
Note of Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on
Monday 19th October 2015 in the Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, Stepps.

Present: Councillors Ken Maxwell (Chair), Rob Stuart (Vice−Chair), Marvyn Mackay
(Secretary), Edoardo Ceresa, Stewart Donald and Grenfell Lang

In attendance: Councillor Brian Wallace, NLC and PC Steve Low and PC Mark .........Police Scotland.
Public: 30 persons
Apologies: Councillors, Ewan and Carol Graham, Frances McAveety and lain

MacGregor; Cllr Frances McGlinchey, NLC; Clare Adamson, Elaine Smith,
Margaret Mitchell, Siobhan McMahon, Margaret McCulloch and John
Wilson, MSP's and Alyn Smith, MEP.

1.0 Opening Remarks /introductions
1.1 Ken Maxwell, Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked all for their

attendance.
2.0 Apologies
2.1 Marvyn Mackay advised that apologies had been received as noted above.
3.0 Community Policing
3.1 Ken Maxwell welcomed Police Officers from Police Scotland and invited them to address

the Meeting.
3.2 PC Low reported that there had been 100 calls to Police Scotland in the last period but

only 11 were of a criminal nature. 5 of these had resulted in charges, 3 of which were
Road Traffic offences. The others were theft of cars or the contents of vehicles. These
were opportunistic crimes and local residents should be vigilant in locking cars and
homes, ensuring keys are not left out in open view. There had been an incident of
exposure by an adult but the matter had been dealt with and the person involved
questioned.

3.3 Concerns were raised about parking in Cardowan Drive and Nicolson Court by drivers
using the railway station with their vehicles being irresponsibly and possibly illegally
parked all day causing obstruction, inconvenience and a possible danger to pedestrians
and other road users. This is an ongoing problem of which Police Scotland were aware
and the Police Officers had been dealing with a similar problem at the entrance to
Cardowan Drive from Cumbernauld Road. Marvyn Mackay said he had received a
number of complaints from local residents and correspondence from another. He knew
that Cllr Wallace and Clii McGlinchey had been in contact with the various agencies and
there had been site visits with the Police and Roads Department in attendance. Cllr Brian
Wallace added that he had met with Chief Inspector Paul Rose and warning notices were
put on a few cars which helped for a short time but was not the solution. The Roads
Engineer had been out and had agreed to redo the road markings and add some
additional white lines at the entrance to Nicolson Court in an attempt to deter parking at
this location. The Roads Engineer did not think yellow lines would help and it would take
some time to have the relevant orders put in place. The longer term solution being
investigated by NLC was the provision of additional off−street parking at the site of the
former Parochial Hall, but negotiations with the Diocese of Motherwell seemed to have
stalled at the present time.

3.4 Speeding on Lenzie Road, particularly on the Brae entering and leaving Stepps was
another issue raised and PC Low said he would ask that this site be targeted with
portable speed cameras.



3.5 Further questions were raised about vehicles obstructing the pavement in various
locations and the Police said that they would only take action where most or almost the
entire pavement was blocked such that a wheelchair or buggy could not pass.

3.6 Another issue was raised regarding parking on the cycle lanes which had come up
before and a few tickets were issued but the problem is ongoing. The main problem here
is that the cycle lanes have not been adopted by NLC.

3.7 Ken Maxwell thanked the Police Officers for attending the Meeting, giving their Report
and answering the questions raised.
In view of the large number of local residents present, Ken Maxwell asked that the
Agenda be re−arranged to take the next three items at this point. Council agreed.

4.0 Stepps Hockey Park
4.1 Ken Maxwell, Chair noted that there were a large number of local residents present due

to concerns about the use of Stepps Hockey Park by Clyde FC. This had arisen because
local residents using the park for walking their dogs had been approached by persons
purporting to be representatives of Clyde FC saying that Clyde FC were taking over the
pitches and the pavilion and local residents would no longer be able to use the park.
These conversations had been less than courteous and some local residents felt
intimidated and anxious by these encounters. In addition, CCTV cameras and
floodlighting had been installed on the Pavilion and the notices suggested it was being
monitored by Clyde PC and a Security Firm although the building is owned by NLC.

4.2 ClIr Brian Wallace said that he been made aware of these issues and had himself met
with people who appeared to be from Clyde FC when he had visited the Park and
Pavilion recently. This meeting was less than amicable with Cur Wallace being
challenged as to his right to be making enquiries. He had since written to the Chief
Executive NLC and NL Leisure seeking answers to a number of issues but so far he had
not had a response as he understood these persons were on holiday last week.
However, he was able to reassure local residents that there had been no change of
ownership of the Park, any changes in the use of the park and particularly the building of
any additional structures such as fences would require planning consent and no planning
application had been submitted.

