
North Lanarkshire Council

Report

From: Archie Aitken, Head of Business for Legal and Democratic Solutions

Email: AitkenA(north Ian. qcsx.qov. uk Telephone: 01698 302295

Executive Summary

The purpose of this report is to consider the renewal of the General Safety Certificate
for Fir Park Stadium, Motherwell, for the 2018/19 season.

Recommendations

The Committee is asked to hear verbal updates by Officers of the Safety at Sports
Grounds Officer Working Group and representatives of the Management of Fir Park
Stadium on any outstanding safety issues in relation to the Stadium, and consider the
renewal of the General Safety Certificate for the Stadium for the 2018/19 season.

Supporting Documents

Council Business Plan to 2020: Ref. 21.7 − Good governance standards and ensure
the Council continues to operate in a consistent manner that meet those standards.

Appendix 1: Report by Harley Haddow, Consultants, on the electrical services
installations at Fir Park Stadium.

Background

1.1. The Council is responsible as the Certifying Authority, in terms of the
Safety of Sports Grounds Act 1975 and the Fire Safety and Safety of
Places of Sport Act 1987, for the certification of designated sports
grounds and grounds with regulated stands within North Lanarkshire.

1.2. In that connection, the Council has adopted the fifth edition of the Guide
to Safety at Sports Grounds (hereinafter referred to as the Green Guide)
which was published by the then Scottish Office in early 1997. Within
the Green Guide, it is stated that "responsibility for the safety of
spectators lies at all times with the Ground Management". Accordingly,
the Ground Management is required to arrange for the inspection and
subsequent submission of all necessary inspection reports and
certificates to the Council for verification and comment by the
responsible person in the Emergency Services or Council Services.
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1.3. Throughout the Green Guide, reference is made to the requirement
placed upon Ground Management to conduct risk assessments and, in
doing so, to consult with the relevant authorities. The Green Guide
emphasises that risk assessment involves a systematic approach to the
identification of "risk" to spectators and to remedial action taken. It
details the following five steps in the process of risk assessment:

. Identification of hazards to which spectators may be exposed.

• Determination of the level of risk to which spectators may be
subjected to from the hazards identified.

• Assessment of whether existing safety management procedures
(including staff training) are adequate to eliminate the hazards,
where possible, and where this is not possible, to reduce the risk to
an acceptable level.

Planning preventative and/or protective measures.

• Assessment and review of the adequacy and effectiveness of such
measures.

1.4. The Council has adopted practices in relation to its responsibilities for
the certification of the four designated sports grounds in North
Lanarkshire, those being (a) Broadwood Stadium, Cumbernauld; (b)
Excelsior Stadium, Airdrie; (c) Fir Park Stadium, Motherwell, and (d)
Cliftonhill Stadium, Coatbridge. In that connection, the Safety at Sports
Grounds Officer Working Group was established comprising
representatives of the Emergency Services and Officers of the Council
who have a responsibility to inspect designated sports grounds and
grounds with regulated stands.

1.5. During the past few months, Officers of the Safety at Sports Grounds
Officer Working Group have carried out a series of inspections at each of
the four sports grounds, and met with representatives of the
management of these grounds to discuss a number of issues relating to
the renewal of the General Safety Certificates for the sports grounds for
the 2018119 season.

1.6. Each year the Ground Management for each of the four sports grounds
are asked to submit to the Council the following documents as part of the
licence renewal process:

1.6.1. Annual Structural Inspection Certificate and Report;

1.6.2. Annual Risk Assessment for Barriers and Handrails;

1.6.3. Annual Periodic Electrical Installation Report, and

1.6.4. Certificate of Risk Assessment of the Stadium's adequacy.

2. Report − Fir Park Stadium, Motherwell

2.1. The current General Safety Certificate for the four regulated stands at Fir
Park Stadium was issued on 6 October 2017.
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2.2. As a result of the inspections which were carried out at Fir Park Stadium
during the period from May to June 2018, a number of issues were
identified as requiring attention by Ground Management. Details of
these issues were passed to the Ground Management on 21 June for
their attention and appropriate action. Details of these issues are set out
in Section 3 of the report.

2.3. Details of the documents which have been submitted by the Ground
Management to the Council for verification and comment by the
responsible person in the Emergency Services or Council Services, are
set out in Section 4 of the report.

