
North Lanarkshire Council      
Report 

Policy and Resources Committee 
  

Agenda item _________   approval  noting Ref LMcM/EW Date 14/08/2018 
 
 

North Lanarkshire Sports Pitch Strategy – Phase 3 A Shared Ambition 
for Integrated Community Facilities 

 
 

From Head of Education (South) 

Email mcmurrichl@northlan.gov.uk Telephone 01236 812338 
 

 

 

Executive Summary 

North Lanarkshire Council has used both its original Sports Pitch Strategy (2005-2012) and 

its second iteration (2012-2018) to good effect delivering significant investment in the 

provision of new and upgraded sports pitch and ancillary facilities across the authority area.  

Much of this facility development was delivered through effective capital investment planning, 

partnership funding and investment in the school estate via the Schools and Centres 21 

programme.  The details of the impact of this investment programme are set out in Appendix 

1. 

The Council and its lead sports partner, North Lanarkshire Leisure Limited (NLL) has, over 

the past five year period, against a predominantly recessing financial climate, continued to 

make inroads in delivering outcomes against the four original sports pitch strategy objectives.  

However, more work is required to establish a sound best value approach, underpinned by 

ongoing engagement with clubs, governing bodies and the National agency for sport, 

sportscotland.  A number of the actions identified in the 2012-2018 strategy required to be re-

assessed for relevance and accelerated, where appropriate, in the early period of the 

strategic approach from 2019 onwards.  These are:- 

 

 establishment and maintenance of a comprehensive Playing Pitch Strategy Database 

(NLL and NLC to identify resources to maintain this); 

 creation of a single database for pitch booking; and 

 take forward area based improvement plans. 

This report presents, for approval, the future integrated approach, linked to the Council’s We 

Aspire shared Ambition, based on a comprehensive review of pitch provision carried out by 

North Lanarkshire Leisure. 

The key elements of the refocussed strategy are:- 

 the establishment of a tiered operational model;  

 the carrying out of a due diligence exercise to establish a fully costed surplus sites 

plans for the sites identified in Appendix 2 to create value against the Council’s key 

strategic development plans, central to which is the Community Investment Fund 

Programme; and 
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 the establishment of a surplus pitch sites policy and governance structure in respect of 

consideration of such surplus sites and the potential to release capital to augment the 

Community Investment Fund to ensure that all future leisure and community 

infrastructure investment will be incorporated in this approach. 

All of these elements from part of the We Aspire model within which the Council recognises 

that “sustainable communities address challenges through integrated solutions, rather than 

through fragmented approaches that meet one goal at the expense of another’. 

 

 

 

Recommendations 

The Policy and Resources Committee is recommended to approve:- 

(i) the principles of a tiered operational model as outlined in section 2.3.1 of this report; 

(ii) the preparation of a full business case for the development of a tiered operational 

model as a key element of the Community Investment Fund Programme; 

(iii) the carrying out of a due diligence exercise with other council services and partners to 

establish a fully costed unused sites plan for the sites identified by NLL and set out in 

Appendix 2, to create value and to release capital to invest in the sports pitch estate; 

and 

(iv) in depth community engagement with stakeholders and communities during the 

development of the plans for future education, leisure and community investment 

infrastructure. 

 

 

Supporting Documents 

Council business      
plan to 2020 

Support all children to realise their full potential. 

Improve relationships with Communities and the third sector. 

Action 8.7: A sport and physical activity programme through 
schools to establish a lifelong pattern of active 
participation in sport and physical activity. 

Action 18.3: Provision of facilities, equipment and support to 
community groups to organise community 
events and activities. 

Appendix 1 Investment Programme 2012/13 – 2018/19 

Appendix 2 Re-assessing and Refocussing North Lanarkshire Sports Pitch 
Strategy 

Appendix 3 Pitch/Asset Review and Community Engagement – overview 

Appendix 4 The principles which will underpin North Lanarkshire Sports 
Pitch Strategy 2019 Onwards 

Appendix 5 

Appendix 6 

Tiered Delivery Model 

Unused sites 

 

 

 



1. Background 

1.1 North Lanarkshire Sports Pitch Strategy Phase 1 (2005-2012) & Phase 2 (2012-

2018) 

 North Lanarkshire Council has used both its original Sports Pitch Strategy (2005-

2012) and its second iteration (2012-2018) to good effect delivering significant 

investment in the provision of new and upgraded sports pitch/games areas and 

ancillary facilities across the authority area.  Much of this facility development was 

delivered through effective capital programming, partnership funding and investment 

in the school estate via the Schools and Centres 21 programme.  The details of this 

investment plan are set out in Appendix 1. 

During the thirteen year time period covered by the two previous strategies, both the 

Council and North Lanarkshire Leisure Limited (NLL) have delivered a number of 

pitch estate improvement works, separately, and in partnership, out with the school 

estate, with considerable success.  Innovative solutions were found to deliver pitch 

and supporting facilities through strategically taking advantage of wider national 

development.  For example, the introduction of the Community Sport Hubs by 

sportscotland as part of the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games Legacy, the 

Schools of Sport for Football (Scottish Football Association) and Rugby (Scottish 

Rugby Union) and funding programmes such as Cashback for Communities. 

1.2 Original Vision 

 The vision underpinning for the second iteration of the Sports Pitch Strategy which 

ran from 2012-2018, was:- 

 “By 2018 North Lanarkshire will have an appropriate distribution and range of high 

quality, sustainable, outdoor sports facility sites and associated ancillary facilities, 

which will provide opportunities for participation from all sections of the community.” 

 The key aim of the Council of the its partners in terms of the strategic approach has 

always been to seek to identify and prioritise investment in outdoor facilities that are 

of local, authority wide and regional significance and to guide the Council and its 

partners to work collaboratively to identify and use limited resources to optimum 

effect. 

 The strategic framework for facility improvement of sports pitch facilities has, from the 

outset in 2005, been based on four broad objectives which are still relevant but 

require to be more fully integrated with wider planning and investment activity working 

in partnership across communities to design how future services and assets will be 

delivered to support the shared ambition for North Lanarkshire.  These objectives 

are:- 

 address surpluses and deficiencies to meet current and future demand for 

provision in an area by area basis; 

 

 address qualitative deficiencies and enhance existing provision to continue to 

support high levels of participation; 

 



 maximise access to all outdoor facilities (including DDA compliance, marketing 

and accessibility); and 

 

 support the development of local leagues and clubs to meet their needs within 

North Lanarkshire. 

 

(Source: North Lanarkshire Playing Pitch Strategy 2012-2018) 

 

The Council, and its lead strategic sport partner NLL, have over the past five year 

period continued to make some inroads in delivering outcomes against the four 

strategic objectives.  However, more work is required in establishing a sound best 

value approach, underpinned by engagement with clubs, governing bodies and the 

National agency for Sport, sportscotland.  A number of the actions identified in the 

2012-2018 strategy now require to be assessed for relevance and accelerated in the 

early period of the updated strategy.  These are:- 

 

 establishment and ongoing maintenance of a comprehensive Playing Pitch 

Strategy Database (NLL and NLC to identify resources to maintain this); 

 creation of a single database for pitch booking; and 

 take forward area based improvement plans. 

  

 

2. Report 

2.1 North Lanarkshire Sports Pitch Strategy Phase 3 – A Shared Ambition for 
Integrated Community Facilities 

 
2.1.1 Sports Pitch Estate 
 

Pre 2005, pitch provision evolved through, and was influenced, by a wide range 

of factors and changing circumstances.  This has resulted in an almost organic 

pattern of supply.  This unfortunately, in some cases, has left a legacy of pitch 

provision that is not only fragmented but is also in part no longer suitable or 

entirely fit for purpose. North Lanarkshire Council has also produced two previous 

sports pitch strategies underpinned by a comprehensive site by site analysis, both 

of which have made some very helpful inroads into improving individual elements 

of provision, but have not, to date, delivered a holistic approach to the entire 

portfolio of sports pitch provision releasing the potential of planned reinvestment 

of the value of surplus sites into maintaining key sites and the development of 

new sites.  This is due more to market forces than this not being a significant 

element of previous strategies. 

