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Executive Summary 
 
This report seeks approval for the demolition of a block of flats in Rennie Road, Kilsyth. 
The block was extensively damaged by fire in May 2018. From the initial assessment 
potential re-instatement costs are expected to be some £200,000, with a contributory 
excess of £25,000. However, as the flats are in low demand with a high vacancy rate it 
is proposed to re-house the occupants and demolish the block. There are two closes in 
the block, consisting of 11 flats. There are 8 households to be rehoused with 6 currently 
in decant accommodation. 
 

  
 

Recommendations 

 
It is recommended that the Enterprise and Housing Resources Committee: 
 

i. Approve the demolition of the block of flats at 2-22 Rennie Road, Kilsyth. 
 

ii. Agree the re-housing of households in accordance with the procedures adopted 
for the Phase1 re-provisioning project. 
  

 

Supporting Documents 
 
Council business      
plan to 2020 
 

The demolition of the block and re-housing of occupants 
contributes to meeting the Council’s Business Plan Priority of 
improving economic opportunities and outcomes, and improving 
relationships with communities and the Third Sector by the specific 
actions of providing high quality housing and a safe and attractive 
environment that supports the Community Wellbeing. 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



1. Background 
 
1.1 On the 5th and 6th of May this year a block of flats in Rennie Road, Kilsyth was 

substantially damaged by fire. The block has two closes, containing numbers 2- 
12, with six flats, and numbers 14-22 with four flats and a maisonette. Residents 
in the close 14 -22 were provided with emergency accommodation and then 
decanted into alternative properties. Following inspection of the damage by 
insurance assessors and our own technical staff residents from the flats in the 
adjacent close at numbers 2, 6, and 10 were decanted due to concern over the 
roof area covering the flats and the stability of the separating, vertical wall. 

 
1.2 In view of the extent of damage matters were passed to the Risk and Insurance 

Section and subsequently put to tender. Access to the building has not been 
possible until now, pending the shoring up of walls and ceilings and the removal 
of positive asbestos contaminants. 

 
  

  
 
2. Report 
 
2.1 There is very limited demand for the flats in Rennie Road which, coupled with a 

very high turnover identifies them as difficult to let. There are constant repair 
issues over condensation with problems in the common stairwells and areas 
around the blocks because of the severe gradient in this part of Kilsyth. 

  
2.2 In view of this and the cost implications of re-instatement it is proposed to 

demolish the block rather than re-build. This will involve the permanent re-
housing of 8 households, 6 of whom are currently in temporary accommodation. 

 
 
  

3. Equality and Diversity 
 
3.1 Fairer Scotland 
 
 The principles of The Fairer Scotland Duty in addressing socio-economic 

disadvantage will be applied in the re-housing of the involved families and the 
provision of welfare and financial assistance. 

   
3.2 Equality Impact Assessment 
 
 Equality Impacts will be undertaken in line with Council policy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Implications 
 
4.1 Financial Impact 
 
 The demolition will involve the loss of rental income for 11 units. This figure is 

approximately £35,000 per year but requires to be offset by regular repair costs 
and periods of void rent loss. Demolition costs will be subject to discussion with 
the Council’s insurers, with an indicative cost of approximately £50,000. The 
estimated re-statement value is £200,000 with an insurance excess figure of 
£25,000 payable by the Council. There will be an entitlement to residents for 
Homeless and Disturbance payments at around £16,000. 

   
4.2 HR/Policy/Legislative Impact 
 
  This will involve the re-housing of 6 households, with implications for Homeless 

and disturbance payments.  
 
 There are no HR considerations. 
  
4.3 Environmental Impact 
 
 The removal of the block will leave a vacant site. This will be landscaped to match 

the surrounding environment pending wider decisions in the future for the housing 
in the area and possible redevelopment of the site.  

   
4.4 Risk Impact 
 
 In addition to the general safety considerations of any demolition contract this site 

and access to the block is very restrictive. Additional conditions will be needed in 
the methodology for removing the block to address this. 

  
 
 
5. Measures of success 
 
5.1 The success of the project will be measured in positive outcomes and satisfaction 

levels of the tenants involved and the efficiency of the demolition contract. 
 
   

 
 

 
Stephen Llewellyn 
Head of Housing 


