
 

 

 

  CRAIGNEUK COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

     EST: 2010 

                    Jim Foley Community Centre 

      6th August 2018 7pm 

      Members 
 Chair Person:  Margaret Carlin  Present 

 Vice Chair:       Neil Murray   Present 

 Treasurer:        Elizabeth Young  Present 

 Secretary:        Margaret Ann Murray  Present 

 Member:          Mary Rattray   Apologies 

 Member:  Ann Murray   Present     

 Member: Debbie Hendrie  Apologies 

 Member: Trudy (Lafferty) Grigor Present     

 

Ex-officio Members 

 Cllr Alan Valentine    Present 

 Cllr Agnes Macgowan    Present 

 Cllr Nathan Wilson    Apologies 

 Cllr Kenneth Duffy    Apologies 

 

Invited Quests: 

Beverly Lockhart VoEF, Diane Miller Routes to Work 

 

Present: 

 Dan Scott     SocialTrack 

 Paul Carr     Motherwell Fire Service 

 Jim Maxwell     Craigneuk & Belhaven Church 

 Mick Batley     CSGNT 

 Craig Buchanan    Police Scotland 

 Diane Taylor     Routes to Work 

 Beverly Lockhart    VoEF 



 Ross Thomson     Wishaw Press 

 Clare McCann     Tenant 

 Catherine Quither    Tenant 

 Sandy Quither     Tenant  

 Faith Quither     Tenant 

 

Business of minutes from previous meeting.  

Passed by Neil Murray 2nd Margaret Carlin 

 

1. Intro & apologies: 

 

Welcome, introductions, apologies, minutes & matters arising. Can you 

please try and keep to your time and keep your questions until the end? 

Please switch phones off or put on silent. Thank you 

 

Apologies given. 

Cllr Nathan Wilson, Cllr Kenneth Duffy, Alana Forsythe CAB, MSP Clare 

Adamson, David McCaig RTW, Peter McNally CL&D 

 

Objectives: 

 

2. Cllrs reports 

 

AV: Council in recess at the moment so not a lot happening. At the last 

meeting discussions on Keepmoat development went through council, 

drawings are there. Tar resurfacing on Laurel Drive. They will be highly 

delighted. AMag: I did a street surgery on Laurel Drive and reported this. 

Unfortunate weather conditions cancelled the event at the Vennie. AV: All I 

have been dealing with is Council surgeries at the minute. AMag. Submitted 

a written report(attached). Club365 visited it 3 times and it's going very well. 

Average of 15-25 kids per day. Dan and Co are doing a magnificent job. Great 

seeing the kids outside being physically active. A little discipline required. 

Silly things like standing on the track, coming onto the track at the wrong bit 

and stone throwing, just silly things. Dan and Co are dealing with it very well. 



Taken the bikes off them for a day and they do not get a cooked meal but do 

get a packed lunch if misbehaving, nobody is not fed. Talking to the children 

and taking mild sanctions. Dan: There has been a lot of work with the Vennie 

on that as well. They have been brilliant. Alan Calderwood and Susan have 

been there the past week or so they have both been brilliant. It is silly things 

but they do need controlled. When they do misbehave they do act 

accordingly and are ashamed. AMag: The main message is positive, majority 

are behaving, they are very polite, impressed with learning. Thank Gordon 

Thomson of Lanarkshire Food who has been completely run off his feet and 

has done a magnificent job. Flooding: Is it any better? MAM: They have been 

out with machines. AMag: They are going to do cyclic gully cleaning annually. 

Works instruction was issued for the gully motor and arranged for a vactor 

and camera to look in the drains. AV: There is an issue there not just with the 

drain backing up but maybe a collapsed drain or sewer because that area is 

like that all the time. They get fed-up going out all the time and after so 

many reports they will send a camera down to see what the problem is, if it’s 

a collapsed drain or rubbish collecting in it. Hopefully locate and resolve the 

issue before next rainy season. This problem won’t be resolved until the 

camera finds the issue. AMag: Sale of property on 2 Laurel Drive it is in some 

state. The owner wants it bought back so the council are investigating that at 

the moment, looking into it. Hope you are going to the European 

Championships, Motherwell looks great at Strathclyde Park and go live 

Glasgow Circus School are there and it is all free. It’s brilliant. 

