
STRATHCLYDE POLICE 

CRIME REPORT FOR AlRDRlE 

PERIOD: IST February 2008 - 19 March 2008 

Reported Crimes / Offences for the period 
Detected for same period 
O/O Detected 

793 
389 
49% 

This report has been compiled to reflect activity in each Multi Ward area. 

OPERATIONAL ACTIVITY 

Over this period there have been a total of 3444 police incidents recorded for 
the Airdrie area. 

Disorder 
Safer North Lanarkshire 
Additional high visibility patrols continue to be used in areas where there is an 
incidence of violence and disorder. This is in relation to the Safer North 
Lanarkshire Campaign which runs until 31 March 2008. 
This initiative runs in parallel with the ‘NAE bother’ campaign as advertised in 
the local Airdrie and Coatbridge Advertiser. 
This campaign concentrates police resources on anti violence patrols 
vandalism and now cyber bullies. It has been recognised that the police need 
assistance from their partners and members of the public in making this 
campaign effective, aimed at the minority of youths who are responsible for 
reports of Youth Disorder. Part of the strategy is to focus parents into taking 
more responsibility for their children which will have a bearing on the success 
of this initiative. 
The number of reports of youths congregating in large groups has reduced 
since the last period but police attention is still being given to disrupt ‘gang 
fights’. It is to be emphasised that the term ‘gang fight’ is used however it is 
usually a stand off between each faction and only occasionally do they 
actually come together for the purpose of fighting. That being said large 
groups of youths can be intimidating to members of the public. 
These meetings are being organised via social sites on the internet and also 
using mobile phones. Members of the public have responded to police 
requests for information in relation to these meetings. 

During the period 121 incidents were reported to the police of youths causing 
annoyance across the Airdrie area. 
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The main hotspot areas within each of the Wards are as follows: 

Airdrie North 
Thrashbush 

0 Drumgelloch bordering with Rawyards 

Airdrie Central 
0 Rawyards bordering with Drumgelloch 
0 Gartlea bordering with Cairnhill 

Airdrie South 
0 Cairnhill bordering with Gartlea 
0 Timmons Terrace Chapelhall 
0 Meadow path Chapelhall 

Extra high visibility patrols have been put to each of these areas and several 
youths have been reported for their part in incidents of disorder. The extra 
patrols have been effective in reducing the number of incidents reported at 
various locations including Rawyards Leisure/Sports centre. 
While there are still instances at the locations above officers have been 
instructed to perform pro-active patrols which have helped to reduce the 
number of incidents recorded at the areas above. 
The patrols will continue to offer public reassurance. 

Vandalism particularly in relation to windows and doors being damage 
account for a significant number of reported crimes. Such crimes are more 
often than not opportunistic but with the assistance of the public, the police 
could have more of an impact. 

There have been several serious assaults reported to the police over the 
period and it is important that members of the public understand that in 
general, injuries are often no more than a few stitches to a cut. It is also 
important to understand that in each occasion for this period, the victim and 
assailant have been known to each other and person@) have been reported. 
The tactics employed in each of the Ward Areas under the auspices of 
Violence Reduction, Safer North Lanarkshire and more recently NAE bother 
campaigns, is being effective in reducing the number of violent incidents. 

Superintendents Review. 
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Superintendents Review 
The Chief Constable recently reviewed the Superintendents in Strathclyde 
Police. As a result of this review, North Lanarkshire Division have lost two 
Superintendents, one from Bellshill and another from Cumbernauld. 
Superintendent Henry Campbell now has responsibility for the Monklands, 
Cumbernauld and Kilsyth. 
Chief Inspector James Sweeney, continues in his role as SDO, Airdrie. 

Please see the attached document Superintendents Review. 
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Airdrie North 
Ward 7 

PC’s McKeever, Reilly, Howley, Lod hi, Mitchell and Cormack 

On Going Police Issues: 

There were a total of 265 crimes and 11 32 incidents recorded over the period 
of 1 st February to 1 gfh March 2008. 

There has been an increase from the last period, in crimes relative to 
Vandalism (98) and Breach of the Peace (34 all of whom have been 
reported). Extra patrols have been put to the area to address community 
concerns regarding youths causing annoyance and vandalism. 

Officers continue to be proactive in relation to Misuse of Drugs offences which 
continue to relate to possession of amounts used for personal use. 

The St. Philips establishments continue cause concern regarding the number 
of minor assaults against staff members by residents. 
On a more positive note a five-a-side football competition was organised by 
the Community Officers for the area, using the facilities at the St.Philips 
secure Unit. Residents and staff from each of the premises provided teams 
as did police, Fire and Rescue and a youth team from Airdrie United. The 
final was contested by Airdrie United and the Staff team from the secure unit. 
Airdrie came out on top. 
Feed back has been very positive and indeed those residents in the secure 
unit enjoyed and appreciated the opportunity to mix with others. There is no 
doubt this will be repeated. 