3. Outcome of Site Inspections by Officers of the Safety at Sports Grounds
Officer Working Group

3.1. Structures, Installations and Components'

The following are observations that require consideration by the Ground
Management. Ground Management should comment, in writing, and advise
on their proposed course of action for dealing with the issues, mitigating the
perceived risks or managing them going forward.

3.1.1. Barriers and Risk Assessment − Crush Barriers and
Handrails

The 2018 Annual Structural Inspection Certificate, and associated
Barrier Risk Assessment, and the Inspection/Appraisal reports are
outstanding.

A record of test certificates should be provided and referenced in the
outstanding Barrier Risk Assessment.

The outstanding Barrier Risk Assessment should establish the
periods at which the various barriers should be tested, and ensure
that the potential for deterioration does not go undetected. A record
of testing which is aligned to the maintenance strategy of the Ground
Management should be provided for future auditing.

All pitch perimeter gates are to be fully operational with a swing
direction onto the pitch.

Damaged seats, support posts, brackets, fixings and anchorages on
the lower tier of the South Stand need to be repaired or replaced.

3.1.2. Structural Integrity

Dislodged bricks under the copes at the boundary wall behind the
Davie Cooper Stand require to be repaired.

Dislodged stone copes at the top of the stone boundary wall with the
school at the North East corner of the stadium needs to be repaired.

Ground Management should confirm, in writing, the planned interval
between the detailed inspection of the exposed steelwork, and when
the next detailed inspection is due. This should include documented
evidence pertaining to the recommendations from the last detailed
inspection, a copy of which should be submitted for record and
information.
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3.1.3. Structural Appraisal

Ground Management should confirm, in writing, the planned interval
between appraisals and when the next appraisal is due. This should
include documented evidence pertaining to the recommendations
from the last structural appraisal, a copy of which should be
submitted for record and information.

3.1.4. General Observations

• Window seals to be replaced, as appropriate, to areas of the
corporate boxes in the Davie Cooper Stand.

• Repair spalling at nosings of waterproof timber terraces at Phil
O'Donnell Stand.

• Robustness to be integral to masonry repairs. Structural repair
locations to be filtered, based on a risk based approach.

• Damaged hardstandings − cosmetic repairs needed to make
good and guard against trips and falls.

3.2. Building Standards

South Stand

• Some steelworks within the voids require fire protection. Intumescent
paint also required at the column.

• Intumescent strips required at fire doors.

• Contrasting strip to nosings on escape stairs.

Davie Cooper Stand

• Intumescent strip to exit door of function suite.

• It is recommended that a carbon monoxide detector be installed within
the vicinity of the boilers housed in the store that serve the function
suite.

Main Stand

• Mechanical extractor fan required in the TV interview room and must be
ducted to outside air.

• Escape stairs that serve the Joe Wark Suite should have contrasting
nosings.

• The fire protection within the void has been compromised − an
approximate 400 mm x 400 mm hole has been cut in the plasterboard
lining.

3.3. Electrical Services Installations

Attached, as the Appendix to this report, is the report by Harley Haddow,
Consultants, in relation to the condition of the electrical services installations
within the Stadium.
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3.4. Fire and Rescue Service

Although it is considered that the terms and conditions of the General Safety
Certificate are met, additional guidance by the Service has been given to
the Ground Management with regard to improving general fire safety
standards and the requirements within the stadium.

3.5. Ambulance Service

No issues raised.

3.6. Police Scotland

No issues raised.
41

3.7. Officers of the Safety at Sports Grounds Officer Working Group and
representatives of the Ground Management will provide verbal updates
on the status of the issues detailed above and in the Appendix to the
report at the meeting.

4. Documents submitted by Ground Management

• Generator Service Report Sheets
• Certificate of Inspection of Fire Extinguishers

5. Equality and Diversity

5.1. Fairer Scotland

Not applicable.

5.2. Equality Impact Assessment

Not applicable.

6. Implications

6.1. Financial Impact

There are no financial implications.

6.2. HR/Policy/Legislative Impact

Compliance with the relevant legislation in relation to the Council's
responsibilities for designated sports grounds within North Lanarkshire.

6.3. Environmental Impact

There are no environmental implications.

