
 

 

   Shotts Community Council 

   shottscommunitycouncil@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Minutes of Meeting - Monday 5th June 2017 

Attendees 

Janice Connelly (Chair) Jim Malcolm 
Alison Reid  Rosaleen Jenkins 
Jason Connelly John Duffy 
Linsey Fairlie Andrew Gardiner 
Nana McLean David Henderson 
John Murphy John Leckie 
  
Cllr Thomas Cochrane Cllr Kenneth Stevenson 
Matthew Black, Fintry Development Trust 
Gary Fanning, Wishaw Press 
AM Wardlaw 

PC Susan Rooney 
L Ferguson 
A Jose 
 

 

Apologies  

Cllr Martin McCulloch Joe Duffy 
Margaret Murphy Ian McKie 
William Gardiner 
Chris Jones 

Calum Durno 
Chris Jones 

  

 

Welcome & Apologies 

Janice acted as chair in Joe's absence and welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

Minutes of 8th May meeting  

Proposed Jim Malcolm  Seconded John Duffy 
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Fintry Development Trust 

Matthew Black was introduced from Fintry Development Trust with a prepared presentation 

regarding the area's successful windfarm. He explained that Fintry is a very small community which 

has no mains gas and how the 15 turbine windfarm has made a huge, positive impact on the area. It 

has reduced carbon and every house in the area can apply for £500 for energy improvements. 

Matthew was interested to determine if a similar scheme can be set up in the Shotts area and 

proposed that Shotts could be used for a case study. 

Councillor Cochrane stated that he has been trying to get solar energy for the Hartwood area. This is 

an area which has no mains gas. Five windfarms had been previously proposed for Shotts, four of 

which were knocked back.   

It was suggested that Shotts could set up a community energy trust. Janice will communicate with 

Shotts Community Development Trust and Fintry Development Trust and possible generate a 

questionnaire for Shotts residents. 

It was mentioned that at the moment local farms are struggling for money, however they would be 

paid rent for land for wind turbines to be erected. 

The question was raised to Matthew Black about what happens to the wind turbines after their 25 

year lifespan. He stated that they will either be decommissioned or recommissioned elsewhere. 

A community council member raised that the heat generated from Environmental Healthcare is 

currently run in to cooling ponds and asked if it would be feasible to use this to create energy for 

Shotts area. 

Councillor Cochrane advised that it is too far away from the grid but the owner of Environmental 

Healthcare would provide cheaper electricity if an industrial estate is built in the same area. This 

would be an incentive for businesses to stay in the area and possibly create employment 

opportunities locally. 
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Secretary’s Report 

Barriers have been installed at Stane Corner. 

Matt Costello and Chris Wond from NLC have been invited to attend August Community Council 

Meeting to determine what we can do to assist local businesses once the bridge reopens in August. 

Dykehead Tennant's and Resident's association is now called Shotts Tennant's and Resident's 

association with all areas now included. Their next meeting is 6th June. 

An issue has been raised regarding the absence of disabled parking spaces at the community centre. 

Janice will send emails to the local councillors. 

Calum has resigned as vice chair, there are currently two open office bearer positions on Community 

Council - vice chair and treasurer. 

 

Police report 

Officer Rooney updated Community Council on recent incidents in the area. There have been a 

number of problems involving youths in Springhill, Stane and Torbothie. This will be addressed at 

Tennant's and Resident's meeting. 

It was raised that trees are being set on fire in Vennachar Street. Councillor Cochrane had a meeting 

with Strathclyde Fire and Rescue regarding the issue and they are keen to work with local schools 

and inform the community of the cost. 

It was suggested that the RSPB be invited along also to discuss the danger that these fires pose to 

wildlife. 

It was asked if Strathclyde Fire and Rescue could possibly hold community events to discuss unlawful 

fires in the lead up to Summer. 

Police Scotland have held presentations in Calderhead High and St Aidan's High regarding the youth 

volunteer scheme. The aim is to have 24 youth volunteers to work alongside 12 adult volunteers. 

