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Purpose

1.1 The purpose of this report is to inform members of the new national air quality strategy,
"Cleaner Air for Scotland (CAFS) − The Road to a Healthier Future".

2. Background

2.1 Clean air is essential for health and wellbeing and much work has been done in tackling air
pollution in North Lanarkshire over recent years:

• The development of the Council's Air Quality Action Plan which has introduced a number
of short and long term measures specifically designed to address air quality issues within
the Council area;

• The introduction of the "Ecostars" scheme for all businesses and Council fleet services
which allows advice to be given on how to increase the efficiency of all fleet vehicles and
therefore reduce the level of emissions;

• A comprehensive programme of air quality monitoring introduced throughout the Council
area;

• The revocation of two air quality management areas due to improvements in air quality
within these areas;

• An extensive vehicle emissions and idling testing programme introduced to ensure the
most polluting vehicles are removed from the streets; and

• The introduction of an award winning air quality learning module to all primary schools
within North Lanarkshire, the success of which was recognised by the Scottish
Environment Protection Agency and has now been extended on a national basis to every
primary and secondary school.

2.2 However, despite the work already undertaken, it must be acknowledged that there are still
areas of poor air quality and ill health caused by air pollution is a health inequalities issue
because it affects the more vulnerable members of the population disproportionately (people
who are very young, elderly, those with pre−existing medical conditions and those living in
urban areas and deprived circumstances)

2.3 In Scotland in 2010 air pollution was associated with approximately 2,000 deaths of which
142 of these were attributed to North Lanarkshire. As well as this, the UK and Scottish
Governments are failing to achieve full compliance with EU air quality legislation.

2.4 In response to the above, there is now a need to adopt a national partnership approach,
involving the Government, its agencies, local authorities, business and industry, as well as
non−governmental organisations and the general public.



As such, the Scottish Government has published a document which details a national
framework which sets out how the Scottish Government and its partner organisations
propose to achieve further reductions in air pollution in line with our statutory responsibilities

3. Proposals! Considerations

3.1 The CAFS strategy has six main objectives which are summarised below together with
potential implications for local authorities:

• Health − a Scotland which protects its citizens from the harmful effects of air pollution,
reducing health inequalities. This will include the setting of new legislative air quality
targets to be met by all local authorities.

• Transport − a Scotland that reduces transport emissions by supporting the uptake of
low and zero emission fuels and technologies, promoting a shift away from the car,
through active travel (walking and cycling) and reducing the need to travel. Examples
of where this will impact local authorities will be the requirement for all local
authorities to have a corporate travel plan, to have more home working and to
encourage local authorities to establish a Freight Quality Partnership.

• Legislation and Policy − a Scotland where all European and Scottish legal
requirements relating to air quality are as a minimum complied with. To ensure that
this is delivered a revised and updated Scottish action plan will be devised which will
include specific measures for local authorities.

• Placemaking − a Scotland where air quality is not compromised by new or existing
development and where places are designed to minimise air pollution and its effects.
This will be achieved by ensuring that all future updates and revisions to Scottish
Planning Policy and the National Planning Framework will take account of CAFS.

• Climate Change − a Scotland that reduces greenhouse gas emissions and achieves
its renewable energy targets whilst delivering co−benefits for air quality. There will be
an expectation that air quality considerations are included within the local authority's
Sustainable Energy Action Plan.

• Communication − a Scotland where all citizens are well informed, engaged, and
empowered to improve our air quality. This will include the Council contributing to a
new national air quality public awareness campaign.

3.2 The CAFS document also introduces the National Low Emission Framework (NLEF) which
sets out a procedure for local authorities to determine effective measures for addressing air
quality issues in their areas. Also included is a proposed National Modelling Framework
(NMF), which is intended to provide a standard air quality assessment methodology for use
across Scotland.

3.3 It is proposed that progress with CAFS will be monitored through a series of Key
Performance Indicators (KPIs) that will be developed in the first year following the launch of
CAFS. Progress with CAFS will also require to be included in the Local Authority's annual air
quality progress report.

3.4 Through all of the above measures and within the first five years the CAFS will aim to ensure
full compliance with EU air quality legislation and that significant progress has been made
within each local authority towards the revocation of all Air Quality Management Areas
(AQMA's). North Lanarkshire currently has 4 AQMA's at Croy, Chapelhall, Motherwell Town
Centre and Whifflet, Coatbridge.

3.5 Copies of the CAFS document have been placed in the Members' library, along with a
summary document which details the role Elected Members can have in respect of CAFS.
The document is also available on the MARS system.

4. Corporate Considerations

4.1 The CAFS strategy will have implications for several services within the Council, namely,
Protective Services, Roads and Transportation and Planning and Development.



Future planning and transportation decisions will require to take due cognisance of the aims
and objectives within the CAFS document and the Council's Air Quality Action Plan will also
require to have due regard to the CAFS document.

5. Financial Considerations

5.1 There are no financial implications contained within this report, however, some of the actions
contained within the CAFS document will require to be fully costed and funding identified
before being deliverable. Future reports may then require to be submitted to Committee for
approval of any actions required by CAFS which have significant financial implications.

6. Recommendation

6.1 That members note the content of this report.

ANDREW MCPHERSON
Head of Protective Services

Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information please contact Brian Whitelaw,
Environmental Health Manager, on 01236 812283.




