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Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is to advise on the outcome of the Statutory Consultation carried 

out in accordance with the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 and the 

amendments contained in the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014 on the 

proposals for building a new joint campus facility for Gartcosh Primary School. 

This report also provides a response to the main issues raised by relevant consultees and 

other interested parties during the public consultation as well as to the comments contained 

within the report by HM Inspectors, Education Scotland which addresses the educational 

aspects of the proposal.   

 

 

Recommendations 

The Education Committee is recommended to; 

(i) approve that a new primary school campus for Gartcosh Primary to incorporate an 

integrated Language and Communication Support Centre (LCSC), and that on 

completion of the new build project all primary children will transfer to the new school 

premises. 

 

(ii) otherwise note that the proposals will continue to be more closely scrutinised beyond 

the statutory education consultation stage through the statutory planning process. 

 

 

Supporting Documents 

Council business      
plan to 2020 

 

 

 

Support all children to realise their full potential 

 

Action 3 – Ensure educational curriculum are aligned to 
support the development of skills for the current and future 
marketplace. 

 

Action 6 – Have a clearer focus on those most in need and 
implement actions to raise attainment, close the poverty – 
related attainment gap and improve wellbeing. 

mailto:McMurrichl@northlan.gov.uk


6.1 – Tailored early years support in line with the Early Level 
of Curriculum for Excellence and recent national practice 
guidance. 

 

6.2 – A broad general education from nursery to the end of P7 
using a skills-based focussing on literacy, numeracy and 
health and wellbeing. 

 

6.3 – Learner qualifications through Curriculum for Excellence 
in Secondary Schools, ensuring young people are more work 
ready and through effective employment engagement drive 
curricular provision. 

 

Action 7 – Fully engage with children, young people, their 
parents and families to enable children to reach their full 
potential 

 

Appendix 1 Statutory Consultation Document on proposal to relocate 
Gartcosh Primary School to a new build campus facility. 
 

1. Background 

1.1 At its meeting on 20th February 2018, the Education Committee approved the 

carrying out of a statutory consultation on the proposal to build a new campus facility 

or Gartcosh Primary School and to incorporate an integrated Language and 

Communication Support Centre (LCSC).   

 The consultation process has been carried out in accordance with the terms of the 

schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 and the amendments contained in the 

Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014.  Responses were sought and 

received from those individuals and organisations referred to in the Act as relevant 

consultees which include, but is not restricted to: pupils, parents/carers, staff, 

members of the public, elected officials and other Council Services, Community 

Councils and Community Planning Partnership. 

HM Inspectors, Education Scotland provided a report on the educational aspects of 

 the proposals.  The full consultation reports is attached to this report as Appendix 1. 

  
  

 
  



2. Report 

2.1  Responses to the consultation  
 
2.1.1 Consultation Channels 
 

As indicated in the consultation report (Appendix 1 refers) North Lanarkshire Council 
received 20 written responses and 9 consultation forms regarding the proposal.  In 
addition, a range of matters were raised through the various consultation channels 
that were established, these channels included: 
 

 Meeting for staff at Gartcosh Primary School held on 22nd March 2018; 

 Public consultation meeting held on 22nd March 2018; and 

 Pupil consultation. 
 

The wide ranging, often detailed, matters raised by individual groups are summarised 
in Appendix 1(b) of the Consultation Report with the Service response outlined in 
Section 4 of the Consultation report. 
 

2.2  Approach to considering the response to the consultation 
 

In giving consideration to the way forward, as members are aware, it is critical that 
the matters raised by the relevant consultees and other interested parties during the 
course of the consultation are taken into account.  It is essential that these are put 
before Committee in order that members can dully deliberate on this important matter 
and that the decision is transparent.  The matters raised were grouped for 
consideration as follow:- 
 

 Road safety, traffic management and safe walking route; 

 Site location and suitability; 

 School design; 

 Timeline for new building; 

 School roll and capacity; and 

 Future use/disposal of site. 
 

2.1.3 HM Inspectors of Education – Education Scotland report 
 

In the summary of their report the HM Inspectors Education Scotland state that 
“There are clear potential educational benefits in North Lanarkshire Council’s 
proposal to build a new school building within the existing catchment area of 
Gartcosh Primary School.  The existing school building is too small to cope with 
projected roll increases and a new school could provide much improved space and 
facilities. 
 
There was a lack of detail in the council’s proposal document including the specific 
location of the proposed new building, information on safe walking routes and road 
safety and details of building design.  The council will need to provide more specific 
detail where possible in its final paper.  For those matters of detail which are not yet 
determined, the council will need to provide reassurance to stakeholders by outlining 
its process and timescale for engaging with parents, staff and children on detailed 
plans”.  

