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Purpose of Report
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3.

4.

1.1 The purpose of this report is to
Community Consultation Exercis€
the Ravenscraig site

Background

update the Committee on the outcome of the
carried out in relation to future proposals for

2.1 Members will recall that a report to the 28 September 2016 meeting of the
Committee noted that changed circumstances surrounding the economy and the
retail sector meant that the nature and scale of the Ravenscraig development
were now not considered feasible in the form originally proposed, and that
Ravenscraig Limited were undertaking a review of their masterplan. The report
advised the Committee that a consultation exercise with the community would be
carried out on behalf of the Council in order to gather in their thoughts on what
would be desirable for the site, those views to be passed to Ravenscraig Limited's
team for their consideration in relation to the work being done to revise the
masterplan.

The Consultation

3.1 The consultation took the form of a drop−in session held at the Ravenscraig
Regional Sports Facility over one afternoon and evening in November, in addition
to several one−to−one discussions between the consultants and specific
stakeholders (such as businesses in the area, college students, the Central
Scotland Green Network Trust, New College Lanarkshire and Sustrans
Scotland)). The drop in session provided exhibition boards to inform and stimulate
feedback on a range of issues, and staff were on hand to engage in dialogue with
visitors. Publicity for the session had been by a number of means, including flyers
delivered directly to local residents and businesses, posters in public buildings
and local supermarkets, and direct contact with local Community Councils.
Following the event, further publicity to attract additional public comment was
carried out in the form of a video by the Depute Leader of the Council being
posted on social media.

3.2 The Drop in session attracted 75 visitors, who left 150 post−it notes with
comments and completed 34 comment forms. In addition, following the video on
social media, a further three e−mails with comments were received.

Summary of Consultation findings

4.1 The consultants appointed have now produced their report on the consultation,
noting comments made under a series of Key Issue headings; these are



summarised in the appendix to this report. A copy of the report has been placed in
the Members' Library

4.2 A number of comments stressed the need for community facilities, particularly
primary schools, to be delivered as soon as possible. The need for small local
centres for convenience shopping, to reduce the dependency on the car, was
noted; most people were content with the original proposed town centre being
scaled back or removed, returning the focus to the existing town centres. There
was also strong support for improved public transport facilities, including a new
rail station. In addition, there was support for the creation of employment uses,
and the need for improved broadband facilities was noted

4.3 Consultation with specific stakeholders noted the need for improved public
transport facilities and pedestrian and cycling access, as well as car parking at the
College and Regional Sports Facility. The potential of industrial development on
the site having links to the College was also noted

4.4 While it was not the purpose of the consultation to present a masterplan proposal,
the priorities expressed by the local community and stakeholders could have
implications for the site in terms of urban structure, land use and movement. The
consultants have therefore identified three specific areas of interest − Key Nodes,
Connections and Greenspace − and presented recommendations on each issue
arising from responses to the consultation; these are summarised in the following
paragraphs.

4.5 Key Nodes: It is noted that local shops and cafes, doctors/dentist surgeries and
other similar businesses and services are most viable when clustered together to
create a local centre. The consultants recommended that the first local centre
should be close to the existing housing, pub/restaurant and sports centre, the
second should be adjacent to the proposed new railway station and a potential
smaller local centre focussed on the college campus

4.6 Connections: Difficulties with accessibility to and within the site by means other
than the car was highlighted during the consultation, and the consultants have
recommended new and improved connections to existing town centres which
prioritise walking, cycling and bus travel, and that bus routes be provided between
key nodes within the site. They also note that a new Transport Assessment will be
required to re−assess the transport requirements of the site, and that it will be
important to secure the appropriate balance of connections across all modes to
deliver a place compatible with the Designing Streets policy, promote sustainable
travel modes and reduce car dependency.

4.7 Greenspace: The consultation showed a wish to see good quality parks and
green spaces incorporated into the masterplan. The recommendations arising
from that were that there should be a central community park, connected to
Motherwell, Wishaw and Carfin through existing residential areas, and that safe
walking connections should be provided.

4.8 In addition, a further recommendation was that a Stakeholder Forum should be
established to ensure an ongoing dialogue between Ravenscraig Limited,
residents and businesses, the Council and other stakeholders.