Emerging Trends: 

Previous reports have highlighted emerging trends as ‘youths gathering’ in 
particular areas, however the trend over this period is that instances are 
reducing, indicative of the proactive patrols having a positive impact 

Youths are responsible for throwing stones / eggs at passing vehicles on 
Thrushbush Road and Stirling Road. Additional high visibility patrols have 
been put to the area to address this emerging trend. 

On Going Initiatives: 
The initiatives mentioned at the start of this report are having a positive impact 
particularly in disrupting pre-determined fights. 

Incidents of Note / Noteworthy Arrests: 

In total 265 crime reports have been raised with 125 detections. The majority 
of detections are due to pro active policing. 
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Airdrie Central 
Ward 8 
PC’s Bryceland, Scott, Chalmers, Sangster, Currie and McCalman 

On Going Police Issues 

There were a total of 274 crimes and 1267 incidents recorded over the period 
of 1 st February to 19th February 2008. 

There has been a reduction from the last period, in crimes relative to 
Vandalism (54) and Breach of the Peace (41 the majority of which have 
resulted in persons being reported). Extra patrols have been put to the area 
to address community concerns regarding youths causing annoyance and 
vandalism. 

Officers continue to be proactive in relation to Misuse of Drugs offences which 
continue to relate to possession of amounts used for personal use. 

PC’s Bryceland and Scott continue to work with the young residents of the 
Mitchell Street Children’s House. 

The provision of an ‘all ball court’ in the Whinhall area is going ahead through 
Regeneration Funding and a sports day was organised by the Regeneration 
Manager, Police and other partners at the Beechbank Community Centre was 
held to acknowledge this. Unfortunately activities were hampered by 
inclement weather. That being said it did not dampen the spirit of the young 
people and adults in attendance. 

Stirling Street, between Bank Street and Wellwynd has been identified as a 
Safe Zone in terms of the Safer North Lanarkshire Campaign. The area will 
be patrolled by officers in high visibility uniform to deter acts of violence and 
disorder as pubs and night clubs empty. 

The incidents of disorder at Airdrie Leisure Centre have decreased due to 
proactive policing although there was one incident that caused concern to 
staff members. Officers have continued to visit the centre to offer 
reassurance and to dissuade youths from congregating in the area. 

Youths from the Rawyards area are congregating on Motherwell Street near 
to the Drumgelloch area for the purpose of a gang fight. Police are 
responding by additional high visibility patrols. This type of incident is also 
reducing, 

Similarly the number of instances in youths are gathering in the Cairnhill area 
for the purpose of a gang fight have reduced but still require a commitment of 
resources to the area. 
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Emerging Trends 

In common with other Wards previous reports have highlighted emerging 
trends as ‘youths gathering’ in particular areas, however the trend over this 
period is that instances are reducing, indicative of the proactive patrols having 
a positive impact and indeed the public responding to requests for assistance. 

The last report mentioned that Bus windows were being broken predominantly 
in the area of Target Road and Hillfoot Road. With the assistance of 
information received from the public officers were able to make enquiry 
resulting in one youth being reported for several instances where bus 
windows were smashed. This clearly demonstrates the impact the public can 
have in assisting the police. Since this youth has been reported there have 
been no reports of this type of crime in this area. 

On going initiatives 

The initiatives mentioned at the start of this report are having a positive impact 
particularly in disrupting pre-determined fights. 

Incidents of Note / Noteworthy Arrests. 

In total 274 crime reports have been raised with 132 detections. The majority 
of detections were for simple assaults, Breach of the Peace and Street 
Drinking. A robbery occurred at a shop in Mill Street and four people have 
been reported. 
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Airdrie South 
Ward 11 
PC’s Beveridge, McMahon, Richardson and Bee1 

On Going Police Issues 

There were a total of 254 crimes and 1045 incidents recorded over the period 
of 1’‘ February to 19th February 2008. 

In common with other areas, acts of disorder including vandalism (56), breach 
of the peace (35 all detected) and simple assaults (29 all detected) account 
for 120 of crimes reported across this area. 

Howletnest Road, Sycamore Drive and Willow Drive are hotspot areas in 
relation to detected drug offences and a variety of acts of disorder. The 
residents of this Ward should continue to provide information, in confidence. 

Community Officers PC’s Beveridge and McMahon continue to visit the 
Torrance Avenue Childrens House on a regular basis and interact with the 
young persons. Along with the Social Work and Staff members they have had 
a positive impact on the young residents 
Emerging Trends 

The new play area in Willow Drive has been subjected to acts of vandalism 
and resident who over look the area are encouraged to contact the police who 
have increased patrols. 
Timmons Terrace and Meadow Path in Chapelhall are attracting groups of 
youths cong reg ati ng and causing annoyance . Additional resources i ncl ud i ng 
plain clothes officers will be put to this area to dissuade this behaviour. 

