projects and initiatives identified within the Airdrie Town Centre Action 
Plan during 2006107 amounted to an investment of almost f7M. Over the course of this 
next financial year, the remaining short-term and medium-term projects currently underway 
will be developed towards implementation and at the same time the long-term aspirations of 
the Action Plan will be progressed including those being promoted by partner agencies. 

4. Reco m me n dat i o n s 

4.1 It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan. 

Patrick J Kelly \J 
HEAD OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact Gordon Laing on 
01236616478 

(22nd May 2007) 
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