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Introduction. 

Minutes o f  
Previous Meeting 

Matters Arising 

MINUTE 

The Chair welcomed everyone t o  the meeting 
and thanked them fo r  their attendance. 

Proposed: Peter Chapman 
Seconded: Nancy Pettigrew 

I t  was noted by several members that the 
application by BP t o  licence the garage had 
been rejected by North Lanarkshire Council. 
Tom McFarlane added that there were 
already 27 licensed premises in the Gartlea 
area and that there was a proposal fo r  a 
Tesco petrol station and the meeting felt 
that there was a possibility that Tesco's 
would submit a request f o r  it t o  sell alcohol. 

Issues raised at the previous meeting 
relating t o  recycling, flooding in the 

ACTION TIMESCALE 



:hairperson's 
ipdate. 

iealth Sub 
;roup 

Community 
Council Minutes 

Be1 Ish i I I 
Development 
Weekend 

roomknoll area and maintaining the roadside 
emain ongoing. 

'he chair advised the committee that he was 
een to increase the membership of the 
orum, as this would give the forum greater 
epresentation across the locality and a 
tronger and more representative voice. 

3nne Docherty advised that she was in the 
rocess of supporting the re-establishment 
*he health sub group and would seek to 
stablish the best way fo r  the health sub 
group t o  inform the actions o f  the Forum. 

There was an ongoing concern about 
iccessing the minutes o f  the community 
:ouncils. There was a considerable 
discussion about the accessing these minutes 
md the view of the committee was the 
ninutes were a valuable resource f o r  the 
Forum and distributing the minutes through 
the MARS system restricted access t o  this 
resource t o  those members that had access 
to  a computer. 
Peter Chapman moved that paper copies o f  
the minutes should be distributed again. 

The Chair also advised that the development 
weekend hosted by North Lanarkshire 
Council was very a worthwhile event, 
contrary to the reports in the National 
press. The Chair added that he was 
disappointed that more members were 
unable t o  attend the meeting and felt that 
they should t r y  and resource another event 
to build which the whole membership could 
attend. 

There was an issue about trying t o  access 
information (contact names and addresses 01 

the local community councils) from CVSNL 
because o f  Data Protection. I t  was 
suggested by the CEO that the group ask 
CVSNL t o  distribute a letter t o  the 
community councils. 

Lastly, the Chair advised the Group o f  the 
proposed changes t o  Airdrie by the Boundar! 
Commission and the actions o f  the Airdrie 
Activists Group-there was general support 

lnne to 
stablish a 
:ycle of  
neetings for 
'he health 
rub group. 

Stephen 
Brown to 
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system.. 



for this by the membership. 1 

4OCB 

4irdrie Town 
:entre 

Dateof next 
meeting 

he Chair showed the meeting a plan o f  
irdrie Town Centre that had been 
wwarded to him by John Ashcroft. There 
'as considerable discussion with respect t o  
he proposals, The key issues fo r  the Forum 
rising out of the proposal were; 

1. There is a lack of provision in respect 
of disabled parking 

2. The proposals indicate that the 
current level of provision wil l  be 
reduced from 5 to  4 parking bays 

3. The available times for  parking 
before 10 and after 4 did not seem 
practical t o  the members 

4. The question of enforcement wil l  this 
be enforced and how? 

The Chair proposed that we group have an 
accelerated cycle of meeting in order t o  
address the organisational issues 
confronting the group-this was agreed by 
the group. 

Nancy advised that there was an ecumenical 
service on the 16th of March. 

The group was advised that Cabbia the 
information and advice service was 
threatened with closure. 

The Chair called the meeting t o  a close at  
9.15 and the date of the next meeting was 
26/03/2008 in Airdrie Arts Centre. 



Airdrie and Villages Community Forum 
Minutes 

Item 3. The Chair confirmed that Broomknoll 
will be closed on the 30th for further 
investigations; Diversions will be put in place to 
manage the traffic. 
Item 4. CVSNL, the question of whether the 
Forum should join CVSNL remains and it was 
moved that fuller discussion be had in AOCB. 
Item 4 Community Council Minutes All those 
with internet access had received the link 
though some individuals had difficulty in 
accessing this link initially. The fact remained 
that not all members have access to the 
internet nor are able to access a library. 
Members noted that there were some 
inaccuracies in respect of the Community 
Council minutes with some folders appearing to 
be out of date or containing the wrong minutes. 
item 5 Airdrie Town Centre it was confirmed 

......................................................................... .......................................................................................................... 

that the group had responded to the 
consultation on the proposed development of 
Airdrie Town Centre but the group would 
monitor the issue of enforcement in respect of 
parking. 
Item 6 There was some discussion in respect 
of the ecumenical service announced at the 
last meeting and who was remitted to feedback 
on religious groups. 

