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Executive Summary

In the summer of 2018 an exciting new multi−sport event will get underway as the
inaugural European Championships will be hosted in Glasgow and Berlin bringing
together some of the continent's leading sports including the existing European
Championships for Athletics, Aquatics, Cycling, Gymnastics, Rowing and Triathlon
with a new Golf Team Championships.

To be staged every four years starting in August 2018, the European Championships
will be a new highlight on the global sporting calendar, elevating the status of
European Champions during an 11−day celebration of world−class sport and a packed
10−day broadcast schedule. As part of the Glasgow 2018 programme, North
Lanarkshire will host the Rowing and Triathlon European championships at
Strathclyde Park and we will welcome 750 elite athletes and 1200 age group athletes
(aged from 16 to 80+) to compete in the 2 sports over seven days in August.

The Championships will take Scotland's sporting reputation to the next level. With a
potential television audience of up to 1.03 billion across Europe set to watch the
action, North Lanarkshire will again be in the spotlight with the event being covered
by free−to−air broadcasters, including the BBC, across the continent.

A team of staff from across the council, North Lanarkshire Leisure and Culture NL
along with partner bodies, will work side by side with Glasgow 2018 to ensure that the
events, entertainment programme and venues showcase North Lanarkshire as a first
class events destination and that the athletes, families, supporters, and spectators
experience North Lanarkshire as a positive and vibrant location.

Recommendations

It is recommended that Committee notes:

Notes the dates of the events in Strathclyde Park as 2 nd August till 5th August
for Rowing and 9th August till 12th August for Triathlon. Committee should also
note the role that events such as this have in promoting community
participation, achieving partnership working, and promoting North Lanarkshire
as a key events location and tourist destination.
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1. Background

1.1 A new era in world sport will get underway in the summer of 2018 as Glasgow
and Berlin host the inaugural European Championships − an exciting newmulti−sport

event bringing together some of the continent's leading sports. It is
proposed that this event will be staged every four years starting in August 2018
and the European Championships will be a new highlight on the global sporting
calendar, elevating the status of European Champions during an 11−day
celebration of world−class sport (2−12 August).

1.2 Delivered in partnership with several leading European sports federations and
the European Broadcast Union (EBU), the event brings together the existing
European Championships for Athletics, Aquatics, Cycling, Gymnastics, Golf,
Rowing and Triathlon. The rowing and triathlon will take place at Strathclyde
Park.

1.3 Around 3,000 athletes will travel to Scotland as part of an overall delegation of
around 8,500 including officials, media and others. With a potential television
audience of up to 1 .O3billion across Europe set to watch the action the event is
being covered by free−to−air broadcasters, including the BBC, across the
continent. All sports will be branded and broadcast as one integrated multi−sport
event.

1.4 Glasgow and Scotland will host Aquatics, Cycling, Rowing, Triathlon,
Gymnastics and Golf while Berlin will host the European Athletics
Championships.

1.5 Funded jointly by the Scottish Government and Glasgow City Council the
European Championships will build on the economic, cultural and sporting
legacy achieved by staging events such as the Commonwealth Games in 2014.
Further details on the event can be found at

1.6 The championships will utilise the newly upgraded finishing tower, in which, the
upgrade works were a joint venture between North Lanarkshire Council and
Sportscotland. The timing tower upgrades were carried out and completed in
July 201 7and now offer the championships a state of the art world class facility
for elite sport.

Key Facts

• Delivery of sports events by leading European Sports Federations.
• Brings together existing individual European Championships into oneco−ordinated

multi−sport concept.
• Strathclyde Park to host 2 of the 6 sports based in Scotland.
• 7−days celebration of European sport staged in North Lanarkshire.
• First edition will be staged on the 2−12 August 2018.
• 2018 European Championships to include 7 leading sports: athletics,

swimming, cycling, rowing, triathlon, golf and gymnastics.
• Approximately 4,500 athletes to compete.
• The rowing event will utilise the newly upgraded finishing tower.
• EBU and their free−to−air members are the broadcast partners. The

individual events will have a potential total audience of more than 1.03
billion television viewers across the continent and an even wider audience
via multiple digital platforms.
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2. Report

2.1 Members will be aware of the previous reports submitted to Committee in 2015
detailing the delivery for the Glasgow 2018 championships.

