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The purpose of this report is to provide the learning and leisure services committee with
details of applications for funding made firstly to the Grant Awards Programme and
secondly to the Cultural Project Grant Scheme and to seek either approval of
recommendations for funding thereon, or homologation of funding awards made.

2. CONSIDERATIONS

2.1 Grant Awards Programme − Application

2.1.1 Lanarkshire Rape Crisis Centre

Lanarkshire Rape Crisis Centre supports female survivors of rape and other forms of
sexual violence. The age range of the people supported is from 12 years old upwards.
This organisation is currently in receipt of a grant from the Grant Awards Programme of
£11,259 to support their core costs. The organisation is now seeking additional funding to
cope with a significant increase in the demands for their service. During 2015 the centre
estimated that they would support 145 service users − with about 50% of those supported
coming from North Lanarkshire. However the centre is now experiencing a 50% increase
in demand. Their additional costs are estimated at £6,310. As this organisation is jointly
funded by South Lanarkshire Council, the recommendation is to award an additional grant
of £3,160.

2.2 Cultural Project Grant Scheme −Application for Homologation

2.2.2 Airdrie Arts and Drama Guild

Airdrie Arts and Drama Guild has a long track record of staging large scale productions
that are well supported by the local community. Their latest venture, a production of
'Aladdin', cost an estimated £12,700 to stage. The organisation estimated income from
the production of around £10,900 and approached the council for financial assistance to
address the gap between production costs and income generated. Due to the proximity
from date of application to the start of the show (November 2015) a decision to award
£2,000 from the Cultural Project Grant Scheme was taken by the executive director of
learning and leisure services following consultation with the convener.



2.3 Cultural Project Grant Scheme − Applications

2.3.1 Our Lady's Musical Society

Our Lady's Musical Society has been operational since 1961. The society's main focus is
the staging of an annual musical theatre production. Having developed an outreach
programme of smaller events in support of the fundraising activities of local charities, they
are seeking additional support from the Council. This year their show, 'White Christmas',
cost an estimated £34,000 to produce and the associated outreach costs are estimated at
£6,856. Learning and Leisure Services is recommending support towards their rehearsal
and musical director costs, as well as some technical equipment costs. A grant award of
£1,725 from the Cultural Project Grant Scheme is recommended.

2.3.2 St Patrick's Day Festival

This Coatbridge festival was established in 2003 and has now become an established
annual community event promoting Irish music and cultural heritage. The event has a
focus on family activities. The 2016 festival is estimated to cost £15,647, with
corresponding income of £9,335. The festival organisers are seeking financial assistance
to address the projected shortfall. An award of £2,000 is recommended from the Cultural
Project Grant Scheme.

3. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS

3.1 Financial Implications

The grant awards outlined in section 2 of this report will be met from the Grant Awards
Programme and the Cultural Project Grant Scheme 2015/16 budgets respectively.

4. RECOMMENDATIONS

The Learning & Leisure Services Committee is asked to: −
(a) approve the recommended grant award of £3,160 to the Lanarkshire Rape Crisis

Centre from the Grant Awards Programme Budget;

(b) homologate the action taken by the executive director of learning and leisure services,
following consultation with the convener, to award a grant of £2,000 to Airdrie Arts
Guild Drama Group, and

(c) approve the recommended grant awards of £1,725 and £2,000 to Our Lady's Musical
Society and the St Patrick's Day Festival respectively.
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