
AIRDRIE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP - 31 May 2007 

Airdrie, 31 May 2007 at 7 pm. 

A Meeting of the AlRDRlE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP 

PRESENT 

Bob Smith and Elaine Tocock, Airdrie and Villages Community Forum; Councillor Morgan, Convener; 
Councillors Cameron, M. Coyle, S. Coyle, Fagan, Logue, J. Love, J. McGuigan and Stocks, North Lanarkshire 
Council, and Chief Inspector J. Sweeney, Strathclyde Police. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Morgan (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Susan Mitchell, Administrative Officer, (Committee and Civic Government Services) and Lesley Deverick, 
Committee Officer, Corporate Services; Sandie MacKay, Community Regeneration Manager, Chief Executive's 
Office; Ronnie McBride, Production Services Manager, Finance and Customer Services; Graham McKay, Head 
of Roads and Transportation; Alex Ramsay, Traffic and Transportation Team Leader, and Gordon Laing, Senior 
Planning Officer, Environmental Services and Sergeant Gavin Aitken, Strathclyde Police. 

APOLOGIES 

Owen Watters, NHS Lanarkshire and Steve Parr, Strathclyde Fire and Rescue. 

AlRDRlE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP AND AREA COMMITTEE - MINUTES 

1. There were submitted the Minutes of the meetings of the Airdrie Local Area Partnership and Area 
Committee held on 13 March 2007. 

Decided: that the Minutes be noted. 

COMM U NlTY COUNCIL MINUTES 

(1) GLENMAVIS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

2, There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of Glenmavis Community Council held on 4 April 
2007. 

Decided: that the Minute be noted. 

(2) GREENGAIRS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

3. There were submitted the Minutes of the meetings of Greengairs Community Council held on 8 and 
18 February 2007. 

Decided: that the Minutes be noted. 
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AlRDRlE AND VILLAGES COMMUNITY FORUM - REQUEST FOR INFORMATION REGARDING 
DEBT IN THE AlRDRlE AND VILLAGES AREA 

4. In response to an issue raised by the Airdrie and Villages Community Forum in respect of the 
increase in levels of debt within households in the Airdrie and villages area, there was submitted a 
paper (tabled) by the Chief Executive, North Lanarkshire Council (1) intimating that there had been an 
increase in the number of residents of Airdrie using the Council's money advice services in recent 
years; (2) providing details of funding made available by the Council to service providers across North 
Lanarkshire to help and support those with debt difficulties, and (3) listing the services available within 
the Airdrie area. 

Arising from discussion thereon, the Community Regeneration Manager, North Lanarkshire Council 
suggested that the North Lanarkshire Advice Forum could work in consultation with the Citizens' 
Advice Bureau and local debt forums to provide a presentation on debt issues and of the services 
available to assist those with debt problems for submission to a future meeting of the Local Area 
Partnership. 

Decided: that the Local Regeneration Manager liaise with North Lanarkshire Advice Forum, the 
Citizens' Advice Bureau and local debt forums to prepare a presentation for submission 
at a future meeting of the Local Area Partnership. 

STRATHCLYDE POLICE REPORT 

5. There was submitted a report by Strathclyde Police regarding police issues in respect of the various 
Wards in the Airdrie and villages area and of the action deployed to alleviate those issues for the 
period from 1 March to 30 April 2007. 

Arising from discussion thereon, reference was made to the continuing problem of the misuse of 
quad/trail bikes and it was suggested that a representative from the Procurator Fiscal's Office be 
invited to attend a future meeting of the Local Area Partnership to discuss the role of the Procurator 
Fiscal in relation to the retention and the return of quadhail bikes, which had previously been seized 
by Strathclyde Police. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

that the report be noted, and 

that a representative from the Procurator Fiscal's Office be invited to attend a future meeting 
of the Local Area Partnership to discuss the role of the Procurator Fiscal in relation to the 
retention and the return of trail bikes which had previously been seized by Strathclyde Police. 

STRATHCLYDE FIRE AND RESCUE - FIRE REACH AT AlRDRlE 

6. There was submitted a report by Strathclyde Fire and Rescue (1) advising that Strathclyde Fire and 
Rescue would be providing a Fire Reach Course for six pupils from St. Philip's Residential School, 
Plains, commencing on the first week of June 2007, for the purpose of offering training and 
development opportunities for young people to encourage them to make the most of their physical 
and mental capacities to enable them to become more responsible, safer and caring members of their 
communities, and (2) intimating that, thereafter, the Service would provide 10 one week courses and 
2 Fire Reach Courses in mainstream schools within North Lanarkshire. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 
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LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 

7. With reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of this Local Area Partnership held on 
13 March 2007, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 May 2007 by the Head of Planning 
and Development, North Lanarkshire Council (1) providing details of the investment which had been 
made in the Airdrie and villages area through the Local Development Programme which culminated in 
15 projects which had either been completed or were progressing; (2) intimating that consideration 
was currently being given to a number of new proposals in terms of their cost and feasibility, details of 
which were set out in the Appendix to the report: (3) indicating that details of those proposals would 
be finalised over the next few weeks and that consultations would ensue with local community groups, 
Elected Members and interested organisations thereon, prior to implementation to ensure that the 
projects would meet local aspirations and objectives, and (4) stating that the Small Communities 
Programme may also be used to support projects of the Council and partner agencies which meet the 
Programme's criteria. 

