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The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of receipt of a petition signed by 11
business representatives regarding the council's actions in relation to a fire in March
2017 affecting properties within Main Street/Academy Street, Coatbridge.

Recommendations

It is recommended that the Committee note the contents of this report and actions taken
by Enterprise and Housing Resources along with other responsible parties.

Supporting Documents
Council business plan to 2020: Improve the health, wellbeing and care of
communities and improve relationships with communities.



1. Background

1.1 In March 2017, a fire occurred within a building in Main Street/Academy Street
Coatbridge. Emergency Services and the council's Building Standards Service
were called to the building.

1.2 In accordance with the Building (Scotland) Act 2003, emergency measures were
put in place the council's Building Standards Service to maintain the safety of the
public during an ongoing situation regarding the damaged building. These actions
included: −

• Partial/limited demolition of sections of the building assessed by a structural
engineer as being deemed in danger of imminent collapse

• Heras fencing and notices placed around the site itself to maintain a safe
exclusion zone

• An emergency road closure notice issued for Academy Street
• An ongoing monitoring regime

1.3 In terms of responsibility for ensuring the safe condition of any building, the
Building (Scotland) Act 2003 states that this responsibility lies with the owners of a
building, not the Local Authority.

1.4 Following the immediate necessary measures being undertaken, Building Standard
staff were in negotiation with the numerous owners of the building, their insurance
loss adjusters and agents. As part of these negotiations, it was established that the
title deeds with regard to ownership and responsibilities of the various owners
were complicated and unclear.

1.5 It is understood the owners have now reached agreement. In association with this
demolition work, an engineering solution regarding shoring structures to the
exposed gables is currently being devised by the owners' consultant engineers to
ensure no adverse effects on the surrounding buildings.

1.6 In September 2017, a petition was received by the Council from 11 businesses
regarding the actions to date of the council in relation to the fire damaged building.

2. Report

2.1 In terms of the incident that occurred, the Building Standards service as stated in
1.2 have acted in accordance with Sections 29 & 30 of the Building (Scotland) Act
2003. This Act places a responsibility on a local authority to carry out such work as
is necessary to prevent access to a building or any adjacent areas which appear
dangerous due to the condition of the building. In addition, any other works
necessary for the protection of public safety in areas adjacent to the building must
also be undertaken.

2.2 The legislation states that a local authority can only undertake reasonable action
based upon the circumstances of a particular case. In terms of the incident that
occurred, this means it is limited in terms of demolishing the building.



2.3 The petitioners asked why the Council had not fully demolished the building to
date. If total demolition were enforced by the local authority, this may be viewed as
acting beyond what was deemed reasonable and may leave the authority open to
legal challenge by the various owners.

2.4 The petitioners also stipulated there has been a lack of communication by the
council with the surrounding properties in terms of a solution to the ongoing issues
surrounding the currently secured building.

2.5 The primary responsibility for the building rests with the owners but as detailed in
1.3, the council has been informed that they have now agreed to the demolition of
the building.

2.6 As part of this works, as stated, a solution to enable this demolition to take place is
being developed by the owners' consultant engineers.

2.7 As soon as the council has been informed that the details of the demolition
including all associated necessary works have been confirmed, a factsheet will be
prepared
and provided by the council to the petitioners.

3. Implications

3.1 Financial Impact
There were no financial implications in relation to the noted petition.

3.2 HR/Policy/Legislative Impact
There are no personnel or equalities implications.

3.3 Environmental Impact
The Council's Building Standards service will continue to monitor the
arrangements in place and proposed demolition in relation to the fire damaged
building and its surrounding environment.

4. Measures of success

4.1 Successfully assisting, as appropriate, responsible owners to achieve a solution in
relation to the fire damaged building.
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