 
  



2.1.4 Conclusions and way forward 
 

The service respects the fact that many of the respondents to the consultation along 
with HM Inspectors Education Scotland, have expressed concerns regarding the lack 
of information available at the time of the consultation on the following matters- 
 

 school location and design 

 Safe walking route  
 

Education, Youth and Communities also notes that the views as stated in the 
feedback from HM Inspectors Education Scotland, and acknowledges the positive 
comments in relation to: 
 

 the majority of the children from Gartcosh Primary School who responded to the 
survey led by the council officers supported the proposal; 

 overall parents/carers were generally supportive of a new building for Gartosh 
Primary School, they needed reassurances on the location and the design of the 
schools. 
 

The Services’ observation regarding the concerns raised by a number of consultees 
is that these are due, in the main, to the timing of the consultation exercise. 
 

Previous school consultations carried out by the Education Authority have been 
conducted at the same stage in the design and development process but have not 
always been met with the level of concern articulated by respondents. 
 
 Notwithstanding the concerns raised, North Lanarkshire Council has a strong track 
record in engaging with all stakeholders in the aspects of school design, 
management and operation.  Education, Youth and Communities will continue to 
work closely with Education Scotland through the Area Lead Officer during the 
duration of the design development process. 
 

Focus will be given to addressing the concerns raised through, principally further 
engagement as set out in Section 4.3 in Appendix 1 which outlines the ways in which 
the Council will involve stakeholders in design development. 
 

Should the Council agree to take forward this proposal, members are advised that, in 
line with the views of the respondents on the consultation, Education, Youth and 
Communities commits to continue to: 
 

(i) work in partnership with pupils, parents/carers, staff and partner providers to 
take forward the design of the new campus; 

(ii) address working with partners and statutory authorities sustainable plans and 
walking route assessment and provision; and 

(iii) work in partnership with pupils, parents and staff to assess the need for the 
provision of early learning and childcare within the campus. 

 

Education, Youth & Communities has a long standing proven track record in 
sustainable, safe school design and transition planning the approach to which is 
outlined in Section 4 of the Consultation Report (see Appendix 1). 
 
 

 

 
  



3. Equality and Diversity 

3.1 Fairer Scotland 
 

 A Fairer Scotland Assessment will form part of an overall Equality Impact 
Assessment. 

 
3.2 Equality Impact Assessment 
 
 A full Equality Impact Assessment will be required informed by the consultation 

responses and ongoing engagement.  
 

 

 

4. Implications 

4.1 Financial Impact 
 

4.1.1 Revenue Funding 
 

The replacement of a primary school on a like for like basis generally has limited 
impact on the ongoing revenue costs of the new establishment. However because 
the new Gartcosh Primary will incorporate a Language and Communication Support 
Centre (LCSC) additional revenue resources will allocated in accordance with the 
established funding model for provision of this nature which has been rolled out 
across a number of schools within the estate.      

 
4.1.2 Capital Funding 
 
 The construction costs of the new school will be funded directly from Council 

resources through the Schools & Centres 21 programme.  The Council has already 
developed a funding model which will build upon the significant programme of works 
already completed or underway.  This funding model has meant that the council has 
already identified the resources to progress the proposals as outlined. 

   
4.2 HR/Policy/Legislative Impact 
 

 The proposal should not have significant implications for teaching or staffing. Any 
matter which arises will be dealt with within the terms of local and national 
agreements. 
 

A full Equality Impact Assessment (stage 2) will be required which will be informed by 
the consultation responses. This will be published on the Council website. 

 
  

4.3 Environmental Impact 
 

 A positive environmental impact should result from this project once completed since 
the building will be constructed in line with modern energy efficient practices and 
should have a smaller carbon footprint than the existing school. The local area will be 
impacted on during the building phase. 

  
4.4 Risk Impact 
 

 A positive environmental impact should result from this project once completed since 
the building will be constructed in line with modern energy efficient practices and 
should have a smaller carbon footprint than the existing school. The local area will be 
impacted on during the building phase. 



   

 
5. Measures of success 
 
5.1 Consultation process which discharges the Council’s statutory requirement under the 

terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010. 

5.2 A consultation process which ensures effective engagement with statutory 

consultees, other stakeholders and all interested parties. 

5.3 A consultation report which accurately captures the views of statutory consultees, 

other stakeholders and all interested parties who engage in the consultative process. 

  

 
 
 
 

 
Lizanne McMurrich 
Head of Education (South) 
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