
AGENDA ITEM No.

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL
REPORT

To: POLICY & RESOURCES (REGENERATION & Subject: Vacant & Derelict Land
INFRASTRUCTURE) SUB COMMITTEE Fund Update

From: HEAD OF PLANNING & REGENERATION

Date: 19th May 2016 Ref: 1849/DG

1. Purpose of the Report

1.1 The purpose of this report is to:

i) update committee on the implementation of North Lanarkshire's 2015/16 Vacant and
Derelict Land Fund (VDLF) Programme;

ii) seek approval for revised VDLF project allocations made through North Lanarkshire's
2015/16 VDLF Programme.

iii) update committee on North Lanarkshire Council's 2016/17 VDLF submission.

2. Background

2.1 The VDLF is a ring−fenced capital grant allocation which provides financial support from the
Scottish Government to assist with the regeneration of registered vacant and derelict land
(V&DL) sites across selected local authority areas.

2.2 Funding provided through the VDLF Programme is subject to the submission (and approval by
the Scottish Government) of a Local Delivery Plan (LDP) which sets out local authority
investment proposals to meet the objectives of the VDLF Programme. Since 2012, these
objectives have been three fold:

• to tackle long term vacant and derelict land;
• to stimulate economic growth and job creation; and
• to promote environmental justice and improved quality of life.

3. 2015/16 VDLF Programme

3.1 Through the 2015/16 Local Government Finance Settlement, North Lanarkshire Council was
awarded a one year VDLF grant allocation of £2,236,300 from the Scottish Government (in
addition to £13,151 unallocated funding carried forward from the 2014/15 programme) subject to
the submission and approval of a 2015/16 LDP.

3.2 North Lanarkshire's 2015/16 LDP was submitted in February 2015 and approved in June 2015.
The projects implemented through this plan are listed in Appendix 1 together with a project
summary and details of grant recipient, approved VDLF project allocations, anticipated final
VDLF project spend and project outcomes.

3.3 Committee approval is sought to revise VDLF allocations to the LDP projects in line with final
anticipated VDLF project spend.



4. 2016117 VDLF Programme

4.1 Through the 2016/17 Local Government Finance Settlement, North Lanarkshire Council has
been awarded a one year VDLF grant allocation of £1,982,000 from the Scottish Government
(together with an additional £507,000 slipped to the next spending review period covering
2017−20 as part of the Scottish Government's re−profiling of the 2016/17 local authority capital
budget allocation) subject to the submission and approval of a 2016/17 LDP.

4.2 North Lanarkshire's 2016/17 LDP was submitted on February 28th 2016 (with anticipated
approval in late June). As previously reported to Committee, the project proposals included
within this submission (together with details of grant recipient, proposed VDLF allocation and
anticipated project outputs) are outlined in Appendix 2.

4.3 In developing these project proposals, it should be noted that the Scottish Government's VDLF
Programme has been subject to a recent COSLA Review which has been reflected in the
revised guidance for the 2016/17 VDLF Programme.

4.4 These amendments include reshaping the aims of the VDLF Programme under four revised
objectives as follows:

• to tackle long term vacant and derelict land (defined as 'out of use' for at least 15 years);
• to stimulate economic growth and job creation;
• to develop a diverse and sustainable environment with a focus on temporary or

permanent greening; and
• to support communities to flourish and tackle inequalities.

4.5 In addition, this revised guidance also specifically highlights a range of ineligible VDLF activity
including:

• remediation works or improvements to registered vacant and derelict land sites larger
than 100 hectares in size (to ensure that investment can have 'meaningful impact' within
targeted sites);

• housing, retail, public realm or major infrastructure projects; and
• projects using 100% of requested funding support purely for the acquisition of registered

V&DL sites.

5. Financial Implications

5.1 No Council funding is required to match fund project proposals included as part of North
Lanarkshire's 2016/17 LDP submission.

6. Recommendations

6.1 It is recommended that committee:

i) note projects implemented through North Lanarkshire's 2015/16 VDLF Programme as
outlined in Appendix 1;

ii) approve reallocation of VDLF funding to 2015/16 LDP projects in line with anticipated
final VDLF project spend; and

iii) note the submission of North Lanarkshire's 2016/17 Local Delivery Plan (LDP)

Shirley Linton
Head of Planning & Regeneration

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact David Greer,
Planning and Regeneration, (01236 632856)
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