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Executive Summary
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Historically the council have enabled private individuals to procure the construction of
dropped kerb vehicular access works through the Direct Labour Organisation and
subsequent roads partnership arrangements. The purpose of this report is to seek
approval to change the current process in relation to the provision of dropped kerb
vehicular access works by ceasing to offer the service.

Recommendations

It is recommended that Committee approve the withdrawal of this service.

Supporting Documents
Council Business Plan to 2020
Contributes to the councils guiding principle of improve our targeting of resources
towards communities and individuals most at need.

Link to Business Plan 2020
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1. Background

1.1 It is an offence for a vehicle to cross the public footway of a road to gain
access to a property unless there is the provision of a suitable dropped kerb
vehicular access. All driveways to residential properties should be by means
of a dropped kerb vehicular access.

1.2 In the case of properties without an existing dropped kerb vehicular access the
responsibility for providing one rests with the individual home owner.

1.3 Under the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, permission is required from the Roads
Authority for undertaking works in the public road. This permission would be
required before the construction of a new dropped kerb vehicular access.

1.4 Assuming new dropped kerb vehicular accesses are constructed at a safe
location taking into consideration of set criteria including visibility, proximity to
junctions etc. permission would not be withheld.

1.5 The granting of permission from the Roads Authority does not exempt the
applicant from obtaining any other permission which may be required, such as
Planning consent in the case where the application is for a dropped kerb
vehicular access on a classified road.

1.6 Currently we provide a service where private individuals can procure the
works to construct a dropped kerb vehicular access by the Council through
the partnership arrangement with Amey Public Services LLP.

1.7 Prior to undertaking the works customers are provided with a no obligation
cost estimate.

1.8 In 2015/16 and 2016/17 the service received 324 and 358 requests
respectively to provide estimates. Of these requests only 94 and 104 were
progressed to construction through the councils partners Amey Public
Services LLP.

1.9 The approximate time for visiting a site, including measuring the works and
producing an estimate is around 1 hour. As shown in the table below this
results in an estimated 6.5 weeks (2015/16) and 7.3 weeks (2016/17) of
abortive staff time for producing estimates.

Year Estimate Works Abortive Abortive
requests carried out Visits Visits

(weeks)
2015/2016 324 94 230 6.5
2016/2017 358 104 254 7.3

1.10 Of the 230 (2015/16) and 254 (2016/17) abortive visits anecdotal evidence
suggests that a proportion of the dropped kerb vehicular accesses are
constructed without the required permission to undertake work in the public
road network.
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2. Report

2.1 To reduce the amount of abortive journeys to undertake estimates that do not
result in works being undertaken through the council's partnership
arrangement it is proposed to stop the provision of this service.

2.2 Works procured through Amey Public Services LLP can take up to three
months to complete as it is programmed alongside works to maintain the
existing road network in a safe condition. Therefore, Customers will have the
ability to dictate timescales by appointing their own contractor and enable
works internal to properties (e.g. driveway mono blocking) to be co−ordinated
with works within the public road network.

2.3 Stopping the service will allow the time saved to be better allocated e.g.
undertaking safety inspections within the desired timescales and for customer
enquiries to be addressed timeously.

2.4 There are a number of Local Small and Medium Enterprises within or around
North Lanarkshire that could provide this service and that have experience of
obtaining the necessary permissions for carrying out the works and taking the
required measures to ensure works are undertaken safely.

3. Implications

3.1 Financial Impact

No impact

3.2 HR/Policy/Legislative Impact

No impact

3.3 Environmental Impact

No impact

3.4 Risk Impact

No impact
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4. Measures of success

4.1 Better allocation of inspector time to ensure safety inspections and customer
enquiries are undertaken timeously.

Iv

Kenneth Forbes
Head of Environmental Assets
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