4.3 There followed a lengthy and detailed discussion in which a number of local residents
expressed their concern about the way they and others had been spoken to by persons
claiming to be representatives of Clyde FC. Another had written to the Chief Executive of
Clyde FC seeking clarification of the issues and was awaiting a response. It was noted
that the park is not let to full capacity and has over a number of years since the Hockey
Club stopped using it, been under used in terms of formal lets. It was also reported that
during the school holidays last week, there had been football teams using the park every
day. Ken Maxwell in summarising the discussion said that there were a number of issues
to which answers were required from NLC, NL Leisure, Clyde FC. Clir Brian Wallace
agreed to ensure these issues were addressed. He had asked for a meeting with NL
Leisure and if and when this was set up, he would invite someone from the Community
Council to attend. Ken Maxwell said that in the meantime, local residents should note
any concerns, record particular incidents, send complaints and raise issues of concern
with NL Leisure. It was also agreed that the Council would submit a request to'Stepps−on−the−Level

for a Community News item to be included in the next edition and that a
letter would be sent to NL Leisure on behalf of the Council on this matter. It was also
suggested that Freedom of Information requests be submitted to NLC and NL Leisure
seeking clarification of ownership, negotiations between Clyde FC and NL Leisure and of
any agreements/contracts between these parties as to current and future use of the
Park.
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5.0 Local Government Boundary Change Request
5.1 A local resident from Crowwood Grange, Bellway/Miller Homes recent development,

reported that he and a number of neighbours had written the Local Government
Boundary Commission seeking a review of the boundary in this neighbourhood so that
the area would transfer from Glasgow City Council to North Lanarkshire Council. This
was similar to a successful application made for earlier developments in Crowwood
Grange which straddled the border and generally for the same reasons, education and
local service provision, community attachment, local ties and interests all looking to North
Lanarkshire and Stepps area in particular rather than Easterhouse in Glasgow to which
there was no direct access, only a long circuitous route through North Lanarkshire. He
was seeking the support of the Council for this application to the Boundary Commission
and this was agreed.

6.0 Bluebell Park
6.1 A local resident raised the issue of the waste bins in the Blue Bell Park which were

overflowing on a regular basis and as there were no tops on them, they were being
scavenged by the birds with the contents being spread all over the park. He asked if bird
proof bins could be supplied and perhaps additional bins next to the benches in the park
and at the War Memorial. ClIr Wallace said he would speak to the Parks Department on
this matter.

7.0 Treasurer's Report
7.1 In the absence of the Treasurer there was no Report but it was assumed that the

balance in account remained similar to last month at around £2,800 as no one was
aware of any recent expenditure.

8.0 Secretary's report
8.1 Marvyn Mackay reported on correspondence received.
8.2 Letter from North Lanarkshire Council enclosing copies of Minutes of meetings of the

Council, Committees and Sub−Committees to be submitted to the Council on 1st October
2015. Noted.

8.3 Various e−mails from a local resident regarding parking issues in Nicolson Court and
Cardowan Drive. These issues had been discussed earlier other than a comment in this
correspondence that some drivers were being abusive to local residents when speaking
to them about parking and possible unsafe driving as they drove into Nicolson Court at
some speed on a single lane on the approach to the station. Marvyn Mackay said that he
had replied to this correspondence and kept the local resident informed of ongoing
developments but, as noted above the main issues remain unresolved.

8.4 e−mail from Digital Scotland advising the Council of various course being held to
encourage digital engagement by Community Councils. Unfortunately none of the
courses were local and presented practical problems in attending.

8.5 Letter from North Lanarkshire Licensing Board in relation to an application for variation of
premises licence by Whitbread Group plc in respect of Brewers Fayre and Premier Inn at
Buchanan Gate. As none of the changes appeared unreasonable or controversial and
the premises were not adjacent to any residential housing, it was agreed no objections
would be lodged by the Council.

9.0 Planning Matters
9.1 Rob Stuart submitted a list of outstanding planning applications up to 1 9 t October 2015

which included 3 new applications all for residential house extensions, none of which
appeared contentious or required any action by the Council. Rob advised that the Report
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and been reconfigured to put new applications at the top with updates below and
determined applications deleted.

9.2 Local Development Plan: The next stage following the receipt of comments on the Main
Issues Report, would be NLC's response to these comments which would be in a draft
plan expected to be published early in 2016 when there would be further consultation
and the opportunity for comment.

10.0 Any other business
10.1 Street Lighting: A local raised the matter of numerous streetlights not working between

Crowwood and Hornshill Roundabout. This made the road dark and possibly dangerous.
Marvyn Mackay said that he had reported this matter to NLC via Northline and he
understood it would be attended to as NLC had contacted him in response to another
enquiry on the same day concerning Cumbernauld Road, Millerston and these lights had
since been repaired. He encouraged local residents to use Northline to report faults.

10.2 A number of local residents raised questions regarding the Council's website which is
currently not up to date and the contact route is not clear on the main pages. The
Secretary explained the problem with the site being down for some time and he had not
been able to update it during the summer nor since. It was now up and running again
and he would get it up to date as soon as possible. He would also look at the contact
route and the possibility of an e−mail link to the Secretary being put on the Home Page.

11.0 Date of Next Meeting
11.1 Monday 16th November 2015 at 7.30pm in Stepps Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way,

Stepps.
12.0 Close
12.1 The meeting closed with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair
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