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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise the Partnership of the registration process for bus routes 
and in particular comment on the suitability of service 201 using Hogg Street in Airdrie. 

Background 

In March 2006 the Gartlea Road bridge was closed for essential improvement works. At that 
time the bus routes were amended to use Hogg Street. On completion of the bridge upgrade 
works it was expected that the bus routes would revert back to using Gartlea Road however this 
has not happened. 

Strathclyde Partnership for Transport have discussed this decision with First Bus on our behalf 
and First Bus have indicated the reason that they do not wish to use Gartlea Road is due to 
difficulties in exiting Gartlea Road due to traffic on the A89 and exiting Morrisons. 

Bus Route Registration 

All Bus Routes must be registered with the Traffic Commissioner. 

To register a service all that is required is; an operators licence, a completed application form 
and the appropriate fee. 

Conditions may be placed on an operators licence if the Commissioner considers that they are 
required to prevent danger to road users, reduce congestion or pollution. The Traffic Authority 
in this case North Lanarkshire Council would have to write to the commissioner explaining the 
circumstances and requesting that a condition be imposed. 

Public Safety 

After concerns were raised at the previous partnership meeting. A video survey was 
commissioned to monitor the behaviour of the buses. It was noted that buses can only 
negotiate the corner if there was no traffic waiting to exit Hogg Street and they drove 
appropriately. There were numerous occasions during the day when these conditions were not 
met and vehicles mounted the footway. It is recognised that this is unacceptable on traffic 
safety grounds. 
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4.2 The Traffic Commissioner would consider a request to restrict the use of this junction only after 
all improvement measures have been exhausted. 

4.3 The Head of Roads has now met First Bus to explain the situation first hand rather than going 
through SPT and First Bus have agreed to investigate. The Council propose to improve the 
layout of the junction further to assist vehicles entering Hogg Street and an instruction has been 
issued to alter the road markings. The Council is also investigating public utilities and road 
construction to determine if it will also be possible to alter the kerb lines. These measures are 
designed to make it easier for buses to enter and leave Hogg Street without over-running the 
footway. Further monitoring and liaison with First Bus will be undertaken to determine if the 
above has remedied the situation, prior to reviewing a decision on involving the Traffic 
Commissioner. 

5. Recommendation 

5.1 It is recommended that the Partnership note; 

1) The content of this report. 
2) That works to improve the junction of Cairnhill Road I Hogg Street are ongoing. 
3) That First Bus have agreed to monitor and improve driver behaviour. 
4) If the situation does not improve the Head of Roads will write to the Traffic Commissioner 

asking for a condition to be imposed on the operators licence. 

GrahP HEA OF MacKay ROAD d & TRANSPORTATION 

19 July 2007 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, Alex Ramsay, 
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