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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL

REPORT

ect: PETITION − OBJECTION TO THE
CLOSURE OF OLD MONKLAND
LIBRARY

The purpose of this report is firstly to advise Committee that a petition containing c79
signatures has been lodged on behalf of residents in the Old Monkland and Kirkwood areas
of Coatbridge, objecting to the proposed closure of Old Monkland Library, and secondly to
seek approval from the Education Committee regarding the response to the petition.

BACKGROUND

Petition Objecting to the Closure of Old Monkland Library

The petition referred to in the introduction to this report was lodged with the Chief Executive
on 5th September 2016.

CultureNL's Budget Savings Package 2016117

As part of the Council's budget savings for 2016/17 agreed on 25th February 2016,
CultureNL's savings package included the removal of service from 11 under−utilised
facilities. This proposal had also previously been approved by the Board of CutureNL
Limited.

As part of the public consultation exercise on the future provision of library and community
facilities, the outcome of which was reported to the Board of CultureNL in July 2016, a
number of petitions were received by CultureNL Limited.

CONSIDERATIONS

3.1 Consideration of Petitions by CultureNL Limited

All petitions received during the consultation exercise were considered and referred to in
the final report produced following the public consultation. The report on the outcome of the
consultation was published on the CultureNL website. The public consultation did not ask
whether the library/facility should remain open or close, but rather asked stakeholders to
consider service provision in the interest of removal of service from 11 under−utilised
facilities. All petitions were brought to the attention of the CultureNL Board at its meeting
on 19th September 2016.

This report considered by the Board of CultureNL approved thefollowing:−as

the CultureNL savings target for 2015/16 could not be met if any of the 11 facilities
remained open there was no reversal of decision to remove service;
with regard to the affected libraries, CultureNL would continue to operate the following
services in eacharea:−•

a mobile library service;
• access to a children's mobile library service;
• implement a suitable relocation plan for public access computers;
• relocate book groups and book bug sessions within affected area; and
• continue to offer home delivery and housebound services across North Lanarkshire.



3.2 North Lanarkshire Council − Surplus Property Procedure

At its meeting on 23d August, the Education Committee considered a report which outlined
the CultureNL service re−design and property rationalisation process and approved that 10
facilities be declared surplus to operational requirements. One of the properties affected by
the decision was Old Monkland Library.

In addition the Council is working towards finalising its Community Asset Transfer policy in
line with the Community Empowerment Act Regulations awaited from the Scottish
Government.

Interim guidance has been prepared for community groups potentially wishing to explore
taking on long−term leases of the facilities vacated by CultureNL Limited. The Council's
Surplus Properties Policy also applies to such requests.

4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that the Education Committee approve that a response is sent to the
petitioners' representative informing them of the points outlined in sections 2 and 3 of this
report.

Lizanrje−McMurrich
, H e a d of Education (Skills, Lifelong Learning & Youth Employment)
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