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Executive Summary

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee that a petition containing c14
signatures has been lodged on beh aif of Coltness Community Council. The petitioners
are requesting that the former Coltness Community Centre be used as a Boxing Club.
The proposed action to be taken by Education, Youth and Communities in response to
the petition is also outlined in the report.

Recommendations

It is recommended that the Finance and Organisational Business Sub Committee
approve that a response is sent out to the petitioner's representative firstly providing
information regarding the Council's policy in respect of Community Asset Transfer and
secondly inviting them to carry out further work with the Council's CommunityCo−Production

Officer to plan a way forward.

Supporting Documents
Council business Improved relationships with communities and third sector
plan to 2020 Action 18: Prioritise and invest in increasing community

capacity and resilience.

1. Background

The petition referred to in the introduction to this report was lodged with the
Council in June 2017.

The Learning and Leisure Services Committee, which met on 2d August 2011
declared Coltness Community Centre, Coltness Road, Wishaw surplus to
operational requirements. Subsequently at the Education Committee meeting
on 7th February 2017 the access road to the community centre was also
declared surplus to requirements. Members are asked to note that the former
Coltness Community Centre was originally declared surplus to operational
requirements due to its relocation into a new purpose built Schools & Centres
21 facility on the Calderbridge Primary School campus.



2. Report

2.1 Approach to Response to Petitioners

2.1.1 The Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015

2.1.1.1 Community Asset Transfer

The Council is keen to work with community and voluntary organisations to
support them in exploring how they might take on responsibility for owning,
leasing or managing their own premises or other types of facility or indeed
operating services for local communities from former Council premises.

The Council has established a Community Asset Transfer policy the first stage
of which involves community organisations accessing support through the
Council's Community Co−Production Officer to begin a discussion about the
services proposed and the community need identified.

The Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 sets out a clear framework
for community and voluntary groups that are interested in asset transfer.

Community and voluntary organisations must be very clear about why owning
or managing their own premises would help them deliver on their aims and
make them more successful in improving outcomes for local communities. In
the initial stages it is important that community organisations are able to answer
the following questions:

• What services does my organisation provide and how would having our
own premises help us deliver improved services or expand what we
currently do?

• Would we be interested in purchasing a property or facility or would we
prefer to lease it?

• How would my organisation meet the running costs, such as electricity,
insurance, repairs and maintenance for the property?

• Who would help us run the building or facility and provide our services?
• Would we need to employ staff?
• Does my organisation has a written constitution or are we an incorporated

organisation with a memorandum and articles of association?
• Is there wider support amongst the members of my organisation and in the

local community for us taking on our own property or facility?

Advice and guidance is available from the Council, other agencies and other
local groups who have taken over the buildings or facilities and are now running
them successfully.



2.2 Action Taken to Date

The Community Co−Production Officer has met with the local councillors and
three representatives from Coltness Community Council. The CommunityCo−Production

Officer advised the Community Council that they were not in a
position to take on the Centre at present as they did not have in place a
governance structure that would meet the Council's requirements for
Community Asset Transfer. In particular the powers laid out in their constitution
regarding owning and leasing buildings. The Coitness Community Council has
been advised to consider setting up a new organisation such as a community
development trust. The group know the centre is up for sale for £60K and were
planning to put in a note of interest subject to confirming funding before the
closing date of 19th July 2017.

The petition was also discussed at the meeting with the Community Council and
the suggestion put to them that if they could get 20 people committed to setting
up a new organisation then the council would look to provide advice and
support for them through the Community Asset Transfer process.

Under the terms of the Council's Community Asset Transfer policy, it would be
appropriate, in the first instance, for the petitioners to be invited to continue to
discuss the proposal with the Community Co−Production Officer.

3. Implications

3.1 Financial Impact

None

3.2 HR/Policy/Legislative Impact

Request will be considered under the terms of the Community Empowerment
(Scotland) Act 2015 and the Council's associated policies and guidelines for
Community Asset Transfer.

3.3 Environmental Impact

The petition presents the Council with an opportunity to consider an option for
the use of a surplus property which is currently unoccupied.
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