 

Action 

Firm up PB ideas  

Check drains at Wingate 

 

3. Fire report 

 

PC: Basically, the main difference we have seen is the introduction to the 

skate park, we have seen a reduction in the past few months. We have seen 

a marked difference since that has come into play. We have been up on a 

few occasions and taken a walk in to engage with kids. Previously the only 

time we would turn up would be for a fire. There are other issues like 

antisocial issues which we have seen a decrease in. Due to the weather 

there has been a gradual increase of grass fires, don't know whether they 



are deliberate or not. One of the positive aspects is the introduction of the 

park keeping the kids occupied. Continue to talk to kids when out on a shout. 

Seen some of the kids doing their stuff and they are amazing. MB: Good you 

are getting a chance to talk to them and not just putting out fires. PC: We 

are not turning up to confront them. The basis of the relationship is 

different, not that element of confrontation. DS: Do you have any statistics 

available? PC: I can take stuff back to Des. DS: Collate statistics for a long-

term study. NM: During the summer holidays and the warm weather we 

have been expecting a rise in fires. PC: In Craigneuk we have definitely seen 

a decline. 

 

ACTION 

 

4. Police Report 

CB: Breakdown of figures marked increase into number of calls; last month 

257 calls compared to 217 last year; increase in the number of crimes 

reported 52 this year compared to 44 last year. The types of crimes have 

changed, crimes of violence have stayed much the same, decrease in the 

number of drugs and disorder offences, however they have been offset by 

the number of thefts and vandalisms that have increased, thefts have 

doubled that is due to the retail park across the road, they have a few 

regular shoplifters, have also been a couple of house break-ins, houses and 

garden sheds, remind people to be mindful of their security, locking doors if 

you are in the house and checking windows, report anything untoward. 

Echoing what the fire service has said, there has been a marked decrease in 

the number of youth disorder calls we are getting, especially round about 

Gateside Road area, normally this time of year round about the holidays we 

would receive a number or calls, it's quite a negligible number, we had a 

couple round about the pumptrack, police did attend for an incident and the 

kids have been spoken to and warned, we will keep an eye on that and nip it 

in the bud. We will continue with uniform and plain clothes patrols, checking 

the areas where the house break-ins occurred making sure this is not a 

regular occurrence. Two 15-year-old males we reported for wilful fire raising 

in the flats at Glasgow Road, set a wheelie bin on fire in one of the closes. 

18-year-old male arrested for driving with no licence and insurance and also 

drugs offences, from community intelligence, as well as a 25-year-old male 

arrested for driving under the influence of drugs. A 38-year-old threating and 



abusive manner with a bottle and a hammer. The figures we have got only 

covers until Friday. There was also an incident over the weekend but I have 

not had the chance to look over that as I was off over the weekend. AMag: 

Firm-up the ideas for PB. Agnes left at 19:29 for a meeting. 

 

Action 

 

 

5. Wishawhill Wood, H&WB Event, Pumptrack & Club365 

 

MB: Give an update on Wishawhill wood and what's been proposed for that 

area. It’s quite an important part of the jigsaw. First of all, the things that have 

happened over the past 12 months: we have a woodland management plan 

completed for Wishawhill Wood, that needs approval. Set out proposals to 

bring the wood into better condition. Clearing litter and dealing with public 

access. Second thing we have done is complete a design study which deals 

with getting people from Main St, Heathery Road through Wishawhill Wood 

through the pumptrack on to Meadowhead Road. Idea is still a 3m wide lit 

route, so it’s usable all times of the year. On to the next stage of seeking the 

funding, completed application for community links project and NLC's active 

travel people.  Hoping to start that by March next year. Before we go to site 

for a proper presentation. Not all about access for Craigneuk and Wishawhill 

but for wider access. To get people connected to Ravenscraig and will link with 

the Keepmoat site. This will also link with the Bridge at Ravenscraig which 

needs a bit of work. Once that is one there, there will be links with Ravenscraig 

as well. Making sure people in the areas have links to the sport centre and 

College is essential. Hoping to go to the site by March. DS: The Pump track is 

in really good condition and everyone comments on how little graffiti there is. 

