
EXCERPT OF MINUTE OF MEETING OF NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL JOINT NEGOTIATING
COMMITTEE FOR TEACHING STAFF HELD ON 20 APRIL 2005

EDUCATION 2010 PROGRAMME − SCHOOL CLOSURES, AMALGAMATIONS AND
RELOCATIONS − STAFFING POLICY FOR TEACHING STAFF

4. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Note of the meeting of this Committee held on 20 March 2002,
there was submitted a paper by the Director of Education (1) referring to the agreement between the
Council and the Teachers' Professional Associations on procedures to deal with staffing issues arising
from school amalgamations and closures under the Education 2010 Programme; (2) advising that, in
terms of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 2003 (Principal Teacher) Order 2003, local authorities
had discretion to suspend the requirement to advertise Principal Teacher posts nationally until
February 2007, and (3) proposing that, in relation to the Education 2010 Programme, the Council
should exercise its discretion and suspend the advertisement of posts of Principal Teacher on a
national basis to restrict, in the first instance, the filling of posts of Principal Teacher in new
management structures of amalgamating schools.

For the authority, the Depute Director of Education referred to informal consultations with the Trade
Union representatives on the issue and also to discussions at meetings of the Working Group on
Closures and Amalgamations.

Thereon, the Joint Union Side (1) referred to plans by the Scottish National Committee for Teachers
(SNCT) to issue guidance on the subject, and (2) indicated that they were willing to accept the
Council's proposals to suspend the requirement to advertise posts of Principal Teachers nationally in
respect of closures and amalgamation of schools under the Education 2010 Programme, (a) on the
understanding that where the holder of a promoted post did not obtain a comparable post in the
merged school he/she may be transferred to an unpromoted post, and (b) subject to the situation
being reviewed in light of guidance from the SNCT on the subject at a future meeting of the
Committee.

The Committee agreed that, in relation to the Education 2010 Programme, the requirement to
advertise posts of Principal Teacher nationally until February 2007 be suspended, (1) on the
understanding that where the holder of a promoted post did not obtain a comparable post in the
merged school he/she may be transferred to an unpromoted post, and (2) subject to the issue being
reviewed in light of guidance from the SNOT at future meeting of the Committee.
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