6.4. Risk Impact

No significant risks identified.
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7. Measures of Success

The identification and implementation of the measures necessary to ensure the
reasonable safety of spectators at Fir Park Stadium for the 2018/19 season.

Head of Business for Legal and Democratic Solutions
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Executive Summary

Electrical Distribution:

• The Items and observations from the 2017 Survey have been actioned.
• The current Electrical Testing Report for 2017 is deemed Satisfactory
• The 2017 Electrical Testing Report for 2017 has 35No Code C3 Observations, we would expect

these to be actioned for the return survey
• The Debris and Rubbish below the North Stand within the Electrical Distribution enclosure should

be cleared.

−
Emergency Lighting:

• The test certificates presented were dated 20/07/2017 and are valid for 1 year
• The Generator for the North Stand requires confirmation that it is working and emergency lights

are operating correctly in this area, to date we do not have confirmation.

We require written confirmation the North Stand Generator is functioning and Emergency Lighting to the
North Stand is operational. The stadium with the exception of the North Stand are fit for purpose, we place
a Restriction on the use of the North Stand until notified.

Harley Haddow June 2018
303757 NLC Stadium Reports Revision 00
Electrical Survey Report
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Introduction

This report has been produced on the instructions of North Lanarkshire Council to ascertain from anon−intrusive
visual survey the condition of the existing electrical services installations.

The stadium as known and referred to within the foregoing report is Fir Park Football Stadium, Motherwell.

All electrical items are located and housed internally within the buildings, with the exception of external
emergency generators.

The Report is intended for the sole use and benefit of the above named parties and cannot be transferred,
in part or wholly, to any third party without the prior written approval of Harley Haddow. No responsibility
is otherwise accepted to any third party for the whole or any part of its content.

Harley Haddow has not carried out any testing of the Electrical systems. The information gathered has
come from a visual survey, discussions with the Facilities Manager and a review of the available test
sheets.

Harley Haddow has not been retained to provide advice in respect of asbestos. Unless otherwise noted
in the body of this report, no tests or investigations have been undertaken to establish the presence or
otherwise any proscribed substances including, but not limited to, asbestos or other deleterious materials
or substances hazardous to health.

Harley Haddow June 2018
3 0 3 7 5 7 NLC Stadium Reports Revision 00
Electrical Survey Report
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Section 1: Survey Particulars

. The survey was carried out on 13"June 2018. A non−intrusive visual survey was carried
out throughout the stadium.

No Electrical services as−fitted drawings and operation and maintenance manuals are
available.

The property was occupied at the time of survey.

The majority of plant was operational at the time of survey.

/

Haney Haddow
303757 NLC Stadium Reports
Electrical Survey Report

June 2018
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Section 2: Electrical Services Overview
2.1 Electrical Distribution

2.1.1 The following observations relate to the existing electrical installation from the annual Electrical
Installation Condition report dated 20/07/17.

We would note that the 2018 Annual Electrical testing was being carried out during the time of
our survey and will not form part of this report as it is not complete.

[Annual Test: Testing of 20% of all sub−mains power cables and 20% of Power and Lighting
circuits, each year different circuits should be tested.]

[Five Year Test: 100% testing of sub−mains cables and 100% testing of Power and Lighting
circuits.]

In the report presented to ourselves an Annual test has been carried out.

2.1.2 Annual Electrical Test Report

The Electrical Installation Condition Report presented vias dated 20/07/2017.

The report was an Annual Test, 25% of Circuits have been tested.

The test reports have 35No Code C3 Observations, these should be reviewed and should be
progressed and made good through the owner's maintenance regime.

The extent of clearing and making good these observations should be noted in the 2019 survey

Code C l Danger Present, Risk of Injury, urgent remedial action required.
Code C2 Potentially Dangerous, urgent remedial action required
Code C3 Improvement recommended

The test report is Satisfactory

2.1.3 Update on Repair Works from 2017 Report

The following items where noted in the 2017 report:

2017 Action 2018 Status Comments
Provide Electrical Shock Complete No Comment
Notices

Provide Rubber Floor Mats in Complete No Comment
front of Main Switch Board
and Sub−main Switch Boards
Make Good Hinges on Dist Complete No Comment
Board Catering'

Harley Haddow
303757 NLC Stadium Reports
Electrical Survey Report

June 20)8
Revision 00
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North Stairs DB, Way 14, Complete No Comment
Lights Turnstiles 1 & 2

South Stairs DB, Way 8 Lights Complete No Comment
Turnstiles 8 & 9

South Stand Catering' Dist Complete No Comment
Board, Circuit 1/13, Circuit
2/L2

South Stand Dist Board 'GH' Complete No Comment
Circuit 2/12

Announcers Box − 5No Complete No Comment
Circuits, No readings

Test Chapman Building Complete No Comment

The previous report indicated As−fitted drawings and O&M Manuals should be provided, as these
are not mandatory and only recommendations we have excluded them.