2.2 The council have seconded an event project lead from North Lanarkshire
Leisure to manage the project team responsible for supporting Glasgow 2018 in
the successful delivery of the Championships and associated events.

2.3 From the outset the council have the ambition to host the best Games ever and
ensure there is opportunity for the people in North Lanarkshire to experience
the games.

2.4 The Venue Use Agreement is under negotiation at present and the expectation
is that this is signed off before the end of the year.

2.5 The capital upgrade works for the rowing course and concourse area of the
Watersports Centre will get underway in November.

2.6 The council have established an agreed group to provide support for controlling
the water quality in Strathclyde loch and the service have extensive experience
of managing water quality for sporting events at the park.

2.7 The development of a workable transport strategy for the Games is underway
and the council are working with all partners to ensure there is clear
communication and information is provided before and during the
championships to residents and visitors.

2.8 It is proposed that an additional date will be added to the occupancy of
Strathclyde Park to enable Triathlon Scotland to use the facilities to host a
festival participation day in order to encourage the local, regional and national
community to come along and experience triathlon on the championship
course. The event will look to attract families by offering activities for all age
groups to come along at try one, two and three of the disciplines as well as
offering competitive races.

2.9 The finishing tower was utilised for the first time during the home internationals
rowing regatta in July. A further three regattas have been identified to test all
equipment in the lead up to the championships.

2.10 North Lanarkshire will operate an activation zone within Strathclyde Park during
the duration of the championships. Discussions are underway to look positively
at funding elements of the culture and sport programme which will be included.

3. Implications

3.1 Financial Impact
A financial proposal is being prepared with the income and expenditure for all
elements of the Championships in relation to North Lanarkshire.

3.2 The economic impact for North Lanarkshire and the surrounding area will be
significant with a high level of room nights being purchased and visitor spend in
local restaurants, shops and leisure facilities. A full impact report will be
prepared and presented at a later date.
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3.2 HR/Policy/Legislative Impact

N/A

3.3 Environmental Impact

N/A

3.4 Risk Impact

Risks associated with Strathclyde Country Park are kept under constant review.

4. Measures of success

4.1 A successful delivery of both the rowing and triathlon European championship
events.

4.2 Ticket Sales I Visitors to Strathclyde Park − tickets went on sale in July and
both the Rowing and Triathlon events have sold over 40% of their total
allocation to this date. The events at Strathclyde Park also free to view areas so
should attract a significant number of visitors to the park who have an interest in
an event of this scale taking place in North Lanarkshire.

4.3 Sports Development Legacy − North Lanarkshire Leisure are engaged with
the governing bodies of both sports and Glasgow 2018 to ensure that there is
awareness and opportunity for residents of North Lanarkshire to have the
opportunity to access both sports and provide a pathway to participate.

4.4 Infrastructure Legacy − The upgrade capital works programme will ensure
that the on water and concourse works will provide opportunity to attract future
national and international events to North Lanarkshire. The timing tower works
have already been completed.

4.5 Volunteering − Building on the success of the 'Northlander' volunteers at the
British Transplant Games, the council and VANL will once again engage with
the local community to offer opportunities to be part of the local volunteer
workforce. Roles and quantities are being collated at present and it should be
noted that all volunteers will be required to attend two information sessions
which will be arranged in 2018. Volunteer induction will form part of the
sessions and a further training/familiarisation session will be scheduled closer
to the games.

4.5 Media − Six of the seven competition dates will be broadcast live on BBC and
other European network providers. Showcasing North Lanarkshire and
Strathclyde Park as a world class event and tourist attraction is paramount from
these championships. The council are working with Glasgow 2018 to ensure
the venue is both visually and operationally in peak condition for the duration of
the championships.
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Assistant Chief Executive (Infrastructure)
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