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Subject: Traffic Issues Airdrie 
AlRDRlE TOWN CENTRE 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR FURTHER 
TRAFFIC IMPROVEMENTS 

The purpose of this report is to advise the Partnership of the works being undertaken to improve 
the traffic and parking management conditions issues in the town centre. 

Background 

Previous studies had been undertaken into the operation of the town centre. This resulted in 
plans and schedules to promote traffic orders. These comprised pedestrianisation of Graham 
Street during the day, reversal of one way flows to make the signals at the cross more efficient 
and various locations for taxi ranks. A preliminary consultation exercise commenced which 
resulted in objections which were discussed at the town centre forum and no consensus was 
reached. It was then decided to postpone and review the order to ensure that the town centre 
works were received favourably and in view of the then emerging health centre which is now 
the business centre. This was reported to the Airdrie Area Committee on 15 November 2005. 

In the mean time orders have been promoted to deal specifically with Cairnhill Road/Broomknoll 
StreeWictoria Place and signals at the top cross are being refurbished along with new signals 
being installed at the access to the business centre. Gartlea bridge has also been replaced 
with associated widening to footways. A new bus lay-by and footway link has been provided on 
the south side of Weavers Road. In addition to the above roads have been in contact with 
licensing to identify possible taxi rank locations in the town centre. 

Not withstanding the above there is a recognition that existing waiting and loading restrictions 
are difficult to understand and enforce. There are several traffic regulation orders covering the 
area each with different times and types of restrictions. Enforcement requires monitoring 
vehicles for some time before action can be taken. 

The existing enforcement regime has led to parking in areas that should be available for 
shoppers to load from. The lack of space for loading results in vehicles circling the town centre 
looking for spaces. All of this results in much more vehicle movement than there should be to 
the detriment of the pedestrians. 

There are also still benefits to be gained from part time pedestrianisation of Graham Street 
which are worthy of reconsideration. 
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Proposals 

As the town centre improvement works are now sufficiently advanced work can commence 
again on the consideration of traffic proposals for the town centre. This work will involve 
discussions with various bodies and it is intended to have finalised proposals for public 
consultation by the end of the year. 

It is proposed to have one traffic regulation order to cover the town centre with the minimum 
number of different types of restrictions to ensure that the restrictions are easily understood. 
The restrictions are likely to be; 

no waiting no loading areas -were vehicles stopping would be a danger 
0 loading areas - restricted to goods vehicles to ensure that they remain free for their use 
0 disabled parking - to ensure adequate facilities for disabled 

limited waiting areas - to ensure that there is always space available on street for cars 
0 part time pedestrianisation of Graham Street 

provision of taxi ranks 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 It is recommended that the Partnership note the content of this report and that further reports 
will be brought to the partnership as work progresses. It is also intended that the partnership will be 
consulted as part of the preliminary consultations process. 

Graham MacKay 
HEAD OF ROADS & TRANSPORTATION 

22 May 2006 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, Alex Ramsay, 
on01236812368 
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