
Monkland  Glen  Community  Council        

 

Minutes of Meeting held in Calderbank Community Hall on 26 June 2018 at 7.30pm 

 

There were apologies from Hugh Lucas, Robert McCombe, and Michael McBride. 

Graham Simpson MSP took the chair. Councillors Ian McNeil and Paul DiMascio 

were also present.  

 

1. This meeting was called to alert local residents and others to the lodging of 

Planning Application 18/00890/PPP for 2,600 houses and commercial developments 

on the estates of Woodhall and Fasskine with Palacecraig in South Airdrie. This 

development amounting to 244ha would be on green belt of long standing.  

(The history of Green Belt goes back to the Town & Country Planning Act of the 

1940s that charted a course for planning in the post-war years. Its purpose was to 

conserve zones of green land and to prevent urban sprawl.  Green belt would act 

zones of separation between settlements and bring accessible countryside close to 

settlements. It would allow the continuation of farming and food production and make 

‘safe havens’ for nature when there were concerns about the spread of concrete and 

tarmac wiping it out. Green belt would also give security by reducing flood risks from 

rapid run off),  

 

After opening statements in which it was pointed out that North Lanarkshire has the 

fourth largest area of derelict land in Scotland with 1,138ha (2017). NLC also has the 

largest  number of settlement-based derelict sites, amounting to 788ha. This land 

should be targeted before any Green Belt is considered.  

 

Councillor McNeil then spoke and stated his support for maintaining the green belt, 

and for community purposes for it. He pointed out that this would debar him in taking 

part in any vote on the issue. 

 

Dr Glen then gave a short slide presentation about the landscape and nature at the 

estates. There followed opportunities for questions. Richard Leonard MSP 

subsequently joined the meeting. There were in excess of 250 present. 

 

2. Information has been received about a Planning Permission Appeal for Land at the 

former Shanks & McEwan site 251 at South Coatbridge. A Recall Direction has been 

issued by Scottish Ministers for PPA-320-2125, Planning Authority 18/00180/AMD.  

This is to take account of the sensitive nature of the EfW development and the 

possible implications for development plan policies that promote clean air, public 

health, zero waste and visual amenity, plus the level of public interest in this case. 

 

A Reporter will be appointed to examine the appeal and to submit a report to Scottish 

Ministers who will issue their decision in due course. 

 

There was no other business. 

 

 

 

 


