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REPORT

To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES Subject: Seven Lochs Award from Heritage
COMMITTEE Lottery Fund

From: HEAD OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSETS

Date: 1 November 2016 Ref: KFNN

1. Purpose of Report

1.1. To update members on the successful outcome of the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) application
to support delivery of the Seven Lochs Wetland Park

2. Background

2.1. Previous reports to this committee in June 2013 and April 2014 and October 2015 outlined
progress towards a Heritage Lottery bid to deliver heritage aspects of the Seven Lochs Wetland
park. These received approval to continue to develop the project in partnership with Glasgow
City Council and other partners.

3. Progress to date

3.1. Since the last report further community consultation on the project was taken forward in
November 2015 to inform a stage 2 submission which was made to Heritage Lottery Fund
(HLF) in February 2016 by Glasgow City Council on behalf of the partnership. In June 2016
HLF awarded £4,461,800 to the partnership for a total project value of £6,826,803.

3.2. Permission to commence the project was issued by HLF on 5th October 2016.

3.3. Projects in North Lanarkshire include developing a crannog interpretive play area in Drumpellier
Country Park, upgrading the Drumpellier visitor centre to provide more space for, and better
access to, heritage interpretation and activities; habitat restoration and interpretation at
Gartcosh and Frankfield Local nature reserves; interpretation at Glenboig Neighbourhood
House to establish an additional gateway to the park. In addition there are a number of habitat,
access, activity, volunteer and employability programmes that will be delivered across the park.

3.4. The Crannog interpretive play area will be delivered over autumn winter 2016/17 with a
projected opening Easter 2017.

3.5. The award provides for the creation of a small staff team to coordinate and support delivery of
the project. The team will be employed through Glasgow City Council and The Conservation
Volunteers for an initial period of two years with the possibility of extension.

4. Financial Implications

4.1. The suite of projects to be delivered exclusively in North Lanarkshire totals approximately
E1,244,775, with additional benefit being gained through themed projects across the park area.
The HLF intervention rate is approximately 65%, and the Council has set aside £140,000 match
funding within the capital programme, which will cover the costs of projects up to 2016/17/18.
Employability Services have committed £33,000 to support the employability project within
North Lanarkshire.



As previously highlighted to committee £348,000 will be requested through a priority bids
submission for the future capital programme, if this is unsuccessful Infrastructure will seek to
deliver this sum. The project team are continuing to seek external match funding to reduce this
amount.

4.2. In addition to the core heritage outputs the profile of the project is generating interest from other
external funders. WREN has awarded £50,000 to support additional play equipment to
enhance the Crannog interpretive play.

5. Corporate considerations

5.1. The project contributes to the corporate priority of Sustainable North Lanarkshire − through the
local outcomes Enhanced network of greenspace and woodland for local communities and
wildlife and Reduce CO2 emissions.

5.2. The project contributes to the corporate priority of improved health − through the local outcomes
of improve mental health and wellbeing and increase the number of people enjoying a
physically active life.

6. Recommendations

6.1. That committee notes the award of HLF funding to support establishment of the 7 Lochs
Wetland Park.

6.2. That Committee approves continued participation in the partnership through entering into a
partnership agreement to take forward delivery of the award.

Kenneth Forbes
Head of Environmental Assets
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