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1.

2.

3.

Purpose of Report

The purpose of this report is to inform the LAP on the current status of the STAG study
undertaken for Plains

Background

For some time now there has been a popular demand for a rail station at Plains. Major changes
to the transport system in Scotland can only be implemented through a specific process. This
process, which is used to establish transport needs in Scotland, is via the Scottish Transport
Appraisal Guidance (STAG) assessment route. The STAG approach is without exception
objective−led rather than solution−led: in effect STAG requires open−minded examination of
options rather than justification of a preferred outcome. We have therefore followed this process
to the letter.

The result of the STAG Stage 1 assessment we commissioned for Plains, continues to point to
rail station as one (of two) options, which would meet the transport objectives identified at the
outset. We have therefore commissioned a Stage 2 STAG for which we expect a report within
the next couple of months. The other option identified at Stage 1 is a Quality Bus Partnership.

Should the Stage 2 assessment point to a rail station specifically as clearly the best solution, we
will require to re−engage with the Scottish Government and the rail industry (NR, ScotRail) to take
the matter forward. At this point in time it is impossible to predict what the outcome will be.

Conclusion

A Stage 1 STAG assessment has indicated that a rail station is one possible option for addressing
transport needs in Plains. A Stage 2 STAG assessment is currently being undertaken. The
outcome of that assessment will be the subject of a future report.

4. Recommendation

It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note the content of this report.
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