
Plains Community Council 
Business Meeting March 13th 2018 at 7 pm  
In Plains Community Centre 

       
 
 
 
 
 

Present: Mary Doris (MD), Jan Stewart (JS), Andy Stewart (AS), Catherine Doris (CD), Jim Walker (JW).  
 
Attending:  Richard Stapely (RS), MQ Estate Agents and Lettings, responsible for the maintenance and letting 
of Main Street flats.  
 
1. Apologies: Councillor Beveridge, Councillor Morgan, Eileen Grier, Elaine Tennent  
 
 
2. Previous Minutes:        Approved JS                            Seconded CD 
 
 
3. Matters Arising: 
In reference to the last meeting with a main agenda item which involved many participants and which was full in 
content, lengthy and contentious, MD felt it was all but impossible for a non- professional secretary with no 
shorthand skills to keep up with such a discussion. MD proposed the recording of such main agenda items if 
numbers involved warranted it. Minute taker would hold the recording until minutes approved when recording 
would be deleted. Attendees were to be informed discussion was being recorded leaving them the choice to 
contribute or not. All present agreed. To be put to absent members at the next meeting. 
 
4. Police Report: 
No police attendance. 
 
 
5. NLC Report: 
No attending councillors. 
 
 NLC Related issues: 
 
Back road had been closed off and cleared of litter several weeks ago. However Cllr. Beveridge had recently 
informed MD that it was again on its way to getting into a bad state with litter and fly tipped waste. 
 
Speeding on A89 between Caldercruix and Plains: 
Cllr. Beveridge had copied emails to MD regarding his substantial efforts to address this problem. He had 
requested that Police Scotland Camera Division provide the occasional presence of a Police speed monitoring 
van on this section of the road to monitor for speeding, with a view to having the speed limit changed to 30mph. 
Response was that vans were concentrated on road areas with a pointage of accidents/fatalities that warranted 
the presence of a speed recording police van, and also that changes in speed limit signs was down to NLC 
Roads Dept.. NLC Roads then informed Cllr. Beveridge that they could not change designated speed signs 
without supporting police traffic evidence. Member agreed that this was a catch 22 situation but applauded Cllr. 
Beveridge for his efforts. 
 
MD advised that Advertiser article in 14th Feb issue reported that decriminalised parking was to be put in place 
by NLC by summer 2018. Members felt that this might help with traffic congestion in Airdrie town centre but 
would not solve the overall problem of congestion at several points along the 212 bus service route between 
Caldercruix and Coatbridge.  
 
 
6. Treasurers Report: 
Bank balance as of 1st March 2018 is £2630.96. Petty cash remains £5.63. Annual NLC Administrative grant of 
£530 received on 13th February 2018. 



 
 
7. Correspondence: 
All members had received the most recent version of NLC’s Scheme for Community Councils. MD has not 
checked yet or any changes but will do so and inform members of any changes they should be aware of. 
 
 
8. A.O.C.B. 
 
Litter /fly tipping/ drainage problem at flats on Main St and behind the adjacent Smartways convenience store. 
RS, Estate agent now responsible for the maintenance of the flats on Main St gave members the following 
information: 
The land behind Smartways, the inroad to the flats and the land behind the flats bordering Jarvie Ave all belong 
to the owner (new) of the flats. 
Mr Ghaffar, Manager at Smartways is presently in discussion with the owner about buying the area behind the 
shop. He had previously stated to MD his intention to fence off this area. RS felt this would discourage anti social 
behaviour/littering in this area. Some members felt this would only transfer the problem to the Jarvie Ave side of 
the flats.JS felt the flooded state of this area next to the fence separating the flats and this piece of ground would 
prove very unattractive as a drinking den. 
Work is ongoing to improve the flats both inside and externally to attract decent tenants. Additional bins had 
been purchased from NLC and residents had been delegated to take the bins in and out for emptying. Pathways 
and grass areas around the flats were to be maintained on a regular basis. All twelve flats have been let. 
He felt it was not practical at present to fence off the back area of the road which has for years been the location 
for fly tipping/littering, the reason being that drainage here has first to be addressed. A drain should have been 
installed prior to the road being laid, but wasn’t. 
He felt that trying to fence off the adopted right of way path between Jarvie Ave andSmartways would meet with 
considerable resistance and ill feeling from residents.  
The installation of CCTV would be ineffective since range, by law was confined to grounds within which the flats 
stood. Lighting in the presently unlit area between the flats and the shop was a possibility, but would have to be 
financed by tenants. 
Development on the Jarvie Ave, for which there was planning permission, was a future possibility but presently 
there were no plans for development. 
He would attend the next CC meeting to update members on the situation.  
 
