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Executive Summary

This report seeks approval from Elected Members to establish a policy position to
refuse applications for further council house sales following the abolition of the Right to
Buy scheme on 31 July 2016.

Recommendations

It is recommended that the Enterprise and Housing Committee agree the proposal to
establish a policy position to refuse applications for further council house sales.

Supporting Documents
Council business Improve economic opportunities and outcomes by providing
plan to 2020 access to high quality housing across all tenures.
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1. Background

1.1 The Right to Buy was introduced in October 1980 and gave tenants the right to
buy their homes at a discounted price, depending upon how long they had been
living in the property.

1.2 The Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 introduced the Scottish Secure tenancy from
30 September 2002 and made changes to the original scheme previously
implemented and brought in the modernised Right to Buy which made changes
to the qualifying periods in which tenants were subject to.

1.3 Following a consultation process by the Scottish Government, the Right to Buy
ended for all council and housing association tenants in Scotland on 31 July
2016. The reasons for this were to help ensure assistance for people in need of
social housing, prevent further pressure on housing waiting lists, help
communities by keeping homes available for rent and providing sustainability
though the provision of good quality housing that people want to live in.

1.4 The total number of North Lanarkshire Council houses sold (from January 1993
to September 2017) was 18,882.

2. Report

2.1 Since the abolition of Right to Buy the guidance from the Scottish Government
has been updated to state that if a tenant still wishes to buy their home, then the
relevant council or housing association can agree to sell it, however this is not
mandatory. If agreement was made to sell the home, the property would not be
subject to any discount and the market value would be the purchase price
payable for the property.

2.2 Continuing to meet the housing needs of our service users and communities
while targeting support to reach the most vulnerable individuals represents a
significant challenge for North Lanarkshire and as detailed within the 'North
Lanarkshire − Our Ambition" report (approved at Enterprise and Housing
Committee on 10 August 2017). The Local Housing Strategy states the
ambition to increase the provision of affordable homes across all tenures,
increase supply through the empty homes purchase scheme and enhance the
housing offer to encourage people to want to live in North Lanarkshire rather
than to reduce supply of council housing.

2.3 To support this priority and ensure the continued supply of good quality,
affordable housing within North Lanarkshire, it is proposed to establish a policy
position to refuse further council house sales.

3. Implications

3.1 Financial Impact
There is no financial impact from this report.



3.2 HR/Policy/Legislative Impact
There is currently no established policy for dealing with council house sales
outwith the now abolished Right to Buy, the intention is to establish a policy.
The establishment of a policy to refuse any further council house sale
applications would support the Council's ambition to increase the provision of
affordable housing across all tenures. There are no HR or legislative impacts
from this report.

3.3 Environmental Impact
There are no environmental impacts from this report.

3.4 Risk Impact
There are no significant risks identified from this report.

4. Measures of success

4.1 Success will be determined by the council's ability to meet the ambitious new
housing supply targets set out in the NL Homes Delivery Plan and the ongoing
performance of the council's strategic housing management service in
addressing housing need within North Lanarkshire.
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