Interesting the fire issues were mentioned as the council are making sure the 

bins are emptied. One of the bins is being moved as it keeps getting hit with 

the bikes. Ongoing conversations with Jonathan Smith looking to include 

resurfacing as part of Wishawhill Wood where the red stones are and building 

a smaller accessible pump track. Club365 is great as it is getting used regularly 

for that. Numbers are 15-25 Primary children getting a meal but 35-45 ppl 

attending including High School kids. Only had 4 weeks lead in and there have 

been teething problems, definitely suffered from 2 many chiefs: to many 

opinions. It’s going really well. The numbers have been very good but I have 



been told they are not a priority. One Sunday morning we had 46 people 

there, people from Edinburgh had come through, there were granny's and 

grandads, Aunts and Uncles all together. We have had some behaviour issues. 

A lot of children are looked after and accommodated children, so therefore 

behaviour is an issue. Police recognise a lot of the kids there. Reports 

previously of violent incidents occurred but it's been 37 days and considered 

LAAA children it's a credit to them they have worked on their behaviour. Great 

report from Vennie that the kid’s behaviour is improving. Going forward 

Socialtrack will be getting together and looking to see how to run Club365 in 

the future and sit down with Glencassells and discuss with them. It's been a 

great programme but all the kids in Craigneuk and Wishawhill don't know it’s 

happened and I'm concerned about that. I know some kids won't go because 

of some of the kids that go I want to try and combat that too. Maybe if parents 

dropped off and picked up the kids. MC: A neighbour came to me as her Son 

was being bullied. DS: Want to get more from the scheme don't want kids 

missing out, not just the food but socially. It helps when they are getting a 

meal. There are a lot of older lads there that poverty is quite evident and food 

is not enough. We need to work with CL&D clothes bank and Social Work. We 

are looking at funding to open a Cycling Hub. We want to improve 

employment prospects for some of the young guys. If these guys don't have a 

job from a family member drugs and steeling becomes an option, it's horrific 

but true but they love their bikes and they are very talented. The coach 

recognised that there are 5 kids at the track who could compete at National 

level. We will be looking for funding to create a team in Craigneuk. That’s a 

good opportunity for education and in the backdoor give them a wardrobe. 

H&WB Event we are just using the "Last of the Summer Whine" Event on 26th 

August 1-4pm and we are going to make it a bit different. We are going to 

have a timed race. The main street tattoos have volunteered to sponsor the 

adult race. If we manage to get 100 people there we will be quite happy. If we 

make an event for the local guys that will be fine. We are looking for funding. 

Quite keen on looking for alternative schooling as we have 3 lads who have 

not attended school since 1st year.  They can't read but these young lads are 

talented. There is a lad who can jump higher than his own height. They are 

intelligent and we should invest in them. Ourselves, CSGNT & the Council have 

met recently to discuss what we will do in Motherwell, including employment 

and sharing their skills. 

 



ACTION: 

H&WB Event 26th August 1-4pm to be advertised 

 

 

6.  Keepmoat Development  

 

MAM: (Passed out the plans for the Keepmoat development) I have been 

keeping in contact with Jim from Keepmoat he said "We are just working our 

way through the other statutory approval process, i.e. Roads consent, 

building warrant etc. subject to the timescales of the local authority we hope 

to be on site in the next three to four months, however as noted this will be 

dependent on the council". Plans show council properties. AV: General spec 

that the council put their own spec on them but the framework is what the 

builders build for everyone, there are specifics within that, that the council 

housing department request and these are the things that make it adaptable 

to have any type of tenancy in it. If you listen to Des Murray he wants all 

houses to be available from birth to death and the theory is you can stay in 

that house for a lifetime, and that house will be able to adapt round about 

you and your lifestyle over the years. Everything that is being built council 

wise will have a spec on that, that maybe slightly different than what 

Keepmoat is putting on their own. No such thing as a specific house type 

that is the theory. 

ACTION 

Keep in contact with Jim regarding the development. 