5. The next steps

5.1 Overall, the general scope and nature of the comments appear to reflect a view
that the site requires appropriate facilities to support the resident and business
communities there, and that the revised masterplan should still seek include
provision for employment uses, other facilities to serve the area and a rail station.
The exercise has been useful in providing the Council with an initial view on the
future of the site from the local community and key stakeholders, and has



identified a range of issues to be considered. The consultants' recommendations
attempt to relate the principal comments received to possible components that
could be considered in relation to a revised masterplan, although it should be
recognised that a number of other issues (such as commercial feasibility and site
conditions) that will also influence the content of the final document

5.2 The consultants' findings and recommendations will be forwarded to Ravenscraig
Limited so that they can take them into consideration when preparing a revised
masterplan. It should be noted, however, that not all the points made may either
be practical or appropriate, or relate to Ravenscraig Limited. For instance,
reference to traffic calming being required in the residential developments fails to
recognise that the housing layouts have been designed around the principles of
Designing Streets, which seeks to control vehicle speeds naturally through the
design of the streets rather than by installing traffic calming measures. In addition,
other comments relate to matters that currently lie within the scope of the
Council's functions (eg litter bins) or are the responsibility of other parties (eg post
boxes); however, these have been noted and will be taken up with the relevant
bodies

5.3 When Ravenscraig Limited have prepared a revised masterplan, it is anticipated
that it will be submitted as an application for planning permission in principle, at
which stage there will be a statutory public consultation on the proposals before a
decision is made on the application. There will, therefore, be further opportunity
for public comment on the revised proposals for the site before any planning
application is determined.

6. Recommendations

6.1 It is recommended that the Committee notes the content of this report, and agrees
that the report and recommendations by Ironside Farrar "Ravenscraig Masterplan
Review Community Engagement" be forwarded to Ravenscraig Limited to provide
them with details of issues considered important by the local community and key
stakeholders, to help inform their work on the revised masterplan.

&"Xel

Shirley Linton
Head of Enterprise and Place



Appendix

Summary of Consultation Responses by Key Issues

Providing New Housing

• A general consensus that a mix of housing type and tenure seen as
important including social, retirement and affordable housing

• Community infrastructure to support new housing should be delivered as
soon as possible

• Numerous residents raised concern around mixing social with privately
owned housing

• Improvements in internet/broadband provision required. Poor connections
do not allow people to work from home

Community Infrastructure

• Community infrastructure should be delivered as soon as possible
• Primary school provision (with nursery) should be a priority. Concerns that

schools in the area will not be able to cope with additional housing on site
• Clear appetite for strong local centres to support and sustain housing but

not at a level that would be to the detriment of the existing Motherwell and
Wishaw town centres

• Local centres within walking distance to reduce car dependency is
important

• Suggestions for the expansion of the Regional Sports Facility to include
swimming pool and outdoor athletics track

• Easily accessible doctor's surgery and healthcare services are important
• Proposed infrastructure to support the community include

Informal and free access sports pitches
Play space for children

> Social facilities such as a community centre
> Additional/larger litter and dog fouling bins
> Post box
> Place of worship

Employment

• Clear support for the creation of local job opportunities, particularly in
manufacturing, technology and educational sectors

• The expansion of vocational offerings by the College and training
opportunities with local businesses would be beneficial to young people in
the area

• Improvements in internet/broadband provision required to support people
working from home. Those that currently work from home face difficulties
in doing so due to poor connections

Green Space

• Parks and greenspaces should be incorporated into the masterplan
• Biodiversity and wildlife should be encouraged and protected within the

masterplan
• Green network links to existing green spaces are important
• Improve walking and cycling links
• A number of suggestions for informal and free access to sports pitches
• Play space for children with safe links to housing



Connectivity

• More frequent public transport services are required to improve links with
existing town centres

• A train station with park and ride facility is seen as desirable and important
in enabling commuting to Glasgow

• Improve the walking and cycling experience within Ravenscraig, safe
walking routes connecting to local centres are required

• Infrastructure to encourage multi−modal journeys should be introduced and
encouraged

• Introduction of traffic calming measures required

Sustainability

• Strong local centres to support and sustain housing is required
• Most people are happy with a scaling back of the proposed new town

centre or no new town centre at all, returning the focus to the existing town
centres

• Public transport services are required to improve links with existing town
centres

• Active travel routes through and linking green spaces are important

For further information please contact Les Stevenson on 01236 632480