The sheer number of sports pitches and underused locations has resulted in a 

pressing need therefore for pitch provision to be thoroughly and comprehensively 

re-assessed and reviewed as a whole and collated to provide an accurate current   

which will form an essential element of an integrated Community Investment 

Programme. 

North Lanarkshire Leisure has now completed this task having reviewed over 376 

sites as set out in Table 1.  Appendix 2 also sets out further data from the review. 



Table 1 – Pitches and Outdoor Courts – Area Profile 

 

 

2.1.2 Sports Pitch Strategy Re-Assessment and Refocussing 

 In 2017 North Lanarkshire Leisure agreed to coordinate on behalf of North 

Lanarkshire Council the re-assessing of pitch stock and re-focussing of the Sports 

Pitch Strategy.   

The re-assessment process identified; where pitches were located, their level of use, 

surface quality and the quality of the associated provision.  This process assisted in 

strategically identifying where pitches should be located to meet current and 

developing growth/demand, confirm the required quality in relation to associated 

facilities, and identify areas of over and under usage, and the areas of potential 

rationalisation. 

The commissioned re-assessment was divided by NLL into the following two key 

strands of work: 

 review 

 analysis 

A second piece of work (not within the scope of the original commission) carried out 

by North Lanarkshire Leisure relates to the Operating Model and covered:- 

 an overview of sports pitch booking systems; 

 the development of an operational pitch service model that would meet medium 

and long-term requirements (specifically maximising income and utilisation of 

core facilities); and 

 solutions for the ongoing development and maintenance of sport and leisure 

pitches. 

 

Although relevant, at this point the Council’s focus will be on the sustainable provision 

model.  A coherent on line booking process will be addressed via the DigitalNL 

programme and the pitch operation model through an integrated service model. 

2.1.2.1 Review Process 

Strand One – Review 

This strand consisted of a review of pitch data. NLL identified sites and developed a 

revised list to ensure that the data was accurate.  The list identified all pitch locations, 

Area

No of Pitches 

and Outdoor 

Courts

% of Pitches Population Per Thousand

No of Pitches 

per 1,000 

population

North 106 28.19% 83,230 83 1.27

Central 94 25.00% 107,530 108 0.87

South 176 46.81% 144,690 145 1.22

Total 376 100.00% 335,450 335 1.12



the visual surface quality of pitches and condition of associated facilities. A list was 

also made of informal play areas.  376 locations were visited. To collate the data 

during visits, a standard proforma was completed for each site. The summary of 

completed data sheets for the pitches identified are held by NLL.  The assessments 

were based on visual inspections, and discussion with local clubs, North Lanarkshire 

Leisure and Active Schools staff. 

 Community Consultation 

As part of Strand One, NLL and CultureNL undertook community/pitch user 

consultation. This allowed NLL to understand the wider communities/user perceptions 

and aspirations relating to pitch provision, management and quality.  A summary of 

the issues identified is outlined in Appendix 3. 

 Booking Data 

Booking/Usage data provided by NLL was taken into consideration when assessing 

viability, the need for additional service requirements or confirmation of 

underutilisation. 

Strand Two – Analysis 

Prior to analysis being carried out, the following criterion for assessment was 

established:- 

 pitches should meet the spatial and technical requirements of the appropriate 

governing bodies; 

 

 associated facilities (changing, etc.) should be sufficient to meet the maximum 

load requirements of the adjacent playing facilities; 

 

 facilities should be capable of meeting the needs of all users, as well as 

 meet the requirements of the current DDA regulations; 

 have parking capable of accommodating all users, including disabled parking; 

 be suitably located to allow ready access to users; 

 the design and management of pitches and associated facilities should be 

such that they do not impact on the safety of users and staff; and 

 facilities should be available throughout the year across a range of weather 

conditions. 

Analysis confirmed the following:- 

 pitches that are let by NLL meet with spatial and technical requirements of 

appropriate governing bodies. However, the analysis confirmed that we have no 

pitches that fully meet the requirements of the Lowland League, therefore limiting 

development and income; 

 evidence would suggest that changing facilities at main sport and leisure centres 

are coping with demand and meeting current needs; however, this will require to 

be constantly monitored to ensure that any growth and changes in demand is 

covered. When looking at stand-alone pitches it is important to note that where 



changing is available load is covered; however, cost of operating, safety, 

access/egress and location will require ongoing review; 

 the management of standalone pitches must be improved to ensure that 

requested bookings are aligned with availability at main facilities; 

 design and maintenance arrangements for synthetic surfaces and grass should 

be strengthened and better integrated to ensure that the assets remain in good 

condition (heavy use, poor surface quality and drainage were noted in the case of 

some pitches); and 

 some pitches require a significant level of ongoing maintenance, including some 

synthetic pitches, which could have a bearing on income levels due to the need 

to balance these against increased maintenance costs. 

2.2 A New Community Investment Programme - The Case for an Area Based 

Hub Site Model 

A considerable number of former pitches have essentially become redundant due 

to changing patterns of use. Most notable are the significant number of blaes 

pitches that previously dominated football provision the West of Scotland and in 

North Lanarkshire. These pitches are no longer deemed suitable for training or 

competitive play.  

North Lanarkshire also has a large number of stand-alone pitch sites with 

changing accommodation and ancillary facilities, such as floodlighting and car 

parking which, as a result of their location have unfortunately managed to attract 

vandalism. All of this has in effect rendered this model of supply unsustainable.  

Running in parallel to this pattern of decline, the development of new pitch 

synthetic and hybrid surfaces and technologies into the market has increased the 

game/training capacity of individual pitches. 

A model of outdoor sports pitch provision, which is more sustainable, would 

involve the creation of multi-sport, multi-activity sports hub sites which offer a 

responsive, efficient outdoor and indoor sports service, which meets the sport, 

physical activity and health needs of North Lanarkshire residents, sports teams, 

groups and organisations.   

The first two iterations of the North Lanarkshire Sports Pitch Strategy have built 

towards this template of provision to an extent and there has been significant 

investment in synthetic pitch provision throughout North Lanarkshire as part of the 

Schools and Centres 21 programme and within some key sports venues operated 

by North Lanarkshire Leisure (see Appendix 1 for details). This, to an extent has 

helped absorb demand from the now redundant blaes and poor quality grass 

pitches.  However, the challenge now for North Lanarkshire is that many synthetic 

pitches are either reaching or are beyond their lifespan. 

There now requires to be a concerted drive to deliver on the potential identified in 

the second phase of the Sport, Pitch Strategy (2012 to 2018):- 

“There are already a good number of multi pitch sites in North Lanarkshire. The 

creation of “community sport hub” sites will bring some and a stability to current 

provision and accommodate growing demand. In addition, the financial, and 

social and sporting benefits which can be achieved through the development of 

hub sites are significant. Hub sites should be located in accessible areas and 



meet the identified needs of both the local community and proposed growth in 

population. 

Within the context of creating sports hubs, the rationalisation of some small 

(single pitch or sport) sites may need to be considered. However consideration 

should be given in relation to geographical location and the population within the 

local catchment area.  

 

Capital receipts from disposal sites should then be ring fenced and prioritised for 

investment in the development/improvement of existing or proposed sports hub 

sites. The aim should be to provide a network of high quality multi pitch sites 

servicing each key area. 

