
f 

To: AlRDRlE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP 

From: HEAD OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

Date: 1 OTH October 2007 Ref: DPT/O 1 /O 1 /G L 

- -  ?- -.._,,. 

Subject: 

Airdrie Town Centre Action 
Plan 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
Airdrie Local Area Partnership 

I. 

1 .I 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Purpose of Report 

This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on the progress made on the 
Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan and the status of the projects and initiatives contained 
therein. 

Background 

The Airdrie Town Centre Action plan was approved by North Lanarkshire Council’s 
Economic Regeneration Committee in March 2005 as a multi-agency and wide ranging 
approach for the regeneration process in Airdrie Town Centre. 

Environment Services will continue to build on the successes that have been achieved to 
date in implementing the plan. The following is an update on the individual projects 
contained within Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan which are under development: 

Airdrie Town Centre Environmental Improvements (Phase 3) 
These works have been generally well received and are performing well and we are into the 
defect liability period of the contract. The works are being regularly inspected and a number 
of defects have been noted and these will be rectified in the coming months, following 
discussion with the contractor. 

Airdrie Town Centre Environmental Improvements (Phase 2) 
As indicated at the last meeting of the Partnership a scheme of additional improvements is 
being developed for this phase, which has been in operation for over 3 years. This will 
include regular repairs to the paving but also additional bollards to prevent off street parking 
and over run of the pedestrian areas and the alteration of some of the planting beds. 

Airdrie Town Centre Environmental Improvements (Phase 4) 
The resurfacing of the footways on Buchanan Street and Hallcraig Street was completed in 
early 2007. The installation of new street lighting has also been completed which has 
enhanced the security of the area through the use of white light, which not only is brighter 
but gives clearer CCTV pictures. 

Airdrie Business Centre 
The f 5  million Airdrie Business Centre which was opened by H.R.H. The Duke of Wessex, 
in April 2007 has not only been a success in terms of the take up of space, being ahead of 
projected occupancy figures, but has now won, and has been short listed for, a number of 
awards for sustainability and the overall development and its contribution to regeneration in 
the town. 
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Streetscape Design Works 
The f 180,000 contract to renew and replace paths and landscaping between the Business 
Centre and the Hallcraig Street Car Park is now fully completed. This project has improved 
the setting for the building and made access from the Hallcraig Street car park to the 
Business Centre more direct while also making the paths more user friendly for the disabled 
and people with young children in prams. 

3. 

Mill Street Masterplan 
The construction of the Business Centre, environmental enhancements and development of 
car parking, have delivered on three elements contained within this Masterplan. In light of 
this and changes within the business environment since the plan was developed it will now 
be revised to identify further deliverable outcomes to support the Town Centre and its 
economy. 

Airdrie to Bathgate Rail Line 
Following Royal assent for this f300 million investment in re-opening and dual tracking the 
rail line between Airdrie and Bathgate, work is continuing on the more detailed aspects of 
the development and the construction programme. This development will give the people of 
Airdrie a direct rail link to Edinburgh and see additional stations and substantial 
improvements to Airdrie Station. Preparatory work will commence on the project in the very 
near future. 

Car Parking Enhancement 
Consultants have submitted an application for the development of additional car parking 
within the town centre, on the former gasholder site utilising money from the vacant and 
derelict land fund. This will provide much needed public car parking readily accessible to 
South Bridge Street for people entering the Town Centre from the north and accessible to 
Graham Street via the improved footpath network at the Business Centre. 

Traffic Modelling 
The completion of the Airdrie Coatbridge Traffic Model will permit scenario testing for a 
range of potential improvements to the town's road network. 

Summary 

3.1 The progress with projects and initiatives identified within the Airdrie Town Centre Action 
Plan during 2006107 amounted to an investment of almost f7M. Over the course of this 
next financial year, the remaining short-term and medium-term projects currently underway 
will be developed towards implementation and at the same time the long-term aspirations of 
the Action Plan will be progressed including those being promoted by partner agencies. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan. 

& DEVELOPMENT (1 2"d September 2007) 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact Gordon Laing on 
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