On going initiatives 

In common with other Wards previous reports have highlighted emerging 
trends as ‘youths gathering’ in particular areas, however the trend over this 
period is that instances are reducing, indicative of the proactive patrols having 
a positive impact and indeed the public responding to requests for assistance. 

Incidents of Note I Noteworthy Arrests. 

In total 254 crime reports have been raised with 132 detections. The majority 
of detections are due to pro active policing in relation to disorder. 
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I wish to take this opportunity to inform you of the findings of our recent 
Superintendents Review. 

My aim in carrying out this review was to ensure we have the maximum 
number of police officers on our streets and working in our communities. 

In conjunction with the Superintendents Review, I have also commissioned a 
separate review of our headquarters functions and hope to have initial findings 
by the end of April 2008. 

These reviews are not intended to cut jobs, but to ensure we fully meet the 
needs of the public. Chief Constable 

The Superintendents review is now complete and, along with the Force Executive, I have endorsed the 
proposals for the reduction of Superintendents in territorial divisions, Crime Division and Operational 
Support Division. A number of recommendations emanating from the review have also been agreed and 
these are being progressed. 

As part of the research, the Superintendents Review looked at the average number of Superintendents 
in forces across the UK in comparison to the number of officers below that rank. In doing so, it found 
that Strathclyde Police has one of the lowest ratios in the UK, i.e. Superintendents in Strathclyde Police 
are in command, on average, of fewer officers than Superintendents in other forces. In fact, to reach the 
UK average, it was discovered that we need to reduce by 27 Superintendent posts. 

On that basis, a number of models highlighting potential reductions were presented to the Force 
Executive in January 2008. On consideration of these, an option increasing the spans of command for 
Superintendents was chosen as the most suitable for implementation in territorial divisions. That model 
requires Superintendents in some areas to have control of more than one sub-division, but does not 
involve any restructuring or the redrawing of sub-divisional boundaries. 

The revised areas of command for Superintendents are outlined in the table over the page. 

The review also proposed that Crime Division lose three Detective Superintendent posts and that 
Operational Support Division lose one Superintendent position. Both these proposals were also 
accepted by the Force Executive. 

Full consultation has taken place with the Association of Scottish Police Superintendents (ASPS) 
throughout the review. 

It is my intention to initiate the changes as soon as possible, and in the coming weeks you will no doubt 
start to see the new model implemented. The reductions will come about through natural retirement 
process, and I have no intention of encouraging officers to retire or of offering retiral packages. Some 
officers in posts that will fall, however, may find that they need to move post to accommodate the 
implementation of the new arrangements, but it is my intention to keep such moves to a minimum. 



These changes will no doubt see an increase in responsibility for lower ranking officers, but in my 
opinion this is entirely appropriate and better aligns us with the responsibility afforded officers elsewhere 
in the UK. 

Renfrewshire and 
lnverclyde Division 

I would like to stress that savings made in the reduction of these posts will continue to help us 
fund additional front-end officers who will deliver tangible policing to our communities. 

Superintendent - Sub-Divisional Officer KA Paisley 

SuDerintendent - Sub-Divisional Officer KC lnverclvde 
KB Johnstone and Renfrew 

While I appreciate that change can be difficult, I am sure that together we will manage this challenge 
without undue delay. Strathclyde Police has a fine tradition for delivering a quality service, and it is my 
belief that this can only be enhanced through implementing the findings of the Superintendents Review. 

Dunbartonshire Division 

North Lanarkshire 
Division 

South Lanarkshire 
Division 

Ayrshire Division 

New SDO Model 

Dunbartonshire 

East Renfrewshire 
Division 

LC Clydebank 
Superintendent - Sub-Divisional Officer LB Argyll and Bute 
Superintendent - Sub-Divisional Officer NA Monklands 

NC Cumbernauld and Kilsyth 
Superintendent - Sub-Divisional Officer ND Bellshill 

NE Motherwell and Wishaw 
Superintendent - Sub-Divisional Officer QB Hamilton 

QC Clydesdale 
Superintendent - Sub-Divisional Officer QA East Kilbride and Strathaven 

QD Rutherglen and Cambuslang 
Superintendent - Sub-Divisional Officer UA North Ayrshire 

Superintendent - Sub-Divisional Officer UD South Ayrshire 
' Superintendent - Sub-Divisional Officer UC East Ayrshire 

I '  I I 

Argyll, Bute and West 1 Superintendent - Sub-Divisional Officer I LA 1 Dumbarton 

Steve House 
Chief Constable 