Decided: 

(4) 

that the progress of the projects contained within the Appendix to the report be noted; 

that it be noted that consideration was currently being given to a number of new proposals in 
terms of their cost and feasibility; 

that the Head of Planning and Development, North Lanarkshire Council, prepare a progress 
report on the delivery of the projects or on any alteration to the Local Development 
Programme, for submission to a future meeting of the Local Area Partnership; 

that the Local Regeneration Manager, in consultation with the Head of Planning and 
Development, North Lanarkshire Council, prepare a report (a) clarifying the datatone areas in 
the Airdrie and villages area, and (b) the implications should the Scottish Executive cease 
funding for datazone areas after 2008, for submission to the next meeting of the Local Area 
Partnership, and 

that former Department of Planning and Environment be commended on the good work which 
had been carried out to date in respect of the Local Development Programme in the Airdrie 
and villages area. 

AIRDRIE TOWN CENTRE OPPORTUNITIES FOR FURTHER TRAFFIC IMPROVEMENTS 

8. There was submitted a report dated 22 May 2006 by the Head of Roads and Transportation, North 
Lanarkshire Council (I) advising of works to be undertaken to improve the traffic and parking 
management conditions within Airdrie town centre; (2) outlining the background in respect of previous 
studies which had been undertaken into the operation of the town centre, and of the ensuing plans 
and schedules to promote Traffic Regulation Orders; (3) intimating that as the town centre 
improvement works were now sufficiently advanced, further consideration should now be given to 
traffic management proposals for the town centre; (4) indicating that such work would involve 
discussions with various organisations, and that it was intended that finalised proposals would be 
available for public consultation by the end of 2007; (5) suggesting, in the meantime, that 
consideration be given to the feasibility of one Traffic Regulation Order covering the town centre, with 
a minimum number of different types of restrictions, and (6) informing that the Partnership would be 
consulted as part of the preliminary consultation process. 

Thereon, the Head of Roads and Transportation and the Traffic and Transportation Team Leader 
answered the questions raised by members of the Partnership and public on issues relating to traffic 
improvements within Airdrie Town Centre. Arising out of the discussions, reference was made to (I) 
the diversion of the bus route from Gartlea Road Railway Bridge, despite the new bridge now being in 
place, and (2) the potential danger to public safety of the revised route at the corner of Hogg Street. 
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Decided: 

that the Local Regeneration Manager liaise with the Head of Roads and Transportation to 
prepare a joint report providing details of (a) the decision making process for the introduction 
of traffic management measures, and the provision of a taxi rank and disabled parking bays in 
Airdrie town centre, and (b) the timetable for each stage of the process, for submission to the 
next meeting of the Local Area Partnership; 

that the Head of Roads and Transportation prepare a report (a) clarifying the 
organisation/agency responsible for the authorisation of bus routes, and (b) providing details 
of the bus route in the vicinity of Gartlea Road Railway Bridge and Hogg Street, and the 
implications of the route at that location in terms of public safety, for submission to the next 
meeting of the Local Area Partnership, and 

that it be noted that further reports would be submitted to future meetings of the Local Area 
Partnership on the progress of the introduction of traffic management measures. 

AlRDRlE TOWN CENTRE ACTION PLAN 

9. With reference to paragraph 15 of the Minute of the meeting of this Partnership held on 13 March 
2007, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 22May 2007 by the Head of Planning and 
Development, North Lanarkshire Council (1) advising of the progress on regeneration projects within 
Airdrie town centre, and (2) intimating that the completion of project initiatives identified within Airdrie 
Town Centre Action Plan during the period 2006107 amounted to an investment of approximately 
f7m. 

Arising from discussions on certain projects, (1) the Convener reminded the Head of Roads and 
Transportation of the Partnership’s desire to have stations provided in Caldercruix and Plains as part 
of the development of the rail line between Airdrie and Bathgate, and (2) concerns were expressed 
regarding the poor condition of footways in the town centre which had been resurfaced in tarmac. 