Current and future demand can be met in North Lanarkshire through the 

decommissioning of smaller less valuable sites coupled with the investment and 

development of Sport Hubs. The achievement of this strategy will only be 

possible through the sales receipt from redevelopment receipts being reinvested 

back into sport.” 

This will be the key area of focus from 2018 onwards in terms of the Sport Pitch 

Strategy and its delivery plan which will be a fully integrated feature of the 

Council’s new Community Investment Programme. 

 At roughly £500,000 to create a synthetic pitch and associated infrastructure 

(floodlighting, fencing, hard standing - excluding associated changing and other 

amenities) the renewal, refurbishment and replacement programme is likely to be 

considerable.  If any of the current stock of synthetic pitches in North Lanarkshire 

were not replaced at the end of their lifespan there could, unless this is based on 

sound demand analysis, be a considerable issue with the current levels of supply 

which would impact the many sports clubs, community groups and organisations 

ability to fulfil their training needs and competition fixtures which would potentially 

have major repercussions for sport, with a corresponding negative impact on 

health and wellbeing in the area. 

2.3 Treatment of Surplus Pitches 

The supply of potentially vacant land from potentially redundant sports pitch 

provision, which is protected and ring fenced by national planning policy, provides 

an opportunity/vehicle to generate capital funds that can be reinvested to 

maintain the current stock of pitches and enhance the preferred sports pitch sites 

with additional required provision. 

The Council’s Ambition strategic plans, in particular and the move to 

accommodate 48 tower blocks and 4,000 households in more traditional housing 

and taking into account that North Lanarkshire is a relatively compact authority 

with the 4th highest population in Scotland means that there will be considerable 

demand for such valuable pockets of land within local communities which can 

accommodate such new build. Additionally, the Schools and Centres 21 

programme together with the need to review existing central sports facility 

provision to better meet current and future need also provides an opportunity to 

take a global overview and spatial approach to provide more cost effective, 

sustainable and co-located pitch provision as part of the wider community 

investment programme. 



2.4  Considerations 

2.4.1 Pitch Operational Service Model 

2.4.1.1 Objectives and Actions 

Following the base data collation and review, North Lanarkshire Leisure put forward a 

sustainable service model for North Lanarkshire. 

The principles which will underpin the refocussed for sports pitch provision are set out 

in Appendix 4. 

Whilst there has been community consultation in the review phase, the re-focussed 

strategy will require ongoing engagement with all stakeholders when in its 

implementation phases. 

2.4.1.2 Tiered delivery model for sports and leisure facilities 

A key outcome from the work carried out by NLL was the emergence of a tiered 

delivery model proposal which would see sports and leisure facilities grouped into 

three categories: 

 Tier 1 

 Tier 2 

 Satellite 

The proposed model’s main aims are: 

 to maximise the use of existing pitches; 

 efficiently match demand with existing supply; 

 create the potential for medium and long-term growth. 

These aims will be achieved by ensuring flexibility across the pitch portfolio, 

maximising the use of all pitch-based assets and delivering a sustainable, highly 

valued, equity based service across North Lanarkshire. 

The proposed structure is based on the development of a Tier 1, Tier 2 and Satellite 

model in each main area (Airdrie, Coatbridge, Bellshill, Motherwell, Wishaw and 

North).  Appendix 5 sets out the proposed model across North Lanarkshire. 

Tier 1 

Tier 1 facilities will operate as the key sports pitch base in a given area and have a 

wide range of existing pitch sizes and surfaces, along with the full range of associated 

facilities (lighting, parking, changing etc.). These facilities will be staffed and operate 

from 07:00 till 22:00, seven days per week. The Tier 1 facilities will operate on the 

basis that the use of pitches sites in Tier 1 facilities will be maximised (especially for 

ad-hoc bookings) before an integrated booking system starts to accommodate ad-hoc 

bookings in Tier 2 facilities. Long-term seasonal bookings at a Tier 1 or Tier 2 facility 

will always have priority over ad-hoc bookings. 



 Tier 2 

Tier 2 facilities offer a secondary sports pitch base. The number of Tier 2 facilities in 

an area will depend on demographics, available pitches and demand. Constant 

monitoring of patterns of use will be required to ensure that demand is 

accommodated and that the operational structure is operating efficiently. Tier 2 

facilities will be staffed as required at weekends from 07:00 till 22:00, and 17:00 till 

22:00 on week days. Tier 2 facilities will have the capacity to accommodate long- 

term bookings and will be capable of taking bookings from already fully-booked Tier 1 

facilities. 

 Satellite 

Satellite sports pitch facilities will be mainly stand alone and will only be used in 

daylight hours (mostly at weekends). They are required to service the weekend 

spikes in booking requests and local need. However, the number of satellite facilities 

needs to be monitored to ensure that there is no overplaying that significantly 

increases reactive maintenance, and life cycle costs. 

In developing this model the following assumptions were made:- 

 a single, integrated booking system will be put in place, through the DigitalNL 

programme, that will direct clients to a secondary or third pitch location if their 

preferred pitch is booked; 

 pitch rationalisation will be considered where it can be confirmed that identified 

pitches are no longer used for formal lets and in consultation with sportscotland; 

 existing key facilities identified continue to be seen by users and the council as 

strategic centres for pitch-based sport offering multiple high quality pitch 

provision. 

 

For illustrative purposes the diagram below relates to the proposed structure for 

Airdrie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2.5 Developing an Integrated Asset Masterplan - Community Investment 

Programme 

To deliver its ambitious, integrated and sustainable programme, the Council and its 

ALEOs will require to develop an investment-based strategy based on an ongoing 

evaluation of sports pitch provision and use, assessment of future requirements and 

an estimation of the capital and revenue costs associated with any development or 

maintenance proposed. 

Some local authorities have looked at their stock of pitches and have decided that by 

virtue of their location, condition, levels of use, etc., that they no longer meet their 

intended purpose. Some local authorities have advocated the closure of small and 

expensive to operate sports pitch sites and have opted to dispose of them and to 

create large, new multi-sports sites, which are of better quality than those which they 

replaced and are more economical to manage and operate. 

Should this approach be agreed, the next step is understanding the potential value of 

surplus assets, the potential cost of new facilities and maintenance savings. 

By declaring assets surplus, the cost of the maintenance on the out-of-use pitches 

and the savings on some informal play areas could be redirected toward active 

pitches that are in high demand and in need of planned maintenance.  

 

2.6 Integration of service delivery 

2.6.1 Booking 

To increase income, there needs to be a fully-integrated service. The Council’s sports 

pitches are mainly operated by two organisations. There are two separate booking 

management systems.  

2.6.2 DigitalNL 

Via the DigitalNL programme, consideration requires to be given to developing a fully-

integrated on line booking system which directs clients to the most appropriate pitch 

for their needs. However, where the pitch is booked, the system will automatically 

direct them to the nearest available facility. This system will frees up staff resource 

and maximise pitch usage. 

2.6.3 Maintenance 

A fully-integrated maintenance regime will ensure that all pitches and associated 

facilities within the sports pitch portfolio are maintained to an agreed standard, 

offering clients guaranteed quality in terms of surface and associated facilities. A 

standard maintenance programme covering all pitches will allow life cycle and 

reactive maintenance budgets to be set over a three/five-year period. A fully-

integrated maintenance system will allow standard contracts to be set with a limited 

number of contractors (internal or external), ensuring a best value approach. 



