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1. Introduction 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise the Committee on the background to the flooding 
in Broomknoll Street, Airdrie. 

2. Background 

This report refers to the ongoing problem of flooding which occurs on the southern link of 
Broomknoll Street, Airdrie, from the roundabout on the A89 down to the junction with Cairnhill 
Road at Victoria Place, adjacent to Airdrie rail station. 

The road is used by commuters to gain access to Airdrie Town Centre from and to Airdrie 
Railway Station. Pedestrians and motorists alike also use Broomknoll Street as the main 
access for the residents of Gartlea, Cairnhill, and Calderbank as well as through traffic from 
the A8 along the B802 from the south. 

The location has been subject to a number of flooding situations for a number of years, and 
reports of flooding at the location go back as far as August 2000. 

The frequency of flooding at this location has increased dramatically over recent months. The 
road and footways have been closed on a number of occasions due to this severe flooding, 
thereby causing great inconvenience to motorists and pedestrians alike. This Council has 
received a number of complaints from members of the public, commuters trying to access 
Airdrie Station, motorists, and from elected council members. The matter has been reported 
via Northline (the Council's fault reporting system on 24'h June 2007, 6'h, 7'h ,17'h ,26'h ,27'h 
July , and 1" August 2007. The problem has also been reported in the Evening Times 
newspaper on 25TH July 2007 and in the Airdrie and Coatbridge Advertiser on 1"August 2007. 
It is normal for the flood to dissipate over a period of several hours, subject to reducing rainfall, 
leaving the road requiring cleansing and repair to damaged areas, prior to re-opening to traffic. 
The required road and footway closures have normally carried out by North Lanarkshire 
Council, as has road cleansing and repairs, together with the re-opening of the road and 
footways. These works have caused this Council to incur unanticipated expenditure to deal 
with the ongoing and recurring situation. 

The flooding location is shown on Scottish Water information provided by their Consulting 
Engineers, Hyder Consulting, under the Airdrie Drainage Plan HP5 - Broomknoll Street at 



Railway Bridge. The area to the south of Broomknoll Street, on Cairnhill Road itself is also 
shown on Hyder information as HP8 Hogg Street at 47-51 Cairnhill Road. There seems to be 
an element of internal flooding at the junction with Hogg Street. Cairnhill Road itself has new 
development taking place to the south of Hogg Street, which may exacerbate the situation at 
Broomknoll Street itself. The flooding has been discussed with and reported to representatives 
of Scottish Water on a number of occasions, without any proposal from Scottish Water to 
alleviate the problem. Scottish Water prioritise their capital investment works based on 
frequency of internal flooding. The Head of Roads is preparing to send a letter to Scottish 
Water asking for this area to be given some priority. 

Following the recent flooding events, roads officials observed the sewer surcharging into the 
road and contacted Scottish Water to check the existing sewer systems. In particular in the 
location of house building works adjacent to the bowling club. These investigations showed no 
damage to the sewer. 

North Lanarkshire Council has now carried out an investigation into the road drainage system 
on 26'h August 2007, to determine if this was contributing to the situation. The investigation 
revealed road drains have their own carrier pipe out falling to the Southburn Culvert. This 
outfall is blocked at the above housing site and roads now intend to meet the developer in 
order to repair the damage. The road drains therefore presently have a limited capacity and 
removal of the blockage will allow the road drains to better cope with the sewage surcharge. 
Remedial works will be carried out as soon as possible. 

3. Recommendation 

3.1 It is recommended that the Partnership 
A) notes the contents of the above report, and 
B) invites a representative from Scottish Water attend the next Airdrie Local Area 

Partnership. 

Graham Mackay 
HEAD OF ROADS AND TRANSPORTATION 
(1 gth Sept 2007) 
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