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Motherwell, 19 June 2008 at 9.30 am. 

A Special Meeting of the CORPORATE SERVICES (LICENSING) SUB-COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Hogg, Convener; Councillors Cefferty, Ferrie, Homer, lrvine and McElroy. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Hogg (Convener) presided. 

IN AlTENDANCE 

The Administrative Officer (Committee and Civic Governance Services); Chief Solicitor (Licensing), and 
Licensing Solicitor. 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

Chief Inspector McPhail and Sergeant Harkin, "N" Division, Strathclyde Police. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Clarke, Harmon, McAuley, S.  Love and Wallace. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN TERMS OF THE ETHICAL STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE ETC. 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 2000 

1. No declarations were made. 

REMIT FROM THE CORPORATE SERVICES COMMllTEE AT ITS MEETING HELD ON 15 MAY 
2008 - PROVISION OF TAXI RANKS IN AlRDRlE 

2. With reference to paragraph 26 of the Minute of the meeting of the Corporate Services Committee 
held on 15 May 2008, when it was agreed that the receipt of 400 letters regarding the provision of taxi 
ranks in Airdrie be deemed to be a petition and be remitted to this Sub-Committee, there was 
submitted the report dated 29 April 2008 by the Head of Central Services which had been submitted 
to the Corporate Services Committee and which advised that the Council had received 400 letters 
requesting the provision of taxi ranks in Airdrie. 

The Administrative Officer then orally advised that since the receipt of the 400 letters, a further 1,879 
letters had been received. 

Decided: that the Head of Legal Services investigate the provision of taxi ranks in Airdrie and 
submit a report to a future meeting of this Sub-Committee. 



SPECIAL CORPORATE SERVICES (LICENSING) SUB - 19 June 2008 

It was agreed in terms of Section 50A(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, that the public 
be excluded from the meeting for the following items on the grounds that the business involved the 
likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 6 and 14 of Part 1 of Schedule 7A of 
the Act. 

HEARING - TAXI OPERATOR’S LICENCE - RENEWAL AND VARIATION - ARCHIBALD BROWN, 
3 MAGNOLIA GARDENS, NEWARTHILL, MOTHERWELL 

3. The Chief Solicitor advised (1) that applications (tabled) had been received by Archibald Brown, 
3 Magnolia Gardens, Newarthill, Motherwell for the renewal of and the variation of his Taxi Operator’s 
Licence to include Sharon McVey, 3 Magnolia Gardens, Newarthill, Motherwell as a joint Licence 
holder, and (2) that a late objection to the applications had been received from the Chief Constable, 
Strathclyde Police. 

The Administrative Officer indicated that although Archibald Brown was not in attendance, his agent, 
Gerard Drugen, Beltrami and Company, Solicitors, was in attendance to speak in support of the 
applications. 

The Sub-Committee then heard Chief Inspector McPhail explain the reasons for the Chief Constable’s 
objection being submitted late and Mr. Drugen advised that he had no objection to the Chief 
Constable’s objection being considered. 

The Sub-Committee then heard Chief Inspector McPhail outline the Chief Constable’s objection 
(tabled) to the applications and Mr. Drugen advise that, in respect of the variation, although the 
application had originally been submitted as a joint application, he now wished to amend the 
application, on behalf of his client, to remove his client‘s name from the application and add Sharon 
McVey as the sole Licence holder. 

The Sub-Committee then heard Chief Inspector McPhail indicate, on behalf of the Chief Constable, 
that he would wish a new application to be submitted to the Council to vary the Taxi Operator‘s 
Licence to remove Archibald Brown’s name from the Licence and add Sharon McVey as the sole 
Licence ho Id er. 

Thereafter, Mr. Drugen and representatives of the Police withdrew from the meeting and the 
Sub-Committee resumed consideration of the matter. 

Mr. Drugen and representatives of the Police were then re-admitted to the meeting. 

The Sub-Committee on resuming consideration of the matter determined that the amendment to the 
application to vary be not accepted and consideration of the joint application resume. 

Thereafter, the Sub-Committee heard Chief Inspector McPhail outline the Chief Constable’s objection 
to the application and Mr. Drugen speak in support of the application, who then referred to his letter 
dated 13 March 2008, submitted to the Council in mitigation. 

The Convener then requested, since Mr. Drugen’s letter dated 13 March 2008 had not been included 
within the paperwork tabled, that it be circulated to the Sub-Committee and representatives of the 
Police. 

The Administrative Officer advised that the meeting would require to be adjourned in order to arrange 
for copies of the additional documentation to be made available to the Sub-Committee. 

Decided: that the meeting be adjourned until 11.45 am to arrange for copies of the additional 
documentation to be made available to the Sub-Committee. 
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