2.6.4 Process of dealing with underused assets 

Once sports pitch assets have been identified as underused, they would require to go 

through a standardised process to ensure best value is achieved for the council and 

underutilised assets are first offered to internal NLC departments upon 

demonstrating the business case for asset reallocation.  The asset transfer value 

will be determined by the Council, district valuer or market surveyor. Consideration will 

require to be given as to whether the value is transferred internally from the new user to a 

sport and leisure account where it can be used to augment the Community Investment 

programme to develop and maintain related sport and leisure facilities within the 

area from where the value was created. 

Assets that are not transferred within the Council could be considered for community 

asset transfer. The value created by this may be limited and this would have to be 

fully explored to ensure that the community had the capacity to fulfil its future 

obligations. 

If there was no community interest the asset could then be offered on the open 

market. 

It is worth noting that value for money, in terms of value created, may not always be 

in monetary terms. Value can be created in other ways, i.e., environmental 

enhancement, savings in maintenance costs, sports pitches that meet the requirements 

of Project Brave and Lowland League criteria there by improving sport and leisure 

involvement. 

Assets which are going to be used for alternative purposes will require planning 

consent and will have to meet planning policies.  This will involve a strategic 

overview of any proposed asset rationalisation for example, the Council may wish 

to seek change of use on all surplus sites before they go to the market to reduce 

planning risk and increase certainty around maximising capital receipts. 

Strategy to provide facilities which meet with Project Brave and Lowland 

League criteria 

NLL has an objective to develop facilities throughout North Lanarkshire that meet 

with the criteria of Project Brave and the Lowland League. The value created from 

underutilised assets could assist in funding such developments. 

Long-term objective to carry out the phased redevelopment and replacement 

of sport and leisure facilities 

The value created from underutilised assets could assist in funding this objective. 

2.7 Next Steps – Eight Key Strategic Actions 

 Delivering the pace and depth of change required will be achieved via 8 key actions. 

1. Agree locations where quality and quantity of provision should be enhanced linked to 

current gaps in provision, including minority sports and likely sports growth. 

 



2. Maintain a suitable strategic reserve of pitches and assess future demand for sports 

pitches likely to arise from planned residential developments and in accordance with 

local and national governing body aspirations for sports development in North 

Lanarkshire. 

 

3. Review unused pitch assets to determine approach to rationalisation. 

 

4. Review current maintenance regimes and review with NLC Ground Maintenance the 

best model for maintenance and repair of sports pitches. 

 

5. Determine increased income generation possibilities and reduced expenditure 

potential. 

 

6. Keep under review the ever changing local and national governing body requirements 

for sporting provision, gather suitable management information, develop local 

knowledge and expertise across the entire sport pitch, sport and health promoting 

estate to ensure new provision is suitably specified and engineered for the most cost 

effective, best value and improved sport and health returns. 

 

7. Keep under review new and changing land use patterns and agree to the release of 

former pitch sites for potential development in furtherance of other Council policies, 

strategies and priorities, balanced against local sporting need. 

 

8. With a view to viability for other uses or purposes, on disposal, determine ownership 

and endeavour to resolve any other impediments to reallocation for the newly agreed 

use or function. 

 

 
3. Equality and Diversity 
 
3.1 Fairer Scotland 
  

The Fairer Scotland Duty is intended to reduce the inequalities of outcomes caused 
by socio –economic disadvantage. The statutory focus of the Fairer Scotland Duty is 
on strategic decision making and as such the proposals out lined in this report require 
to be considered via and integrated Equality/Fairer Scotland Impact Assessment. The 
engagement with communities carried out will inform the assessment on an ongoing 
basis during implementation. 

   
3.2 Equality Impact Assessment 
 
 As 3.1. 
 

 

 
4. Implications 
 
4.1 Financial Impact 
 
 Current sports pitch developments are funded via the Capital Investment Programme 

and the SC21 programme mainly (See Appendix 1) going forward such 
investment/release of capital receipts will be an integral element of the Community 
Investment Programme. 



4.2 HR/Policy/Legislative Impact 
 
  The strategy outlined in this report will be discussed with the National governing body 

for sport, sportscotland. 
  
4.3 Environmental Impact 
  
 Open space and community infrastructure improvements are a key element of the 

sports pitch strategy. 
  
4.4 Risk Impact 
  
 More effective utilisation of community infrastructure.  
   

 
5. Measures of success 
 
5.1 Effective development and deployment of the hub framework outlined in this report. 
 
  
   

 
 

 

Lizanne McMurrich 
Head of Education (South) 
 

 



Appendix 1

WARD WARD NAME Sports Pitch Project 

2012/13           

(£)

2013/14        

(£)

2014/15        

(£)

2015/16        

(£)

2016/17        

(£)

2017/18        

(£)

2018/19        

(£)*

Total              

(£)

12 Fortissat Stane Pitch 95,730          27,576         6,790            323               130,419           

8 Airdrie Central St Aidan's High Pitch Upgrade 118,134        28,981         11,453         158,567           

16 Motherwell West Braidhurst High Pitch 254,083        7,175            261,258           

2 Cumbernauld North Broadwood Pitch 494,663        12,203         296               507,162           

8 Airdrie Central St Margaret High 3g Pitch 223,387       21,726         19                 245,131           

2 Cumbernauld North Broadwood-Replace 3g Pitch 242,170       21,441         263,612           

20 Wishaw Wishaw SC Replace 3g Pitch 38,368         153,308       6,895-            6,895            191,676           

16 Motherwell West Bothwellhaugh Hybrid Pitch Sp 214,327       619,319       833,646           

20 Wishaw Wishaw SC Sports Pitch 138,256       174,939       313,195           

15 Mossend and Holytown Bellshill Academy Multi Use Games Area 267,280       267,280           

14 Bellshill Cardinal Newman High Multi Use Games Area 16,737         472,080       488,816           

20 Wishaw Netherton PS Outdoor PE Facility -                    

1 Kilsyth Kilsyth HS MUGA & Grass Pitch 24,343         803,785       828,128           

1 Kilsyth Croy 3G Pitch 400,000       400,000           

18
Motherwell South East and 

Ravenscraig
Ravenscraig 3g Indoor replacement 250,000       250,000           

3 Cumbernauld South Ravenswood 3g Replacement 250,000       250,000           

14 Bellshill Sir Matt Busby SC 3g Replacement 250,000       250,000           

2 Cumbernauld North Broadwood Fives Pitch Replace 50,000         50,000             

20 Wishaw Wishaw Fives Pitch Replacement 50,000         50,000             

7 Airdrie North Airdrie LC Pitch Development 150,000       150,000           

962,610        541,492       431,216       969,348       277,122       503,318       2,203,785    5,888,891       

*Estimated Expenditure to 31 March 2018

Completion

8 Airdrie Central Alexandra & Rochsolloch PS 2012/13       

19 Murdostoun Calderbridge PS 2012/13       

5 Strathkelvin Chryston High 2012/13       

6 Coatbridge North and Glenboig Greenhill & Drumpark PS 2012/13       

6 Coatbridge North and Glenboig St Ambrose & Drumpark Sec 2012/13       

12 Fortissat Calderhead High 2013/14

11 Airdrie South Caldervale High 2013/14

19 Murdostoun Coltness High 2013/14

20 Wishaw Clyde Valley & Orchard PS 2016/17

Investment in Sports Pitches/Games Areas

Financial YearCapital Programme Investment

Schools & Centres 21 Investment

1 x 2G sand filled synthetic pitch

1 x 3G rubber synthetic Ptich 1 x Grass Football Ptich

1 x 3G rubber synthetic Ptich 2 x Grass Football Ptich

1 x 3G rubber synthetic Ptich 1 x Grass Football Ptich

Description

6 Multi Use Pitches

1 x 2G sand filled synthetic pitch

1 x 3G rubber synthetic pitch

1 x 2G sand filled synthetic pitch

1 x 3G rubber synthetic Ptich 2 x Grass Football Ptich



 
 

APPENDIX 2 
REASSESSING AND REFOCUSSING NORTH LANARKSHIRE SPORTS PITCH 
STRATEGY – THE CHALLENGE AND THE AMBITION 

This document provides an overview of the extensive pitch review process carried out by North 
Lanarkshire Leisure (NLL) to gather clear data to inform the process of refocussing the Sports Pitch 
Strategy for the area. 
 