Waste bin Winter Services: 
JW stated that he accepted the problems the Council had in collecting waste in the recent extreme winter 
weather conditions. He was however unhappy about responsible residents having to collect litter from green bins 
strewn everywhere due to bins being blown over by strong winds and being instructed by NLC to take in bins 
which hadn’t been collected which was an impossible task in the depth of snow that had fallen. He will complain 
to NLC Waste Dept about this problem. 
 
Application by Dr Glen to reopen Surgery in Caldercruix: 
NHS Lanarkshire Primary Care have refused permission on the grounds that Caldercruix, Plains, Hillend are 
adequately served by existing medical services. There is much opposition to this given that the Wellwynd 
portocabin facility on Main Street Caldercruix is only opened on Tuesday mornings and staffed by nurses and 
especially given that many people are critical of the service, past and present, provided by Wellwynd GP 
Practice. 
MD thanked members and residents who assisted in leaflet distribution to the village informing residents of this 
situation and requesting that they sign an online petition objecting to the NHS Lanarkshire refusal. MD to keep 
members updated on the situation. 
 
 
Ongoing complaints re stench from Greengairs Landfill: 
MD had emailed the Site Manager, Gordon Appleby, twice on 16th February and 1st March 2018 with requests to 
attend either the March or April community council meeting. To date she had received no response. MD 
 to phone SEPA re this situation. 
 
 
Pop- up station for Plains: 
This was an article in the Advertiser 14th February issue. MSP Alex Neil has asked the Transport Minister to 
consider Plains as a location for a new ‘pop-up’ railway station. This is to be funded by a £2 million fund from the 
Scottish Govt. for the development of new rail projects to test demand and contribute to the case for a new 



station. MR Neil feels the scheme would represent the village’s best chance of getting a station in the ‘near 
future’. 
Members were perplexed about this given that NR received planning permission for housing development on all 
three line side locations they own in Plains and which are the only three possible locations for any future train 
station. NR has already put them up for sale to housing developers. MD to contact MR Neil for clarification on 
both the location of the pop-up station, and the location of a future station. 
 
Consultation re speeding on Meadowhead Road and Main St: 
Consultation form has been ready for distribution for the last two months and although members agreed that it 
should go ahead MD requires to know: 
 
The extent of distribution required for printing purposes and volunteers available for distribution. 
That a local councillor will volunteer to take consultation results forward in support of requesting funding for 
traffic calming measures identified as residents’ choice to address speeding problems. 
 
To be further discussed in the presence of councillors at next meeting in April. 
 
Dog Fouling in Public Areas:   
JS raised concern re this apparent widespread offensive form of anti- social behaviour. MD informed members 
that the concern had regularly been a point of discussion at meetings. NLC has installed disposal bins in the 
village but since these are not used to capacity, NLC are unlikely to provide more. Members who have tackled 
residents while witnessing their dogs fouling on the street have met with hostile responses from owners. To be 
further discussed in the presence of local councillors. 
 
Stanrigg Centenary Memorial Service: 
Peter Downie, Secretary of Greengairs Retired Miner’s Branch had contacted MD. The group is holding a 
centenary memorial service on Saturday 8th March. He would like the attendance of representatives from Plains 
Community Council and other groups in the village. He wants two representatives from the community council. 
MD has agreed to attend. Peter will contact MD about any further meetings/arrangements. 
 
Presentation by Green Scotland on Stanrigg Park, 7th March: 
 
Due to pressures of time MD could only report some main points back to members: 
CCTV cameras at Moffat View and Arbuckle Road in progress. There was a problem with camera at 
Meadowhead Road. It was not on the Scottish Power grid and NLC were being asked for circa £24k to have it 
connected.NLC cannot pay this amount. John Grant informed Matt Costello (NLC Regeneration Fund Manager) 
that Scottish Power did not own this grid, and gave details of the relevant company. Matt Costello to look into 
this. 
Pat Lavelle questioned whether most villagers were aware of the park development since only two or three 
attended the meeting. He suggested some additional form of information leaflet/poster. 
Existing bog area to be retained/improved to encourage further biodiversity. No dogs to be allowed in some parts 
to avoid dog fouling. 
Green Scotland presenter, Mike Bately, expected project to be finished by 2019. Cost is £250,000. Several 
sources of funding have been sourced/contacted.  
 
 
9. D.O.N.M. April 10th 2018-03-26 
 
MD thanked all for their attendance and closed the meeting. 
 
 
 
  
 
 


