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CORPORATE SERVICES (PUBLIC PROCESSIONS) SUB - 19 November 2013 

Motherwell, 19 November 2013 at 12 noon. 

A Meeting of the CORPORATE SERVICES (PUBLIC PROCESSIONS) SUB-COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor W. Hogg, Vice-Convener; Councillors Beveridge, Chadha, Grant, Higgins and Stocks. 

CHAIR 

Councillor W. Hogg (Vice-Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Acting Joint Head of Central Services, Acting Head of Legal Services, Principal Solicitor and Administrative 
Officer (Committee and Civic Governance Services). 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

Representing the Notifier: Mr. Keenan, Mr. McLean and Mr. Smith 

Representing the Chief Constable: Chief Inspector Findlay and Constable Johnstone. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Goldie, Irvine, McLaren, Muir and Nolan. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN TERMS OF THE ETHICAL STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE ETC. 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 2000 

1. The Committee noted that there were no declarations of interest. 

NOTICE OF PROPOSAL TO HOLD A PUBLIC PROCESSION IN COATBRIDGE ON SUNDAY, 
24 NOVEMBER 2013 BY INDEPENDENT REPUBLICAN BANDS SCOTLAND 

2. There was submitted (1) notification dated 16 October 2013 of a proposal by Independent Republican 
Bands Scotland to process in Coatbridge on Sunday, 24 November 2013; (2) letter received from the 
notifier, requesting a minor alteration in respect of the procession assembly and start times; (3) the 
Notes of Debriefing meetings held on 7 August 2013 in respect of public processions held by Irish 
Collective on 25 May 2013 and Independent Republican Bands Scotland on 13 July 2013, 
respectively, and (3) a report from the Chief Constable, Police Scotland submitting observations in 
respect of the proposal. 

The Sub-Committee then heard (1) Chief Inspector Findlay outline the Chief Constable’s observations 
in respect of the proposal, and (2) Mr. Keenan speak in support of the proposal in the notification. 

The Sub-Committee noted, also, in the course of the meeting (1) information provided by Chief 
Inspector Findlay in relation to the close proximity of the proposed dispersal point of the procession to 
a licensed premises and the likely affect of the procession as proposed; together with possible 
alternative dispersal points for the procession, and (2) assurances provided by the notifier that (a) 
there would be no breaches of the Council’s Code of Conduct similar to those that occurred at the 
Irish Collective event held in Newarthill on 25 May 2013, and (b) suitable arrangements were in place 
to ensure the provision of one steward to each 10 procession participants and that all stewards would 
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be briefed and given guidance and instructions on their role prior to the procession, and would be 
provided with copies of the Council’s Code of Conduct. 

Thereafter, Mr. Keenan, Mr. McLean, Mr. Smith, Chief Inspector Findlay and Constable Johnstone 
withdrew from the meeting and the Sub-Committee gave consideration to the notification. 

Mr. Keenan, Mr. McLean, Mr. Smith, Chief Inspector Findlay and Constable Johnstone were then re- 
admitted to the meeting. 

Decided: that, after discussion and careful consideration of all representations made, the 
Sub-Committee, having regard to the extent of disruption to the life of the community, 
commensurate with the right to assembly, agreed that an Order be made in terms of 
Section 63 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 imposing conditions on the 
holding of the proposed procession by Independent Republican Bands Scotland in 
Coatbridge on 24 November 2013 as follows:- 

(1) that on entering Palacecraig Street the procession shall proceed to the car 
park of St. Andrew’s High School, where the procession will disperse following 
a short rally, and that the procession dispersal point be altered accordingly, 
and 

(2) that the rally at the conclusion of the procession shall last no longer than 15 
minutes, and that all participants shall disperse in good order immediately 
following its conclusion. 
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