The document highlights the findings from the Pitch Review and User Consultation exercises and 
outlines a process for refocussing the Sports Pitch Strategy for North Lanarkshire. 

 

1. Overview 
 

Pitches are a vital resource for the communities of North Lanarkshire, accommodating local 
clubs and teams, encouraging physical activity at community level, and supporting some of 
the area’s most popular sports. In this way pitches make an important contribution to the 
overall health and wellbeing of North Lanarkshire. 
 
North Lanarkshire Council and its partners need to articulate a clear vision around its 
pitches and how it intends to strategically develop these critical local resources in relation 
to community need and compliance with national policies and expectations. 

 
2. The sports pitch review process - key findings 
 

North Lanarkshire Leisure took a two-pronged approach to the review of current pitch 
provision having been commissioned by North Lanarkshire Council to undertake:- 
 
i) a comprehensive survey of all pitches; and  
ii) a sports pitch user consultation with local clubs. 
 
The survey focused on confirming the location of existing known pitches, geographic 
location and the type of surface and sports provided for. The total number of pitches 
identified through the initial survey was 376; as detailed in the table and graph on page 2. 
 

  



 
 

It should be noted that the survey was limited to pitches that are bookable through NLL, 
Culture NL and/or associated with a school or community facility.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The total number and type of pitch surfaces across North Lanarkshire is shown in the table and ie 
chart below.  
 

Area Grass Blaes Synthetic 
Grass 4G 

Synthetic 
Grass 3G 

Synthetic 
Grass 2G 

Hybrid Tarmac Polymeric Artificial 
Clay 

Other 
1 

Total 

North 38 39 1 13 5 0 3 2 3 2 106 

Central 50 10 1 7 14 0 10 2 0 0 94 

South 102 32 0 13 8 2 18 1 0 0 176 

Total 190 81 2 33 27 2 32 5 3 2 376 

% Surface Type – North 35.85% 36.79% 0.94% 12.26% 4.72% 0.00% 2.83% 1.89% 2.83% 1.89% 100.00% 

% Surface Type – 
Central 

53.19% 10.64% 1/06% 7.45% 14.89% 0.00% 10.64% 2.13% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 

% Surface Type – South 57.95% 18.18% 0.00% 7.38% 4.55% 1.14% 10.23% 0.57% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 

% Surface Type – North 
Lanarkshire 

50/53% 21.54% 0/53% 8.78% 7.18% 0.53% 8.25% 1.33% 0.80% 0.53% 100.00% 

 
 

Area

No of Pitches 

and Outdoor 

Courts

% of Pitches Population Per Thousand

No of Pitches 

per 1,000 

population

North 106 28.19% 83,230 83 1.27

Central 94 25.00% 107,530 108 0.87

South 176 46.81% 144,690 145 1.22

Total 376 100.00% 335,450 335 1.12



 
 

 
 
The comparable distribution of pitch types per area in North Lanarkshire can be found in the pie 
charts in Appendix 1 and the type of pitch and sport provision per sporting discipline are shown in 
the pie chart below 

 
 
 

2.1 Development Potential 
 

The survey also assessed all pitches for development potential, and broke down this into 
two key categories: Sport and Leisure Development, and Other/Alternative Development, 
the table below sets out the findings. 
 
Pitch Development Potential 

 

Development type No. of pitches 

Sport and Leisure potential 131 

Other development potential 116 

No change in use 129 



 
 

 
2.1.1 Sport & Leisure Potential 

 
The figure of 131 includes existing NLL site and school facilities, as well as stand alone and 
multi-pitch set-ups, with capacity to develop to allow the required increase in pitch 
numbers or to facilitate a pitch surface change. 

 
2.1.2 Other Development Potential 

 
Realising this potential will require the Council to establish a policy and governance 
structure to carry out additional analysis and approval for such as assets to be developed 
or disposed of to release value. These are currently under-used sites which could provide 
the council with funding that could be reallocated to the ongoing development of sport 
and leisure and/or to meet council Ambition strategies. 

 
2.2 Sports Pitch User Consultation 

 
Around 200 teams and clubs from across North Lanarkshire responded to the sports pitch 
user consultation exercise carried out by North Lanarkshire Leisure, encompassing 11 
different pitch based sports.  The majority of respondents were football clubs. This 
represents at least 25% of all those booking pitches.  NLL has advised that the results are 
set out in Tables 3 & 4 below can be considered an accurate reflection of the overall 
population’s views within +/-6%. 
 
Table 3 – User Views 

 

Satisfaction with pitch provision % of respondents 

All users 49% 

Football teams 30% 

Cricket teams 67% 

Hockey teams 100% 

Dissatisfaction  

Rugby teams 100% 

 
Table 4 – User Views on Development Potential 

 

Development of provision % of respondents 
agreeing with statement 

Pitches in their area should be 
developed 

87% 

There are not enough 3G pitches in 
their area 

74% 

There should be more pitches 
suitable for use for small-sided 
games  

72% 

Permanently marked small-sided 
pitches on land at existing sites are 
desired 

79% 



 
 

Additional facilities at pitches should 
be available 

78% 

A showcase grass pitch should be 
available in North Lanarkshire 

72% 

 

 Central booking system – pitch users strongly indicated this was clearly needed and 
they would like to see similar prices across sites. 77% of pitch users would prefer to 
deal with only one organisation for all pitch bookings in North Lanarkshire. 

 

 Discounts or subsidies – many teams, particularly children’s teams, would like to see 
higher or additional discounts or subsidies to encourage participation amongst young 
people. (note - The service is currently not provided at cost or at cost + profit, and is 
already subject to a considerable subsidy). 

 

 Growth of clubs – all clubs surveyed were asked how likely they are to grow. The 
results suggest that North Lanarkshire is an area with ambitious and developing clubs. 
Overall, 67% of clubs say they will grow over the next 5 years with 30% intending to 
grow significantly.  No clubs indicated their intention to get smaller, 1% intend to 
merge.  

 

 Decreasing stock – pitch users were prepared to see a reduction in the number of 
pitches across the area should there be investment in the pitch estate which they can 
benefit from. 

 
3. Pitch Estate Overview 
 
3.1 Surface 

 
3.1.1 Blaes 

 
The review identified that 19% of pitches across North Lanarkshire are blaes surface which 
is a redundant surface type. In accordance with sport governing body guidelines.  Pitches 
with this surface type can no longer be used for training or competitive sport. Where they 
have continued to be maintained, this is potentially a drain on resources.  However it is 
recognised that, in some instances, to leave blaes pitches unmaintained, could have a 
detrimental impact on the civic amenity of local green spaces. 

 
3.1.2 Grass 

 
60% of pitches are grass and these are often stand-alone pitches. Some of the use limiting 
factors associated with grass pitches include; game carrying capacity, their relatively poor 
quality or lack of properly specified sports turf or engineered sub-surface and drainage 
systems, as well as unsuitable locations, lack of associated facilities. 

 
  



 
 

3.1.3 3G / Synthetic 
 

3G and synthetic pitches account for 19% of North Lanarkshire’s total provision. In view of 
the redundant nature of blaes pitches, and the often poor quality of grass pitches and 
associated changing provision, the demand for this type of pitch is very high and growing. 