2.1.4 Electrical Distribution Summary

The Electrical Annual Test Report has been deemed Satisfactory by the Approved. Electrician.

Previous observations have been cleared, however there are 35No observations noted in the
2017 report. The occupier as part of their maintenance regime is making good these items and
we would expect these to be cleared and actioned within the 2018 Electrical Test Inspection.

The Facilities Manager has compiled a descriptive text on the location of electrical distribution
equipment and where it is fed from, this information is located within the FM office.

The Electrical Test Sheets are used as Distribution Equipment Circuit Charts and are all centrally
located with the FM office. Circuit charts are not present in the Boards themselves, but can be
obtained readily.

On visual inspection there are two additional observations:

North Stand − Clear Rubbish and Debris from Distribution Location below the Stand.

Bar − Repair the Consumer Unit closing mechanism

Harley Haddow

303757 NLC Stadium Reports
Electrical Survey Report

June 2018
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2.2 Emergency Lighting Report

2.2.1 Emergency Lighting Periodic Inspection and Test Certificate

The test certificates presented was dated 20/0712017.

The Test certificates presented where for the areas noted below.

The following deviations and observations where noted on the certificates and status noted as
well as observations from 2017 report:

)

Main Stand 2018 Status Comments
3 Hour Non Maintained Twin Complete Test Certificates presented
Spots at North and South Stairs
Not working
3 Hour Non Maintained fitting Complete Test Certificates presented
above main entrance not
operating for full duration

3 Hour Non Maintained outside kit Complete Test Certificates presented
room in corridor not operating for
full duration

3 Hour Non Maintained fittings in Complete Test Certificates presented
Boardroom at both exists not
operating for full duration

Emergency Luminaires Gym Area Complete Test Certificates presented

Emergency Luminaires Complete Test Certificates presented
Hospitality Area
Emergency Luminaires Toilet Complete Test Certificates presented
Area

North Stand 2018 Status

Generator Changeover Switch not Incomplete
working

Throughout Stand, 3 Hour Non Complete Test Certificates presented
Maintained fittings operating for
less than 1 hour

Generator Not Operational Incomplete

South Stand 2018 Status
South Stand Switch room3 hour Complete Test Certificates presented
maintained fitting not illuminating

Stairwell 2, 1 No Lamp not Complete − Test Certificates presented
operating at bottom concourse,

Harley Haddow
303757 NLC Stadium Reports
Electrical Survey Report

June 208
Revision 00
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,1

2.2.2

2.3

Emergency Luminaires fitted Complete Test Certificates presented
above South Stand Boxes
Stairwell 4, 1 No Lamp not Complete Test Certificates presented
operating at 2nd landing

East Stand
Emergency Luminaires fitted to
East Stand Rear Exit
Emergency Luminaires fitted to
East Stand Concourse
Emergency Luminaires East
Stand above and outside the
South Exit

2018 Status
Complete

Complete

Complete

Test Certificates presented

Test Certificates presented

Test Certificates presented

The additional Exit signage required in the report of 2016 is not required as per the guidance from
the Fire Risk Assessments carried out.

Emergency Lighting Summary

The Emergency Lighting Log Book was present and noted testing being carried out.

The deviations from British Standard 5266−1 (British Standard for Emergency Lighting) in the
2017 report should be confirmed complete as soon as possible.

Given the deviations we would not recommend approval of license renewal until the emergency
lighting has been fully cleared and tested and the documentation issued to ourselves.

Fire Alarm Log Book

The Fire Alarm Log Book was presented and detailed testing had been carried out, the most
recent test was 31/05/2018

Harley Haddow
303757 NLC Stadium Reports
Electrical Survey Report

June 2018
Revision 00