 

7. Routes to Work: Diane Taylor 

DT: Community Engagement Worker for Routes to Work. My job is to go out 

into Communities and link in with groups and help people get back into work or 

training or build their self-esteem or help their health and wellbeing. It’s not all 

about work even though it is Routes to Work, we do a lot of work with people 

to build their self-confidence. We could work with them a week, 2 weeks, a 

month or a year dependent on the individual. My job is to go out and get the 

referrals and I pass them onto the case workers who work with the individuals 

in an intense way. Just moved into the library that happened quickly. We have 

had really good interest and comments from people who have visited us, either 

to use the toilet when they are at the bus stop or have a look to see what it’s 



like, delighted to be up and running but sad leaving the wee house. We have a 

great facility: training, laptops, experienced case workers, so there is always a 

buzz about the place, we have a launch next Tuesday where the council have 

planned it and their marketing team have been involved. There will be various 

members of the community coming along. We are a welcoming organisation, 

we are building our reputation up in the community and people from 

Motherwell are coming up as the Motherwell office was closed and they are 

quite happy to come up to Craigneuk. We work with unemployed residents of 

North Lanarkshire. We can work with people who are employed but under 

employed on a 0-hour contract so even people that are working can tap into 

our assistance. With the roll-out of Universal Credit we have an upsurge of 

people asking us for assistance to do their claim online. We will register the 

person and they will get support from us. A person going into work we give 

them Tesco’s vouchers (£100-£200 worth), we give them travel expenses until 

they get their first wage, so there are all these incentives. Anyone going into 

work we will support them for 6 months in work programme, our in-work team 

will phone them to make sure they are alright. We can pay for their child care 

until they have done their training and they are in work up to 6 weeks after they 

are in work. Most people in Craigneuk know of us or have been registered with 

us either for training or to find work. A lot of the community have come back to 

us if they have engaged with us previously.  I am delighted to be part of the 

community and getting involved in the Christmas event, I've been down at the 

pumptrack and talked with people at the Vennie at the cancelled event and sat 

with council reps and had a coffee. It’s a good way to get to know the 

community. I have worked with communities in rural areas and Craigneuk is 

similar. 

ACTION 

 

8. Beverly Lockhart Voice of Experience Forum 

BL: I work with Voice of Experience Forum and work with adults over 60 across 

North Lanarkshire. Our mission statement says we are the Champion voice of 

older people and it’s about the strategic stuff: Health and Social Care 

Integration, Plan and Design Services making sure older people are considered. 

We also do a lot of information days. Last year we had a "Be healthy be happy 

event". We had workshops where you walk round; Move it session; Mindful: 

Bowel Cancer UK came along. We do a lot of things and put out consultations 



and feed-back on their behalf.  The big one being the bus passes; The age will 

not be changing. There was a big consultation whether to move it from 60. The 

reason I am here today is, we are working with Daisy Chain Associates to setup 

a safety project for adults over 60. It’s an information Project and its covering 5 

key safety areas. 1. Personal Safety; 2. Road Safety; 3. Fire safety; 4. Digital 

Scams, 5: White Van man. We have a steering group set up where the Police are 

involved, the Fire are involved, Mears, Safer Homes, Victim Support are going to 

be a part of it as well, all Scotland.  We are going to do it differently as a play. So 

rather than somebody presenting to people, it’s going to be done in an 

entertaining way. So, there will be information in there and some serious issue 

and a few laughs as well. After the play we are going to have a discussion group. 

All partners will be there with stalls so if you want to speak to people about an 

issue they will be there. A cup of tea and a scone and some keyring torches. The 

plan is to do 4 big ones. Cumbernauld, Kilsyth, Airdrie, Motherwell and there 

will be other ones like Bellshill and Wishaw. We are trying to do ones in smaller 

communities we haven’t particularly served so we will do one in Shotts then I 

have been looking to do one in this area. What I am asking if I put this event on 

would I get 50 people along? Although it’s for adults over 60 we want to take it 

to a wider audience because we want people out with that community to also 

be aware of what the issues are so if they see the signs they will know what to 

do, they will know how to act on them and know how to contact, so that 

everyone is informed. Part of it is to try and get schools involved, some areas 

we will be in a school, other areas we will invite the P7s along. We are talking 

with the Police Youth Volunteers to get involved. We are trying to look at some 

businesses as well. There is a cafe in Airdrie where a lot of older people go; we 

are going to ask if they would be able to give us a member of staff free to come 

along because you have so much engagement with older people. It can also 

inform them to know what to do. Don't want it to be patronising or 

condescending but informative and fun.  MAM: We have groups of older people 

in our area.  Bingo, Thursday Club and Senior Sizzlers. BL: We will be doing 

proper promotional stuff. 

