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1.0 INTRODUCTION

ubject: Implementation of the Children
& Young People Act 2014
Named Person Update

Most children and young people get all the help and support they need from their
parent(s), wider family and community, but sometimes they may need a bit of extra
support. Children and young people from birth to 18, or beyond if still in
school, have access to a named person to help support their wellbeing as part of the
Getting it right for every child (GIRFEC) approach. A named person is a central point
of contact if a child, young person or their parent(s) want information or advice, or if
they want to talk about any worries and seek support. They can also, when
appropriate, reach out to different services that can help.

Public services in many areas of Scotland already offer this service, which is planned
to be available nationally from 31 August 2016. In NLC all pupils and parents know
who their named person is.

The named person duties are integrated into the current role of head teachers,
depute head teachers and principal teachers and strengthen the support they
currently provide, formalising their role as a central contact for children, parents and
other people working with them.

A named person will be available to listen, advise and help a child or young person
and their parent(s), provide direct support or help them access other services. For
example, a health visitor might ask for help from a speech and language therapist, or
a guidance teacher may put parents in touch with a local bereavement counselling
service. They will also be a point of contact for members of the public and other
services e.g. third sector, if they have any concerns about a child's wellbeing.

2.0 BACKGROUND

On the 31st August 2016 the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014 is
expected to be fully implemented by all Local Authorities and Health Boards. North
Lanarkshire Council has been planning for the full implementation for the last three
years. A dedicated multiagency team has been in place since October 2015 to
coordinate and support the implementation.

The Named Person service is managed through the Early Intervention and Inclusion
Section within Kildonan Street. For session 2016 − 2017 a dedicated Named Person
Support Officer will be in post to support the full implementation of the Act and
provide advice and guidance to schools.



The Named Person service fulfils a number of functions:

• provides support to the named person
• provides advice and support for children and young people who are not on the roll of

a North Lanarkshire school, e.g. children who are home educated, those in out of
authority placements, gypsy travellers, asylum seekers

• provides support for all children and young people during school holiday periods
• handle concerns about the wellbeing of children and young people from members of

the public or other agencies throughout the year including, school holiday periods.

The Named Person service will receive all information from Police Scotland, Health,
Social Work, Third Sector and members of the public which will then be forwarded to the
Named Person in school.

The Named Person service email box has been set up to facilitate safe and secure
transfer of wellbeing information to the named person.
namedpersonservicecnorthlan.gov.uk This information will be publicised on the NLC
website and across all North Lanarkshire establishments.

An option to select Named Person Service has also been added to the automated phone
system within Kildonan Street.

Within North Lanarkshire, every child from birth to 18 years old has an identified named
person as outlined in the Act.
• From birth until a child starts school, colleagues from Health assume the role of

named person. It is anticipated that Health will be named person for approximately
20,000 pre−school children

• When a child enters primary school the named person will usually be the head
teacher /depute head teacher who will have responsibility for approximately 200
pupils

• Within secondary school the named person will usually be a principal teacher of pupil
support I guidance/ pastoral support who will have responsibility for approximately
200 pupils

• For children 16 to 18 who have left school and require advice or support, the named
person duties will be carried out by designated staff from Community Learning and
Development (CLD). The number of children supported by CLD will vary from year to
year.

The role of the Named Person is to promote, support and safeguard the wellbeing of
children and young people. They can provide advice or support to children, young people
and families and can liaise with partner agencies, e.g. Social Work, Reporter, Police,
Health etc.

3.0 CONSIDERATIONS

• Staff capacity within 35 hour week to carry out the Named Person role whilst
managing a teaching commitment and/or carrying out a school management function

• Unknown volume of concerns about the wellbeing of children and young people,
multiagency reports and information being received by the named person via the
central Named Person service

• Training requirements and support for named persons
• Unknown volume of concerns about the wellbeing of children and young people,

multiagency reports and information that will be sent directly to the Named Person



Vulnerability of Named Person when analysing new types of wellbeing information
they will receive, particularly in relation to risk
Decision making about the sharing of information.

4.0 CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS

4.1 Financial Implications

• Training costs
• Support costs
• On−going Named Person Service operating costs

4.2 Legal Implications

Following the ruling form the Supreme Court the scheduled implementation of the
part 4 (Named Person) and part 5 (Child's Plan) is postponed.
Children and Young people within North Lanarkshire will continue to be supported in
accordance with existing GIRFEC protocols.

5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

The Education Committee is asked to:

(i) note the contents of the report

Gerry McCormick
Acting Head of Education (Standards and Inclusion)

Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information please contact:
Gerry McCormick, Acting Head of Education (Standards and Inclusion) on 01236 812279


