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COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP FORUM − 3 November 2015

Motherwell, 3 November 2015 at 10 am.

A Meeting of the COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP FORUM

PRESENT

Councillor McKay, Chair; Councillors Baird, Beveridge, Cefferty, Grant, Love, MacGregor, McGuigan,
McPake, Nolan, P. O'Rourke and Welsh.

CHAIR

Councillor McKay (Chair) presided.

IN ATTENDANCE

The Administrative Officer (Committee and Civic Governance Services) and Senior Local Regeneration
Manager, North Lanarkshire Council; Chief Superintendent Kenny MacDonald and Sergeant Stevie Conn, Police
Scotland; Local Senior Officer lain McCusker, Scottish Fire and Rescue Service; Procurator Fiscal Ruth
McQuaid, Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service, and Community Accountability Co−ordinator Fiona Miller,
Scottish Police Authority.

APOLOGIES

Councillors Johnston and Morgan.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN TERMS OF THE ETHICAL STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE ETC.
(SCOTLAND) ACT 2000

The Forum noted that there were no declarations of interest.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

2. The Convener introduced Ruth McQuaid, Procurator Fiscal, Summary, West of Scotland who gave a
presentation on the role that the Procurator Fiscal plays in the local community and how they interact
with other agencies. In particular, Ruth was heard in relationto:−•

the background to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) and the restructure of
the Service that took place in 2012;

• the adaptation of the COPFS management structure, not only to meet the changed economic
climate, but also to better equip the organisation to deal with the increased specialism required of
the Service and the need to provide greater consistency of service to customers;

• the set−up of specialist national units to deal with casework which required specialist legal
services;

• the decision in 2012 to move from 11 areas to three Federations, comprising of West, East and
North Scotland, with North Lanarkshire now incorporated within the West Federation, which
comprised of 13 offices across the West of Scotland;
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• her role as the National Lead on Community Engagement and Equality and Diversity, whereby
she oversees Community Engagement initiatives across Scotland and Chairs the Equality and
Diversity Sub−Group of the Criminal Justice Board as well as the Criminal Justice Disability
Advisory Group;

• a local Equality and Diversity Network in Lanarkshire, that had been set up to build bridges with
local community groups, and was currently working to encourage local schools to participate in a
National Speaking Competition that had been running for four years, and the topics of which were
all based on matters of Equality, Diversity and Human Rights, with the hope of raising the
standard of debate on issues of discrimination and hate crime;

• partnership working with four North Lanarkshire schools to create a website of teaching materials
on hate crime and sectarianism, the first of which was entitled "Them and Us" that had been
launched in 2012 at BelIshill Academy by the Lord Advocate and the First Minister, which was
then followed by a package on hate crime entitled "Just a Laugh" that had been launched by the
Lord Advocate in June 2015 at St. Andrew's High School;

• a Criminal Justice week−end that had been held at Tulliallan Police College and was organised as
a joint pilot in partnership with Police Scotland, the Prison Service, Scottish Children's Reporter
Administration, Scottish Courts Service, Scottish Fire and Rescue Service, the Law Society and
Scottish Legal Aid Board to raise awareness of the careers available within the Criminal Justice
Service. Pupils from BelIshill Academy, Cardinal Newman High School and Our Lady's High
School were invited to attend the event that was also supported by the Lord Advocate and by
Principal Advocate Alex Prentice;

• the investment in a 30 minute film entitled "Our Role in your Community" that outlined the main
roles and responsibilities of the Service, and which could be viewed from the COPFS website. It
was hoped that the film would provide re−assurances to communities that the COPES had robust
prosecution policies in place to keep people safe in relation to domestic abuse, knife crime,
housebreaking, and in respect of those who target individuals with disabilities, and

• a recent re−evaluation of the COPFS structure, that had resulted in the creation of a national High
Court Unit that would centralise the preparation of all High Court cases across Scotland, and
consequently the preparation and presentation of summary and jury trials in local courts would
now be the main focus and priority of local prosecutors going forward.

Ruth concluded by assuring the Forum that the COPES would not lose sight of the importance of
engagement with stakeholders and local communities as a result of the latest re−evaluation of the
COPFS structure, and sought the views of the Forum members on the best way for the Service to
liaise with stakeholders and local communities that would be meaningful and productive for all.

Thereafter followed a brief discussion, during which Ruth responded to questions from members of
the Forum, and the Convener thanked her for her informative presentation.

Decided: that the presentation be noted.

COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP FORUM − MINUTE

3. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Community Safety Partnership Forum held on
12 May 2015.

Decided: that the terms of the Minute be approved.
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SCOTTISH FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE − PERFORMANCE REPORT

4. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the meeting of this Forum held on 12 May 2015, there
was submitted a report by the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service on performance for the period 1 April
to 30 September 2015 which provided statistical information on the progress of the various actions to
be undertaken in terms of the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service Annual Operational Plan.

Local Senior Officer Ian McCusker then gave a presentation on the performance of the Scottish Fire
and Rescue Service within North Lanarkshire when he highlighted the improvements made in relation
to certain actions and gave explanations for those areas that were not performing within acceptable
thresholds.

Decided: that the contents of the report and presentation be noted.

POLICE SCOTLAND − PERFORMANCE REPORT

5. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Forum held on 12 May 2015, there
was submitted a report by Police Scotland on performance for the period April to September 2015
which provided statistical information on the progress of various priorities and objectives, compared
with the corresponding period in the previous year.

Chief Superintendent Kenny MacDonald then gave a presentation on the performance of Police
Scotland within North Lanarkshire as against the priorities and objectives set out within the annual
Policing Plan, and provided updateson:−•

C3 − Contact, Command and Control Division;

• Review of Scrutiny Boards by Scottish Government;

• Police Staff Survey;

• Annual Policing Plan;

• New Chief Constable;

• New Air Weapons Legislation;

• National Public Enquiry into Historic Child Abuse;

• Domestic Abuse Disclosure Scheme, and

• Recorded Police Warnings.

Thereafter followed a full discussion during which it was agreedthat:−•

the next meeting of the Forum be held in February 2016 to consider the requirement to scrutinise
the performance of the Police and Fire and Rescue Services on a more regular basis, and

• the Scottish Police Authority be requested to explore the possibility of funding an independent
police user satisfaction survey, for the purpose of providing a more representative indication of
the public's confidence in the Police Service.
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Decided:

(1) that the next meeting of the Forum be held in February 2016;

(2) that the Scottish Police Authority be requested to explore the possibility of funding an
independent police user satisfaction survey, and

(3) that the contents of the report and presentation be otherwise noted.
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