ACTION 

Contact Group to see who would like to attend once we have received 

promotional stuff. 

 

9. AOCCB 



 

 Christmas Fundraising, tins for shops, bingo, funding & grants 

 MM: No street collecting this year. Putting tins in shops. We were given a 

donation from the War Memorial Group of £1500.  They have bought 

trophies for schools. Jean was part of the Christmas Tree event for years. 

We need £4000 for the erection of the Christmas lights. Put Community 

Grant Form into council. BL: Foundation Scotland potential for money 

from them. MAM: Bingo 26/10/2018 in Parochial Hall. MC & MR will 

arrange this. Thinking of doing Christmas parties for the kids this year up 

to P7.  AV: Councillors are all PVG. MAM: Looking at PVG for all members 

of the CCC. MR & MAM PVG's. AV: Sitting on committees like Social Work 

that’s why we are PVG'd. DT: If you are a registered charity with a 

constitution get it free. 

Action: 

Contact Barry McCormack 

Complete community grant form 

Advertise Bingo in Parochial Hall 26th October 2018 

Look into PVG’s 

 Toy Giveaway:  

 MAM: We were talking about getting involved with the Toy Give Away 

which has been run in lots of areas by Martine Nolan and NLC which has 

been a massive success in areas like ours. We will send out letters to all 

groups and organisations in the area to ask if they will help promote and 

give some volunteers for the event and they will also be looking for pre-

loved toys.  DT: RTW would normally buy each other a gift of the secret 

Santa but bought a kid a toy instead. MAM: It was run in Forgewood and 

Gowkthrapple and they helped 100's of families. It's not just the toy it is 

the other organisations like CAB, SVDP, Salvation Army, Basics Food Bank, 

Tunnock’s gave Tea Cakes, Warburtons gave bread. Running it here will be 

amazing for our community. MC: It is not us that is running it we are 

volunteering our services.  

 

ACTION: 

Send out letters to organisation and groups to support Martine’s Toy 

Giveaway. 



 

 Flaxmill Avenue 

 No further information at this time. 

 

 Drains, Potholes Ponding, poo bins & rubbish  

 Drains and potholes covered in previous points. MAM: Rubbish has not 

been a problem recently, it has been looking good. Look into getting extra 

Poo bins. Let them know where they are required. NM: Looking for a skip 

in the Ravenscraig. MC: Parking a Beechwood.  No further information. 

JM: Jim and Helen are walking round to see what is good in the 

community. People stopping and talking to us. The 11th November service 

is in hand. Fr Kris and Rev Pope are involved. 11 o’clock at the cenotaph. 

Commemorating 100 years anniversary. 

NM: On the contract for the new houses will they have local labour? AV: 

The request on all council contracts whether new build or refurb that 

there is a requirement to go to local contractors first. Can't just pick one. 

Any investment in North Lanarkshire doesn't work if the people are taking 

the money outside of North Lanarkshire.  It's difficult to put it down in 

writing that it must be North Lanarkshire contractors or if it’s here in 

Wishaw its Wishaw or Craigneuk contractors. It’s difficult to, there is a 

presumption within the council that Contracts should be tested with local 

contracts first. If they are massive ones they will be way out the range for 

local contractors.  The housing ones as far as I know, the ones down at 

Calder School, the subbies on that are locals. Without putting anything 

down in black and white the presumption, yes if any contract at best they 

should be trying to fill it from locals. DT: We would hook in with the 

provider or the council and they would recruit from our base case-note 

that we would train guys up with CSCS and their building stuff. If the 

employer was going to be onboard with us, we would offer them these 

lads to be trained up the council to a point can offer a wage subsidy 

which we work with NLC Economic Development Team and the employer 

with hook in with the Council who would hook in with us and tap into our 

trained construction guys and girls. DM We would be the first point of call 

for the vacancies. AV Main road is a carpark for the next week, Only one 

way towards Wishaw. Shields Road is shut. Everything from the 

Flemington Roundabout is being diverted.  Glasgow Road is a carpark for 

a week. 



 

ACTION: 

Keep an eye on the drainage issue 

List of areas requesting poo bins 

 

MC closed meeting at 8:42pm  

 

Next Meeting: 

Monday 8th October 2018 7pm 

Jim Foley Community Centre 

  


