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1. Introduction

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek Committee approval to make use of the national
collaborative procurement framework for the provision of IT consumables.

2. Background

2.1

3.

Historically the Council has made use of the Scottish Government national procurement
framework for the purchase (by individual call−off purchase orders) of a range of IT
consumables.

Procurement Process

3.1 Scottish Government has competitively procured a national collaborative framework to replace
the current framework which will expire on 31st October 2016. The framework is available for
use by all Scottish public sector bodies.

3.2 Scottish Government established a User Intelligence Group (UIG), consisting of
representatives from 13 partner bodies representing the Scottish Public Sector to agree the
procurement strategy that would deliver maximum benefit for the Scottish public sector.
Following extensive deliberations and consideration of options, the UIG agreed that there
should be a single supplier to provide the full scope of the contract.

3.3 Bidders were required to provide details on: service delivery; account management;
implementation and mobilisation plan; sustainability and corporate social responsibility; and,
workforce matters. Based on the criteria and scoring methodology set out in the procurement
documents, a full evaluation of the offers received was completed by members of the UIG,
Further details of the procurement process are provided in the Appendix to this report.

3.4 After completing the evaluation in accordance with the criteria and weightings published in the
procurement documents, the most economically advantageous tender was submitted by
Banner Group Ltd.

3.5

3.6

4.

4.1

The new framework will commence on 1st November 2016 for an initial term of three years with
an option to extend by a further 12 months until 31st October 2020.

The Council spends circa £200,000 per annum on computer consumables, giving a total
estimated spend of £800,000 for the maximum four year term of the framework.

Benefits

Financial

In accordance with the Councils agreed approach to measuring and recording procurement
savings, the new framework agreement provides a saving of around 3.35% when compared
with the current framework rates, this equates to savings of circa £2,800 per annum. The
savings opportunity will be recorded in the Procurement Opportunity Register and reported as
a Procurement thematic saving.



4.2 Community Benefits

Bidders were asked to detail community benefits initiatives they would commit to deliver during
the lifetime of the Framework. These commitments will be agreed and implemented during
mobilisation and reported through ongoing contract management returns, however there are
no specific community benefits that will accrue directly to North Lanarkshire Council from this
framework.

4.3 Fair Work Practices including the Living Wage

Banner Group Ltd has confirmed that they currently pay all employees in their Scottish Head
Office the living wage and are considering promotion of the living wage across all roles.
Through their tender submission, Banner Group Ltd demonstrated that they are an equal
opportunities employer, have proven experience of generating employment and training
opportunities in local areas, and do not utilise zero hours contracts. Scottish Government
includes the monitoring of Fair Work Practices and Living Wage within its contract and supplier
management programme.

4.4 Price Stability

Prices are fixed for the first 12 months of the contract and thereafter subject to annual price
review.

4.5 Sustainable Procurement

Banner Group Ltd offer a range of environmentally friendly products.

All products enquiries can be conducted online and using the electronic catalogue in PECOS,
therefore Banner Group Ltd will not provide hard−copy catalogues to our buyers.

5. Contract Management

5.1 Scottish Government has overall responsibility for the management of the contract. The
supplier will be invited to a mobilisation meeting to outline the operation of the contract, roles
and responsibilities, performance measures and management information requirements.
Thereafter Scottish Procurement will meet with the supplier on a quarterly basis to review a set
of key performance indicators. The Council will support Scottish Procurement's contract review
process.

5.2 The Council will manage the day to day operational aspects of the contract with any
contractual issues arising at operational level escalated where necessary to Scottish
Procurement.

6. Financial I Personnel I Legal I Equalities Implications

6.1 The costs will be met from individual services budgets.

7. Recommendation

It is recommended that Committee, approve the use of the national collaborative procurement
framework awarded to Banner Group Ltd and the allocation of the savings arising.

Aog
ROBERT STEENSON
Assistant Chief Executive (Infrastructure)

For further information please contact Graham Proudfoot, Procurement Manager, Corporate Property &
Procurement on Telephone Number 01698 403957.



Appendix

Summary of Contract Award Procedure

Contract Framework Contract for Supply of Stationery −
let by Scottish Government.

Period adopted by NLC Initial term of 3 years from 1 November 2016
with option to extend by a further year.
Maximum possible term 4 years.

Estimated total contract value NLC £800,000
Governing UK Regulation Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2012

Procurement Procedure Open
Interest List − number of organisations that 32
downloaded the procurement documents
Number of tenders received 6
Number of tenders withdrawn prior to contract award 2
Number of non compliant tenders 2
Number of compliant tenders 2
Number of recommended suppliers 1
Basis of Contract Award Most Economically Advantageous

Price:60%
Quality:40%

Evaluation Team External − Scottish Government with
representatives from across the Scottish public
sector.


