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The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of receipt of a petition signed by 28
petitioners regarding the condition of a garden area of a private owned property in
Cu mbernauld.

Recommendations

It is recommended that Committee note the contents of this report and actions taken by
Enterprise and Housing Resources staff in terms of the above matter.

Supporting Documents
Council business plan to 2020: Assistance to homeowners through partnership working
to help them maintain their properties and use enforcement powers where necessary.
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1. Background

1.1 In June 2017, a petition was received by the council from 21 (28 signatures)
households about the condition of a garden within a privately owned property in
Cumbernauld.

1.2 Enterprise and Housing Resources staff were made aware of the condition of the
garden area and structure of the property on 26 February 2016 through an MSP
enquiry.

1.3 Officers from Building Standards, Environmental Health and Private Sector
Solutions have visited this property and contacted the owner regarding the
condition of their garden area asking for confirmation as to what actions would be
taken to ensure it was brought up to an acceptable standard.

1.4 Works were undertaken at that time in relation to the walls of the property to ensure
they remained safe and posed no danger to the public. The owner undertook work
which ensured their garden area was secure. The garden area itself was tidied and
elements of rubbish removed.

The owner was also advised, at that time, of assistance the council could provide
in relation to ensuring that a family sized property was brought back into use.

1.5 On 26 April 2017, Enterprise and Housing Resources staff were again contacted
by a local MSP with regards to security and condition of the property and garden
area. Contact was then made with the owner.

1.6 When contacted, the owner confirmed that they were currently undertaking internal
renovation works within their property.

1.7 Officers subsequently visited and confirmed internal works were being undertaken
to the property. The owner was reminded to ensure that once the works were
completed, their garden area was again tidied.

1.8 Officers have inspected the property again since receipt of the petition detailed in
1.1 and although the condition of the garden was noted as improved since their
previous visit, they have contacted the owner again to advise that further work is
required in terms of the condition of their garden area.

1.9 Officers have been in contact with the householder that made the complaints
confirming the actions they were undertaking in terms of contact with the owner of
the property in question in terms of ensuring that the garden area remains tidy and
secure.

2. Report

2.1 Section 179 of the Town & Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 provides for the
serving of an Amenity Notice where it is considered that the condition of land is
such that it adversely affects the amenity of an area. Guidance however states that
such powers should be used only in severe and isolated cases and as such it is
not considered appropriate to use these powers to keep gardens tidy.



2.2 The inspections of the garden area, in private ownership, have noted that it is visually
untidy. It has however been confirmed that its condition is not of a severity that it
currently merits the initiation of a Waste Land Notice.

2.3 The views of the surrounding community, as confirmed by the submission of a petition,
are recognised and officers will implement a monitoring regime to ensure that the
condition of the garden does not deteriorate again and if appropriate, enforcement
action will be undertaken against the owner of the property. The owner has been
informed of this action.

2.4 Officers will also work with the owner to try to ensure that following the commencement
of the internal renovations to the property, it is brought back into use as quickly as
possible.

3. Implications

3.1 Financial Impact
There are no financial implications in relation to the noted petition.

3.2 HR/Policy/Legislative Impact
There are no personnel or equalities implications.

3.3 Environmental Impact
Staff within Enterprise and Resources will continue to monitor the property in
relation to potential enforcement action, if appropriate, with regard to the condition
of the garden area.

4. Measures of success

4.1 Successful engagement with the private owner to ensure the garden area condition
does not deteriorate to a level that it affects its surrounding environment.
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