 
3.2 Multi-Agency Management  

 
NLL, CultureNL, Education, Youth and Communities all have operational responsibility for 
various pitches across North Lanarkshire. This multi-agency management situation has 
created a fragmented approach to the provision, maintenance, upgrading and 
development of pitches across the area.  This has resulted in pitch provision of variable 
quality, from exceptionally poor at one end of the scale, to world class at the other new 
facilities which have been created through SC21 schools programme and regional sports 
venues (Ravenscraig Regional Sports Facility).  

 
3.3 Pavilion Condition 

 
NLL operate numerous pavilions, mainly located adjacent to grass or redundant blaes 
pitches, many of which have become a focus for vandalism and anti-social behaviour. A 
number have recently been demolished, or are in line to be demolished due to the 
condition and/or Health & Safety concerns.  A number of pavilions however, remain 
necessary for servicing adjacent sports pitches that are in use but many present as a 
liability and eyesore for local communities.  

 
3.4 Non Integrated Booking System 

 
There are currently at least two booking systems operating across North Lanarkshire for 
pitch facilities – NLL and CultureNL (for school-based facilities) each have their own system. 
This can give rise to frustration on the part of pitch users at the lack of integration. 

 
North Lanarkshire is not optimising technology nor effectively collecting management 
information data on usage and demand. This has resulted in pitch lettings not being 
monitored effectively or promoted to optimum benefit of communities. 
 
It is anticipated that the solution will be explored and established via the DigitalNL 
Programme. 

 

  



 
 

APPENDIX 3 
PITCH/ASSET REVIEW AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT - OVERVIEW 

Issues that demand a coherent strategic approach to pitch provision, maintenance 
and development via a refocussed Sports Pitch Strategy. 
 

 Increasing demand for pitches from clubs, sports development and active schools 

programmes, informal and casual use. While there has been a decrease in outdoor pitch-
based sports elsewhere, in North Lanarkshire these are growing in popularity. Effectively 
maintaining and developing the sport pitch estate and improving provision offers a route 
to getting more people, more active, more often. 

 
NLL support a wide range of clubs – from community participation-based clubs and 
amateur clubs at each stage of the various sporting pathways, to semi-professional and 
professional clubs.  Responding to their needs requires a professional knowledge base with 
a deep understanding of the needs of sports-based clubs. 

 
 

‘North Lanarkshire is an area with ambitious and developing sports clubs. The Community 
Consultation discovered that 67% of clubs expect to grow in the next five years, with 30% intending 
to grow significantly.’ 

 

 Equitable Inclusive Approach – particularly with regard to football, which is by far the 

most popular pitch sport in North Lanarkshire and therefore critical to fitness participation 
levels across the area – requires a co-ordinated approach to upgrading and on-going 
maintenance. 

 
‘There has been an increase in adult male participation in 5- or 7-a-side football, and major growth 
in children’s 7’s, 5’s and 4’s football, which are currently directed at 5 to 12 year olds, with the 13+ 
age group playing shortened 11-a-side versions of the game, and soccer 9’s using half a pitch 
recently being introduced as a further small sided graduation before the full 11’s version of the 
game. This will naturally only add to further pressure on available pitches, with demand for 3G 
pitches being higher than current supply. 
 
Many bookable and non-bookable sports pitches can be used informally for casual access, and the 
extent to which this happens, in many cases, is impossible to determine. Additionally, anecdotal 
comments would suggest that some teams bypass the booking system and go directly onto stand-
alone pitches in remote or unmanned locations to avoid having to pay pitch hire charges. This 
practice clearly is unfair and unequitable for those teams who do book and pay normally.’ 

 
Additionally, the provision of informal play and multi-use games areas are important assets 
in the drive to create interest and attract children and young people into sport, increase 
physical activity and improve health. Accordingly, there is growing demand for more of 
these types of areas to be created, located where children live, and which are safe, well 
maintained, and fit for purpose.  
 

  



 
 

 Variable quality of the pitch estate arising from the current ‘patchwork’ of provision  

across North Lanarkshire which has an impact on participation in pitch sports and 
potentially limiting sporting success and the commensurate, associated, health benefits. 

 

‘For example, North Lanarkshire currently does not have facilities which meet the criteria of the 
Lowland League or Project Brave.’ 

 

 Unused and under-used pitches can only be genuinely determined as not required or 

‘surplus’ on a case by case basis analysis. Some pitches are under-used due to the poor or 
declining quality of the provision or other pertinent reason, rather than lack of demand. 

 

 Formal lets need to be maximised to increase income which can only be effectively 

achieved by developing pitches in the right locations.  Pitch use at strategically-located 
sport and leisure centres and newly provided school and community venues is growing and 
a co-ordinated approach to development of an accessible equitable approach across the 
whole area must be taken. 
 

 An integrated approach is required to ensure sustainable, economically viable pitch 

estate developments are planned and delivered.  
 

  



 
 

APPENDIX 4 

The principles which will underpin the refocussed sports pitch strategy for 
2019 Onwards 
 
There are a number of key principles which should underpin the refocussed North Lanarkshire 
sports pitch strategy for North Lanarkshire. These are: 
 

 An Agreed Vision For Outdoor Sport 
The main aim of the Sports Pitch Strategy is to meet the local and regional needs of pitch, 
outdoor court and team sports and to articulate the sports, physical activity and health 
promoting vision, aspirations and policies of the area, into an agreed strategic direction for 
the whole of North Lanarkshire, coupled with an appropriate delivery model and 
performance framework.  

 
User research suggests that the current fragmented delivery mechanism has resulted in the 
lack of an integrated, coordinated approach. This impedes evaluation and revision to 
complete the quality improvement loop. A refocussed integrated approach linked to wider 
Council Ambition plans will result in an improved ‘best value’ approach and make the most 
out of these vital community assets.  
 
Assessing the impact of service fragmentation would address any sub-optimal performance 
at each point in the sports development continuum, from grass roots participation through 
to performance and excellence levels. It would also create the ability to maximise the 
mental and physical health improvement and wellbeing gains that can be brought about 
through participation in team sports. These are increasingly important for young people 
who are becoming isolated by sedentary lifestyles. 
 
However it is also important to recognise, celebrate and strengthen, the vital symbiotic 
partnerships with local sports clubs, groups and organisations which operates in tandem 
with professionally designed, delivered, inclusive and monitored, high quality sport, leisure 
and health promoting services.  
 
It has also been recognised that sport is generally responsible for the largest, most active 
and generally well informed and organised cohort of volunteers in society. These 
volunteers are vital resources in community cohesion and capacity building.  
 
Working effectively with sports clubs, groups and organisations requires an informed 
shared understanding of the various sports undertaken, together with a common vision 
and goals.  It is vital that this is reflected in the most appropriate, joined up delivery model 
and an agreed, equitable, viable and sustainable strategy, with the goal being a fitter, 
happier, healthier and achieving North Lanarkshire. 

 

 Future Provision 
The focus should be on developing provision, responsive to community needs and 
expectations. 
 



 
 

 Creation Of Hubs 
Co-location of provision is a sustainable, economically viable model for North Lanarkshire 
which will deliver high quality, better maintained facilities. This approach also ties in with 
the Ambition Plans of the Council. NLL proposes the implementation of a ‘Tiered Model’ 
approach where sports pitch services ripple out from ‘main’ multi-hubs to ensure equitable 
access to pitch provision across North Lanarkshire. 
 

 Re-Investment 
The disposal of any assets considered surplus after a case-by-case assessment must 
proceed in full consultation with all relevant partners. Income generated from any sale of 
assets should be ring fenced, and reinvested into new community assets, or the wider 
sport and fitness estate. 

