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1. Purpose of Report I Introduction

The purpose of this report is to seek approval to progress an application to the Scottish
Government for grant funding via the new Scotland's Energy Efficiency Programme (SEEP).

2. Background

2.1 The council has been successful in obtaining £9,071,273.00 of Scottish Government
grant funding since April 2013 via Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland:
Area Based Schemes (HEEPS: ABS). In addition. £2,941,735.68 of Energy
Company Obligation (ECO) funding has been successfully accessed to deliver
energy efficiency works to 1077 owner occupied properties to date across North
Lanarkshire.

2.2 In June 2015, the Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform
announced that Scotland's Energy Efficiency Programme (SEEP) will be the future
cornerstone of the National Infrastructure Priority. Over the next 15−20 years, SEEP
will offer support to ensure that all buildings (domestic and non−domestic) in Scotland
can achieve a good energy efficiency rating.

2.3 As a first step in preparing for the launch of SEEP in 2018, the Scottish Government
launched the Pathfinder Fund in January 2016 inviting local authorities and their
partners to submit proposals for the piloting of new approaches, for delivery by 31
December 2017, of energy efficiency measures in both domestic and non−domestic
buildings.

2.4 The pilot projects are anticipated to assist with the development of SEEP, contribute
to the design of future programmes aimed at tackling fuel poverty and help further
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, informing how future SEEP funding is best
deployed to achieve the stated objectives.

2.5 The Scottish Government has advised that further analysis is needed to understand
what is possible and the necessary mix of funding sources required to meet the
commitment to a truly national programme, providing support for buildings across
Scotland.

3. Proposals I Considerations

3.1 It is proposed that the council submit a grant funding bid application to the value of
£2,627,500.00 for the SEEP Pathfinder Fund for identified works at domestic and
non−domestic properties which meet the qualifying criteria.

3.2 The proposed project involves installation of external wall insulation systems to
domestic properties in Abronhill (Cumbernauld), Old Monkland (Coatbridge) and
Motherwell.
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4. Financial I Personnel I Legal I Policy I Equalities Implications

4.1 Energy efficiency works completed at owner occupied domestic properties would be
funded by Scottish Government grant assistance and the leverage of Energy
Company Obligation (funding).

4.2 Energy efficiency works completed at non−domestic properties would be funded
partly by Scottish Government grant assistance and capital investment by North
Lanarkshire Council in line with agreed programmes and priorities.

5. Recommendations

It is recommended that the Committee:

(i) Note the Scottish Government's announcement of the SEEP.

(ii) Approve the submission of a grant funding bid for the SEEP Pathfinder Fund.

Des Murray
Head of Business, Housing Prp1rty
1 April 2016

For further information about this report please contact David Hadden (Service Delivery Manager)
on telephone 01698 524875.