Date of meeting: 26 March 2008 Venue: Airdrie Arts Centre 

4ction 40, 
I .  

Item 
Present: 

Bob Smith (Chair), Nancy Pettigrew, Nancy 
McFarlane, Tom McFarlane, Peter Chapman, William 
Hynd, Robert Fredrick, Stephen Brown NLC 

3. 

-I 

5. 

--. 

4pologies: 

Elspeth Wright, Anne Docherty NHS Lanarkshire. 
Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
Proposed by: Peter Chapman 
Seconded by: William Hynd 
Matters Arising from Previous Minutes: 

Correspondence: 

There was no formal Correspondence but the group 
was made aware of a Social Economy Conference 
being 

Stephen to seek 
clarification in 
respect of 
timescales to 
submit minutes. 



7 .  

Chair or 
nominated other to 
table at next LAP. 

The issue that the Forum’s membership would like the 
Partnership to consider is the impact of the Boundary 
Commissions proposal in respect of the Airdrie and 
Shotts Constituency. We feel that this proposal, if 
enacted, will negate the existing community ties by 
splitting the Burgh of Airdrie between Coatbridge and 
Cumbernauld as well as having a significant impact on 
the villages. 

W o n  

3rd of April Motherwell in Colville Country Park Hotel. 

Sub Group Reportls: 

Health: There was no formal update on the process of 
re-establishing the health Sub group but the group 
discussed a number of issues. 

Neighbourhood Issues/Developments: 

The group discussed the bus service (201) in respect 
i f  the frequency and duplication of service in respect 
i f  the Motherwell Airdrie service. The group agreed 
:hat this issues had been addressed but would benefit 
from a wider and fuller future discussion. 

There was wide raging discussion on the issue of 
crime and drug abuse in the Airdrie and Villages 
locality. The group was advised that 1500 crimes are 
reported in Airdrie each month. Members who 
detailed anecdotal evidence of the ‘fear factor’ they 
had experienced both in the town centre and within 
their neighbourhoods substantiated this. 

Robert raised the issue the lack of support for 
individuals with mental health problems across 
Lanarkshire. Specifically Robert felt that there was a 
lack of support for individuals in crisis and there was a 
not a joined up approach to mental health. The group 
discussed the issue extensively and it was agreed that 
this might be raised with the public health practitioner 
or in the within the re-established health sub group. 

It was felt that the group should seek to gain 
clarification specifically in respect of policing patterns 
in the neighbourhoods and should do this through the 
Local Area Team. 

The chair reinforced that the Forum must tackle these 
issues collectively. 

LAP Issues 

The Forum’s membership have been instrumental in 

Stephen to draft a 
LAT proforma for 
the groups 
approval at the 
next meting. 



10. 

I .  

10. 

tem 
,aising public awareness of this issue through a public 
neeting and organising a petition to initiate a local 
wquiry. We would ask the partnership to support our 
2pposition to these proposed changes. 

FTecent Achievements & New Developments 

The group is looking new policies procedures and 
constitution that ensure they are legally and charitably 
compliant. These will be reviewed and discussed over 
the next few months. 

The Chair and Nancy Pettigrew attended a media 
awareness workshop hosted by North Lanarkshire 
Council. The workshop was part of the preparation for 
the group to be able to utilise effectively the allocation 
of a page in the Airdrie and Villages edition of the 
North Lanarkshire News. Members have been asked 
to consider article that could fill the news page. 

The group will look to establish a number of sub 
groups to manage the increasing demands. These will 
include a Publicitykommunications a Membership sub 
group which will be tasked with developing a targeting 
strategy to increase the representation on the Forum. 

-- ~ 

Any Other Competent Business 

Raised 

The chair raised the issue of the cooption of other 
executive officers the group needs a Secretary. Whilst 
the chair acknowledged that, the CEO had done a 
splendid job! The group did need a Secretary/minute 
secretary. Stephen advised that NLC had made the 
offer to support the group through the provision of a 
secretariat last year. The CEO added that this support 
was designed to give the Fora time to ‘skill up’ a 
member of the committee and would run to June 08. 

William Hynd raised the issue of subscribing to CVS 
The group discussed this with individual members 
expressing their opinions as to the pros and cons of 
subscription. The membership was split on the issue 
and no formal vote was requested. The CEO advised 
that their were advantages to joining the CVS in 
respect of the issue of accessing information and 
support but the group might also consider that 
fostering a closer working relationship with CVSNL did 
not necessarily entail that the Forum become 

rction 

Tom McFarlane to 
forward article to 
the Chair. 

The Chair to write 
to S MacKay to 
request support 



No. Item 
members. 

I 7 .  Date & Time of Next Meeting , 

12. 

Wednesday 7 April 2008, at 7.00pm. In Airdrie arts 
Centre 

Close and Thanks 