The scheme is hoping to raise confidence in youths, provide peer education to young people in the 

area, boost CV's of volunteers and encourage them to take pride in their local community. 
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Councillor's reports 

Councillor Cochrane 

Councillor Cochrane stated that he has been getting to know Morningside as it is a recent addition to 

the ward. He has also been inundated with constituent's enquiries. 

He said that he is trying to deal with the problems at Stane Corner including traffic management. 

A member raised that the traffic problems have worsened since the barriers were erected. Trucks 

and buses are having problems getting round the corner. Councillor Cochrane stated that a full 

safety brief was carried out with the council regarding this area.  The lollipop lady at Stane has 

problems trying to see past parked cars to cross kids over the road.  Councillor Cochrane is hoping 

that full parking restrictions will be implemented at Stane Corner upon completion of a new car park 

in the area. 

He also requested a 20mph zone on approach to Stane Primary School which was denied. 

The 4th elected councillor for the area, Sandy Thornton, has not yet signed his declaration and has 

four weeks left to do so. Failing this, there will be a by election to elect a 4th councillor for the area. 

 

Councillor Stevenson 

Councillor Stevenson stated that he has been contacted regarding the barriers at Stane Corner and 

feels as though the issue has divided the town. He says that he hopes the community remain helpful 

to local businesses. 

He then stated that he is aware that elderly and infirm customers use the hairdressers and are 

dropped off outside it. He feels that full barriers should not be placed here. If there are double 

yellow lines instead, this provides an 11 minute window for drop offs and pickups. 
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AOCB 

Janice introduced two constituents who have an issue regarding the cemetery at Torbothie. Inside 

the gates, there has been erosion of the pathway and it is now encroaching on burial plots which has 

resulted in people walking over graves. This is where their family plot is situated and the damage is 

causing great upset to the family. 

Councillor Cochrane stated that he will go and view the damage and contact Robert Steenson who  

manages infrastructure. There is currently drainage work underway at the cemetery and hopefully 

restoration work can be carried out on the back of that to minimise disruption. 

Janice then introduced Lawrence Ferguson, who lives next to junction 5 of the M8. He stated that 

traffic has quadrupled in recent years, particularly lorries. He is advocating for a roundabout at 

junction 5. He feels that he has had very little support from councillors, MSP's and police. The road is 

being "cut up" leading to constant repairs being carried out. 

Mr Ferguson would prefer if there was a roundabout installed at junction 5 and a bypass road 

leading off the roundabout to join up with the A71 at Headless Cross to reduce traffic volume of 

heavy vehicles through the town. 

Councillor Cochrane stated that he is not in favour of a bypass as it could potentially take business 

away from Shotts as people would be passing through. He does, however, want a redesign of 

junction 5, including a roundabout. This is the only junction on the M8 that hasn't been redeveloped. 

There have been 6 injury accidents here in recent years.  Councillor Cochrane is interested in looking 

at the cost of road maintenance versus the cost of installing a roundabout. 

It was mentioned that Harthill and Salsburgh Community Councils would also need to be consulted. 

Janice will arrange a meeting to include all three community councils to discuss this matter further. 

It was raised that the ramp at the railway station is uneven and dangerous. A member's grandson fell 

on it recently and has cuts and scrapes caused by the uneven, rough surface. This would be a major 

issue for people with mobility problems. Janice advised she would speak with the member after the 

meeting to deal with the matter. 

Janice asked Scotrail about a ticket machine being installed on platform 2 but they responded that 

there are currently no plans to do so. 

John Duffy raised that the Dementia Roadshow held an event in Springhill Community Centre on 

29th May which nobody attended. Another event was scheduled for Tuesday 6th June and Mr Duffy 

urged people to go along to show their support. 
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Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Monday 7th August at 7.30pm in Shotts Community Centre. 

 

Close 

Janice thanked everyone for attending and the meeting was closed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


