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Executive Summary

An application to purchase the lane accessing amenity greenspace behind Rowan
Street, Wishaw was made by adjoining residents under garden ground procedures.
This was initially objected to by the service as it curtailed access rights to the amenity
greenspace behind Magnolia Street and Laburnum Crescent.

A postal consultation was conducted with residents, which showed an even split
between those that supported and objected to the sale.

A petition from local residents was received on 28/07/17 with 45 signatories from 22
residences in favour of selling the lane to the adjoining resident to allow them to
alleviate parking problems. The parking provision provided as part of the Planning
Consent for the 12 unit housing development on Rowan Street had been reduced from
four spaces to three spaces due to technical construction difficulties.

Recommendations

It is recommended that Committee note the service decision to remove any objection to
the application to sell the land as garden ground.

Supporting Documents
Link to Business Plan 2020

Council business Improve relationships with communities and the third sector:
plan to 2020 Actions:

Improve engagement with our communities to maximise
involvement and empowerment
Provide a safe environment that supports the wellbeing of
communities

Appendix I Consultation Report
Appendix 2 Map
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1. Background

1.1 An application to purchase the lane accessing amenity greenspace behind
Rowan Street, Wishaw was made by the adjoining resident at 12 Rowan Street,
citing issues of anti−social behaviour by users of the lane. This was handled
through the established procedure to investigate if land could be sold as garden
ground. Access Officers objected to the sale as it curtailed access rights to the
amenity greenspace behind Magnolia Street and Laburnum Crescent. Although
there is a second entrance to the greenspace it involved a longer walk for many
residents and prevented a through route walk.

1.2 Following a site visit, no significant evidence of anti−social behaviour was
observed, however other issues including parking were raised. Following
discussion with local elected members, a postal consultation was conducted
with residents. Letters were sent to 44 addresses in Rowan Street, Magnolia
Street and Laburnum Crescent on 22n, June 2017.

1.3 The consultation was assessed on 14th July as five objections to sale, five
supporting the sale and seven had no objection to sale but did not state
reasons.

1.4 The following petition was received on 28/07/17:

Petition in favour of the closure/selling of the Rowan Street Lane

We, the residents of the Lammermoor area, agree that it would be correct for
the Rowan Street resident to be allowed to buy the entrance to build a wider
driveway and negate the problem of access to their drive caused by the houses
being built across the street. This would not have been an issue had Barratt
built the parking lay−by across from 10112 Rowan Street as per the agreedlay−out,

however they failed to do this and have created the parking problems which
resulted in this situation. We are not looking to have the park closed as there
will still be an entrance on Laburnum Crescent allowing all local residents
recreational access.

The petition had 45 signatories from 22 residences. This included the five
residences that had supported the closure in the consultation and six who had
registered no objection but did not support.

2. Report

2.1 The number of on street visitor parking spaces was reduced from four to three
for the twelve new dwellings on Rowan Street as a result of a levels issue that
made construction of one bay unfeasible.

2.2 All except one of the objections in the consultation came from the new housing
on Rowan Street opposite the lane. They are accessing the greenspace from
the Rowan Street side and have cited concern that children use a longer route
out of sight of the street. The results of both the consultation and the extent of
signatures on the petition compared with the number of directly affected
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residences, represent an even split in terms of residents who want to see the
lane disposed of and closed and those that do not, or do not express an
opinion.

2.3 The new dwellings facing onto Rowan Street are part of a larger housing
development which contains its own open space including a childrens equipped
play area currently under construction. This area is accessible using a surfaced
pedestrian route.

2.3 Incorporating the lane into garden ground will alleviate parking issues for one
residence.

2.4 Objections to the closure of the lane particularly cited the potential dangers to
children of a more circuitous access.

2.5 Taking the above into consideration the service has removed the objection to
the potential sale of the land as garden ground.

3. Implications

3.1 Financial Impact

None

3.2 HR/Policy/Legislative Impact

None

3.3 Environmental Impact

None

3.4 Risk Impact

None

4. Measures of success

4.1 Taking the decision to dispose of this land and potentially closing the Rowan
Street lane will assist with parking concerns and community cohesion.

Kenneth Forbes
Head of Environmental Assets
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Appendix I

Consultation Summary
Rowan Street proposed disposal

A request was made to the council to purchase the path beside 12 Rowan Street for
the purpose of extending their garden ground.

Greenspace Development objected to this disposal on the grounds that it reduced
access to the small public Greenspace beyond. Although there is a second pathway
into the area, closing one path would prevent through routes.

Greenspace Development were asked to consult the residents of the area to gauge the
community views on the proposed land sale.

Letters inviting support or objection were sent to 44 addresses in Rowan Street,
Laburnum Crescent and Magnolia Street on 2 2 ' June.

We received 17 replies by letter, email and telephone by 14th July.
5 object to the sale
5 support the sale
Plus a further 7 have no objection

Further comments

Objections

The objections all stated the main reason for wishing to see it remain open was for their
children to continue to gain safe access. Four of the objections related to their own
children and one to visiting grandchildren.

Two of the objections stated that having only one access to the area would increase
the childrens exposure to traffic and they would be out of sight for longer.

One objector felt that the path was being "closed off' just to stop her children from
using it and the communal area beyond and stated that her children had been "told off'
for being there.

Support

Two of those in support suggested that young children were causing a nuisance and
disturbance and closing the path would increase their security. Additionally a further
supporter suggested that the use of the Greenspace should be restricted to the
residents whose gardens back on to it.

One supporter felt that the path is not used and the area would be ideal for a small play
park utilising the second path.

One supporter also pointed out that parking on Rowan Street is difficult since the new
houses have been built and approving the sale would allow the residents at No 12 to
widen their drive and alleviate the problem.

No obiections

Seven respondents have no objection to the proposed sale. Six made no additional
comment and one person pointed out that there is a second entrance.
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Land disposal
at Rowan Street
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