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1.0

2.0

INTRODUCTION

Subject: PROPOSAL TO NOMINATE AN
ELECTED MEMBER'S EARLY
YEAR'S CHAMPION

The purpose of this paper is to propose that an elected member's Early Year's Champion
be nominated to support the expansion and development of the Early Learning and
Childcare Service and promote effective early intervention and prevention amongst elected
members and across the council.

BACKGROUND

2.1 The importance of a positive early years' experience is widely recognised across all
services as being essential to ensure that children reach their full potential and develop the
four capacities in line with Curriculum for Excellence i.e. effective contributors, successful
learners, confident individuals and responsible citizens. As a council we have already
invested heavily in developing "Investing in Nurturing Lives and Communities" and the
Solihull approach to support parents to ensure that all of our children have the best possible
start in life.

3.0 CONSIDERATIONS

3.1 The introduction of an elected member's Early Year's Champion would further promote the
benefits of early learning and childcare across the council and would reinforce the council's
commitment to investing in this nurturing approach and expanding area of our service. This
would also highlight the advantages of effective multi − agency working to improve
outcomes for children and families. In this regard it is proposed that the Champion be the
convener of the appropriate Council committee.

4.0

4.1

4.2

CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS

Financial Implications

Scottish Government has provided capital and revenue funding to take forward early year's
developments over the next 5 years. The expansion of the early learning and childcare
service will be a significant focus for the council for the foreseeable future.

Legal Implications

The Children and Young People Act, March 2014, introduced the entitlement of all children
3−5 years of age to 600 hours of Early Learning and Childcare and 2 year olds who are
looked after or are subject to kinship care orders. In August 2014 the entitlement to 600
hours of free early learning and childcare was introduced for all eligible 2 year olds. In
January 2016 it was announced that parents of all 3−5 year old children and those of
eligible two year olds will be entitled to 1140 hours of early learning and childcare by 2020.



5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

The Committee is asked to nominate the Convener of the Education Committee as North
Lanarkshire Council's elected members' Early Year's Champion.

Gerry McCormick
Acting Head of Education (Standards and Inclusion)

Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information please contact:
Gerry McCormick, Acting Head of Education (Standards and Inclusion) on 01236 812279