 

 Compliance With National Planning Policies 
The above reinvestment principle is enshrined in the national planning policies for the 
protection of playing fields which is a statutory requirement, and has been adopted and re-
adopted by North Lanarkshire Council when these policies have been updated. There is, 
therefore, a general presumption against the development of playing fields for anything 
other than their core ‘sporting’ purpose, unless suitable compensatory provision is agreed. 
The national agency for sport, sportscotland, is the statutory consultee on development 
plans likely to affect playing fields and will generally lodge an objection unless there is a 
clear, long-term surplus of sports pitches to meet sporting need in an area, or suitable 
sporting compensatory provision is agreed.  

  



 
 

APPENDIX 5 

Tiered Delivery Model 
 
The rationalisation and transformation of the pitch portfolio is a substantial undertaking. A holistic 
approach and clear strategy will ensure this rationalisation process delivers:  
 

 improved facilities for the community in the right locations;  

 efficient use of limited resources; 

 an estate that is fit for purpose; and  

 the release of vital pockets of land for green space, housing and alternative uses where 
appropriate. 

 
It is clear that the sustainable model of sports provision is one which focuses on the creation of 
multi-sport, multi-activity sports hub sites.  Such sites are more economically viable, allowing 
business overheads, such as staffing, heating and lighting, to be more efficiently shared over a 
much larger customer base. Also, individual sports performance areas benefit from the shared 
ancillary spaces, such as changing areas, toilets, car parking, cafes, meeting rooms, reception, and 
accessible venue provision.  Sports coaching at all levels is also increasingly being based on sports 
science and sports psychology principles and requires access to other sports functional areas, such 
as strength and conditioning, and cardio vascular training facilities, as well as additional services 
including sports injury and first aid facilities, and nutritional and hydration provision. These are 
generally only provided at hub sites.  Facilitating appropriate cross over into other sports and 
sporting disciplines is important as many team sports benefit, for example, from athletics and 
aquatic training, coaching and facilities. 
 
The hub model addresses these needs and demands of users and results in the provision of higher 
quality and better maintained facilities. It also links with the Council’s Ambition Plans. Such an 
approach could result in the provision of comprehensive, multi-facility, multi-activity campuses 
offering a range of services and programmes, such as sport and leisure, health and wellbeing, 
education, culture, parks and outdoor activities and community safety provision. 
 
Tiered delivery model for pitch provision 
 
Pitch use at strategically-located sport and leisure centres is growing. It is essential, therefore, that 
pitches are developed in the right locations, i.e. areas of high demand, so that lets can be 
maximised, and an increased return on investment ensured.  
 
The necessary range of pitches of appropriate size and quality, distributed effectively across North 
Lanarkshire, must be provided, along with associated facilities that help to increase pitch use. 
 
To make the best use of current assets and to provide a clear approach for future development,  
the creation of a tiered delivery model is proposed. This type of model would achieve three clear 
aims: 
 

 maximisation of the use of existing pitches; 
 

 efficient matching of demand with existing supply; and 



 
 

 

 creation of potential for medium and long-term growth. 
 
It would require all North Lanarkshire’s sports and leisure facilities to be grouped into three 
categories: 
 

o Tier 1 
o Tier 2 
o Satellite 

 
Tier 1 facilities  
 
Tier 1 facilities would operate as the key strategic base in any given area. They would offer a wide 
range of existing pitch sizes and surfaces, along with the full range of associated facilities. Staffed 
and operated from 07:00 till 22:00, seven days per week, they would allow pitches to be booked 
throughout the day and evening. The use of pitches sited in Tier 1 facilities would be maximised as 
much as possible, encouraging long-term, seasonal bookings to ensure greater sustainability of 
income.  
 
Tier 2 facilities  
 
Tier 2 facilities would offer a secondary strategic base. They would be staffed as required at 
weekends from 07:00 till 22:00, and 17:00 till 22:00 on week days. They should offer block and 
long-term bookings and be responsive to overbookings, offering an alternative option to fully-
booked Tier 1 facilities. The number of Tier 2 facilities in any area will depend on demographics, 
available pitches and demand.  
 
Satellite facilities 
 
Satellite facilities will generally be stand-alone facilities which can be used only in daylight hours, 
with the expectation that this will mainly be at weekends. They are required to service the 
weekend spikes in booking requests and be responsive to local need. The number of satellite 
facilities will need to be monitored to prevent over capacity and prevent valuable resources being 
directed into maintenance and insurance budgets unnecessarily. 
 
Proposed Tier 1, Tier 2, Satellite, Strategic Reserve and Strategic Development Sites 
 

Designation/ 
Area 

North Central South 

Tier 1 Broadwood Stadium Airdrie Leisure Centre 
St Ambrose High School 

Sir Matt Busby Sports 
Complex 
Ravenscraig Regional 
Sports Facility 
Wishaw Sports Centre 

Tier 2 Greenfaulds High School 
Chryston High School 
Ravenswood Playing 
Fields 
St Patrick’s Playing Fields 

Caldervale High School 
St Andrew’s High School 

Bothwellhaugh Playing 
Fields 
Keir Hardie Centre 
Calderhead High School 
Clyde Valley High School 



 
 

Coltness High School 
Braidhurst High School 
Cathedral Primary 
School 

Satellite Stepps Playing Fields 
Balloch Pitch (Earls Hill) 

Airdrie Academy 
Coatbridge Outdoor 
Sports Centre 
Dunbeth Pitch No. 1 
Whifflet Pitches 
Craigneuk Pitches Nos. 1 
& 2 

Rockburn Pitches 
Muirhouse Playing Fields 
Birkenshaw Sports Hall 
King George V Pitch No. 
1 
Pather Pitch No. 1 
Victoria Park Pitch No. 1 
Spindleknowe Pitch 
Cleland Corn Pitch 

Strategic 
Reserve 

TBC Dunbeth Pitch No. 2 
Craigneuk Pitch No. 3 

Muirhouse Pitch No. 2 
Pather Pitches Nos. 2 & 
3 

Strategic 
Development 

Greenfaulds High School 
Cumbernauld High 
School 
Ravenswood Playing 
Fields 
Broadwood Stadium 

Kirkwood Sports Pitches Cardinal Newman High 
School 
Ravenscraig Regional 
Sports Facility 
Wishaw Sports Centre 
Pitch No. 4 

 
 



Appendix 6

Pitch Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 Tier 1,2 or 3 Grid Reference Department F/Lights Changing