Decided: 

(1) that progress of projects and initiatives contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan 
be noted, and that the former Department of Planning and Environment be commended on 
the work involved in securing their implementation, and 

(2) that the Head of Planning and Development, North Lanarkshire Council, prepare a report in 
relation to the surfacing works which had been undertaken within Airdrie town centre for 
submission to a future meeting of the Local Area Partnership. 
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Airdrie, 31 May 2007 at 8.30 pm. 

A Meeting of the AlRDRlE AREA COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Morgan, Convener: Councillors Cameron, M. Coyle, S. Coyle, Fagan, Logue, J. Love, J. McGuigan 
and Stocks. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Morgan (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Administrative Officer, (Committee and Civic Governance Services) Committee Officer, Corporate Services; 
Community Regeneration Manager and Chief Executive's Office; Production Services Manager, Finance and 
Customer Services, and Head of Roads and Transportation, Traffic and Transportation Team Leader and Senior 
Planning Officer, Planning and Environmental Services. 

CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE AlRDRlE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP HELD ON 
31 MAY 2007 

1. The Committee gave consideration to the recommendations made by the Airdrie Local Area 
Partnership at its meeting held on 31 May 2007 and agreed in respect of each item, the following:- 

(1) AlRDRlE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP AND AREA COMMITTEE - MINUTES 

Decided: that the Minutes be noted, 

COMMUNITY COUNCJL MINUTES IN RESPECT OF (a) GLENMAVIS COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL AND (b) GREENGAIRS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Decided: that the Minutes be noted. 

AlRDRlE AND VILLAGES COMMUNITY FORUM - REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
REGARDING DEBT IN THE AlRDRlE AND VILLAGES AREA 

Decided: that the Local Regeneration Manager liaise with North Lanarkshire Advice 
Forum, Citizens' Advice Bureau and local debt forums to prepare a 
presentation for submission at a future meeting of the Local Area Partnership. 

STRATHCLYDE POLICE REPORT 

Decided: 

(I) that the report be noted, and 
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(2) that a representative from the Procurator Fiscal’s Office be invited to attend a future 
meeting of the Local Area Partnership to discuss the role of the Procurator Fiscal in 
relation to the retention and the return of trail bikes which had previously been seized 
by Strathclyde Police. 

(5) STRATHCLYDE FIRE AND RESCUE - FIRE REACH AT AlRDRlE 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

(6) LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 

Decided: 

that the progress of the projects contained within the Appendix to the report be noted: 

that it be noted that consideration was currently being given to a number of new proposals in 
terms of their cost and feasibility: 

that the Head of Planning and Development, North Lanarkshire Council, prepare a progress 
report on the delivery of the projects or on any alteration to the Local Development 
Programme, for submission to a future meeting of the Local Area Partnership; 

that the Local Regeneration Manager, in consultation with the Head of Planning and 
Development, North Lanarkshire Council, prepare a report (a) clarifying the datazone areas in 
the Airdrie and villages area, and (b) the implications should the Scottish Executive cease 
funding for datazone areas after 2008, for submission to the next meeting of the Local Area 
Partnership, and 

that former Department of Planning and Environment be commended on the good work which 
had been carried out to date in respect of the Local Development Programme in the Airdrie 
and villages area. 

AlRDRlE TOWN CENTRE OPPORTUNITIES FOR FURTHER TRAFFIC 
IMPROVEMENTS 

Decided: 

(1) that the Local Regeneration Manager liaise with the Head of Roads and 
Transportation to prepare a joint report providing details of (a) the decision making 
process for the introduction of traffic management measures, and the provision of a 
taxi rank and disabled parking bays in Airdrie town centre, and (b) the timetable for 
each stage of the process, for submission to the next meeting of the Local Area 
Partners hip; 

(2) that the Head of Roads and Transportation prepare a report (a) clarifying the 
organisation/agency responsible for the authorisation of bus routes, and (b) providing 
details of the bus route in the vicinity of Gartlea Road Railway Bridge and Hogg 
Street, and the implications of the route at that location in terms of public safety, for 
submission to the next meeting of the Local Area Partnership, and 
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(3) that it be noted that further reports would be submitted to future meetings of the Local 
Area Partnership on the progress of the introduction of traffic management measures. 

(8) AIRDRIE TOWN CENTRE ACTION PLAN 

Decided: 

(1) that progress of projects and initiatives contained within the Airdrie Town Centre 
Action Plan be noted, and that the former Department of Planning and Environment 
be commended on the work involved in securing their implementation, and 

(2) that the Head of Planning and Development, North Lanarkshire Council, prepare a 
report in relation to the surfacing works which had been undertaken within Airdrie 
town centre for submission to a future meeting of the Local Area Partnership. 