Burnhead No 1 Laburnum Road  Viewpark Bellshill Unused NS714615 NLL No Yes

Burnhead No 2 Laburnum Road  Viewpark Bellshill Unused NS714615 NLL No Yes

Laburnum No 1 Laburnum Road  Viewpark Bellshill Unused NS711622 NLL Yes Yes

Laburnum No 2 Laburnum Road  Viewpark Bellshill Unused NS712622 NLL Yes Yes

Muirpark
Old Edinburgh 

Road
 Viewpark Bellshill Unused NS715610 NLL No

Brigbrae Calder Road  Bellshill  Bellshill Unused NS742592 NLL No Yes

Burdon Street Hope Street  Bellshill  Bellshill Unused NS742601 NLL No Yes

Hattonrigg Hattonrigg Road  Bellshill  Bellshill Unused NS735607 NLC Yes Yes

Milnwood No 1 Garfield Drive  Bellshill  Bellshill Unused NS738599 NLL Yes Yes

Milnwood No 2 Garfield Drive  Bellshill  Bellshill Unused NS739600 NLL Yes Yes

Holytown Thankerton Avenue  Holytown  Motherwell Unused NS758605 NLL No Yes

O'Wood O'Wood Avenue  Holytown  Motherwell Unused NS767609 NLL Yes No

Windsor Road No 1 Dornoch Road  Holytown  Motherwell Unused NS765601 NLL No Yes

Windsor Road No 2 Dornoch Road  Holytown  Motherwell Unused NS764601 NLL No Yes

Mosspark Moss Hall Street  Newarthill  Motherwell Unused NS788595 NLL No No

Calder No 1 Merry Street  Motherwell  Motherwell Unused NS759575 NLL Yes Yes

Calder No 2 Merry Street  Motherwell  Motherwell Unused NS761575 NLL Yes Yes

Forgewood Fife Drive  Motherwell  Motherwell Unused NS745591 NLL No No

Ladywell The Loaning  Motherwell  Motherwell Unused NS739576 NLL No Yes

Watling Street No 3
Strathclyde 

Country Park
 Motherwell  Motherwell Unused NS736579 NLC Yes Yes

Bonkle Park Bonkle Road  Newmains  Wishaw Unused NS834570 NLL No Yes

Cambusnethan
Cambusnethan 

Street
 Wishaw  Wishaw Unused NS809553 NLL No No

Cleland No 1 Omoa Road  Cleland motherwell Unused NS800582 NLL No Yes

Cleland No 2 Omoa Road  Cleland motherwell Unused NS799583 NLL No Yes

Coltness
North Dryburgh 

Road
 Wishaw  Wishaw Unused NS793563 NLL No No

Gowkthrapple Birkshaw Brae  Wishaw  Wishaw Unused NS792538 NLL No Yes

Heathery Moorfoot Drive  Wishaw  Wishaw Unused NS788553 NLL No Yes

Morningside School Road  Morningside  Wishaw Unused NS828554 NLL No No

Overtown Castlehill Road  Overtown  Wishaw Unused NS800530 NLL No Yes

Templehall ( Was St Aidens 

High School)
Waverley Drive  Wishaw  Wishaw Unused NS797557 NLL No No

Victoria Park No 2 Overtown Road  Newmains  Wishaw Unused NS818554 NLL No Yes

Waterloo No 1 Wishaw Road  Waterloo  Wishaw Unused NS811539 NLL No Yes

Waterloo No 2 Wishaw Road  Waterloo  Wishaw Unused NS812540 NLL No Yes

West Crindledyke No 1 Lawrie Street  Newmains  Wishaw Unused NS819562 NLL Yes Yes

Unused Sites (No Bookings Reported by NLL)



Appendix 6

Pitch Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 Tier 1,2 or 3 Grid Reference Department F/Lights Changing

Unused Sites (No Bookings Reported by NLL)

West Crindledyke No 2 Lawrie Street  Newmains  Wishaw Unused NS818561 NLL Yes Yes

West Crindledyke No 3 Lawrie Street  Newmains  Wishaw Unused NS818564 NLL Yes Yes

Allanton Park Redmire Crescent  Allanton  Shotts Unused NS856578 NLL No Yes

Harthill Dunn Terrace  Harthill  Shotts Unused NS902645 NLL No Yes

Springhill Springhill Road  Shotts  Shotts Unused NS884590 NLL No No

Salsburgh Bogfoot Road  Salsburgh  Shotts Unused NS826628 NLL No Yes

Holehills No 1 Dykehead Road  Holehills  Airdrie Unused NS766669 NLL No No

Holehills No 2 Dykehead Road  Holehills  Airdrie Unused NS767669 NLL No No

Katherine Park Forrest Street  Airdrie  Airdrie Unused NS784658 NLL Yes Yes

Thrashbush Dykehead Road  Airdrie  Airdrie Unused NS756666 NLC Yes Yes

Whinhall No 1 Burnfoot Road  Airdrie  Airdrie Unused NS751658 NLC Yes

Whinhall No 2 Burnfoot Road  Airdrie  Airdrie Unused NS750658 NLC Yes

Coatbridge 7's Langloan Street  Coatbridge  Coatbridge Unused NS725644 NLL Yes Yes

Morven Street Morven Street  Coatbridge  Coatbridge Unused NS731659 NLL Yes

Morven Street Morven Street  Coatbridge  Coatbridge Unused NS731660 NLL No Yes

Greenside Street Greenside Street  Coatbridge  Coatbridge Unused NS737660 NLC No No

Rosehall No 1 Old Monkland Road  Coatbridge  Coatbridge Unused NS729634 NLC Yes Yes

Rosehall No 2 Old Monkland Road  Coatbridge  Coatbridge Unused NS730634 NLC Yes Yes

Rosehall No 3 Old Monkland Road  Coatbridge  Coatbridge Unused NS731634 NLC No Yes

Sikeside No 1 Paddock Street  Sikeside  Coatbridge Unused NS749638 NLL Yes Yes

Sikeside No 2 Paddock Street  Sikeside  Coatbridge Unused NS750638 NLL No Yes

Sikeside No 3 5-a-side Paddock Street  Sikeside  Coatbridge Unused NS748638 NLL Yes Yes

Souterhouse Culzean Avenue  Coatbridge  Coatbridge Unused NS726638 NLC No Yes

Cardowan No 1 - 7-a-side Cardowan Road  Stepps Steps Unused NS659680 NLL No No

Cardowan No 2 Cardowan Road  Stepps Steps Unused NS660679 NLL No No

Chapman No 1 Lochend Avenue  Gartcosh Steps Unused NS694689 NLL Yes Yes

Chapman No 2 Lochend Avenue  Gartcosh Steps Unused NS694689 NLL No Yes

Gartcosh Social Club No 1
Gartcosh Social 

Club
Steps Unused NS701685 NLC No No

Gartcosh Social Club No 2
Gartcosh Social 

Club
Steps Unused NS702684 NLC No No

Lanrig Lanrigg Road  Muirhead Steps Unused NS682697 NLC Yes

Moodiesburn Avenuehead Road  Moodiesburn Steps Unused NS700703 NLC No Yes

Muirhead Lindsaybeg Road  Muirhead Steps Unused NS684696 NLC No Yes

Calderbank A Park Road  Calderbank  Airdrie Unused NS769630 NLL Yes Yes

Calderbank B Crogal Glen  Calderbank  Airdrie Unused NS770622 NLL No Yes

Caldercruix Elswick Drive  Caldercruix  Airdrie Unused NS822679 NLC Yes No
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Pitch Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 Tier 1,2 or 3 Grid Reference Department F/Lights Changing

Unused Sites (No Bookings Reported by NLL)

Chapelhall Russell Street  Chapelhall  Airdrie Unused NS780626 NLL No Yes

Plains Moffat View  Plains  Airdrie Unused NS792668 NLL No Yes

Plains Moffat View  Plains  Airdrie Unused NS791668 NLL No Yes

Plains Moffat View  Plains  Airdrie Unused NS793669 NLL No Yes

Plains Moffat View  Plains  Airdrie Unused NS797671 NLL No Yes

Bogside Fisher Avenue  Kilsyth  Kilsyth Unused NS714774 NLC No Yes

Burngreen Burngreen Park  Kilsyth  Kilsyth Unused NS722780 NLC No Yes

Queenzieburn Kilsyth Road  Queenzieburn  Kilsyth Unused NS695774 NLL No Yes

Bargeddie Grace Avenue  Bargeddie coatbridge Unused NS696643 NLL No Yes

Abronhill Moss Road  Abronhill  Cumbernauld Unused NS781754 NLL Yes Yes

Cumbernauld Village No 1 Old Glasgow Road  The Village  Cumbernauld Unused NS760756 NLC No No

Cumbernauld Village No 2 Old Glasgow Road  The Village  Cumbernauld Unused NS766758 NLC No No

Westfield Deerdykes Place  Westfield  Cumbernauld Unused NS726728 NLL Yes Yes
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