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              Minute of Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on 

 Monday 22nd October 2018 in the Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, Stepps. 

Present: Councillors Ken Maxwell (Chair), Rob Stuart (Vice-Chair), Stewart Donald, 
Grenfell Lang, Iain MacGregor and Sameeha Rehman 

In Attendance:  Cllrs Lynne Anderson and Stephen Goldsack, NLC 

Public:  17 persons 

Apologies: Cllrs Edoardo Ceresa, Ewan and Carol Graham, Marvyn Mackay, Frances 
McAveety; Elaine Smith and Monica Lennon, MSPs; Hugh Gaffney, MP; PC 
Mark Smith, Police Scotland. 

1.0    Opening Remarks/Introductions 

1.1  Chair Ken Maxwell welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for their   
attendance. 

2.0   Apologies:  

21.  Apologies were received as noted above.  

3.0  Minutes of Previous meeting: 

3.1  Subject to minor amendments as detailed: -: ‘seconded’ had been double typed in 3.1. 
Arising was misspelt in 8.3. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 17th September 
2018 were approved, proposed by Iain MacGregor and seconded by Rob Stuart. 

4.0  Community Police 

4.1 Ken Maxwell advised that there had been email correspondence from PC Mark Smith 
relaying that he will be unable to attend but would report the latest crime figures for the 
area on his behalf. 

4.2  Between the period of 20th September and 20th October, there were 96 incident call to 
the police on a range of matters including animals on roads, road traffic matters and 
neighbour disputes. Of these, there were 13 recorded as crimes of which 6 have been 
detected and are undergoing lines of inquiry, notably 2 drug incidents and dangerous 
dogs. 

5.0  Stepps Primary School – Pupil Roll and Accommodation 

5.1  Ken Maxwell welcomed and thanked Lorraine for attending the meeting on behalf of 
Stepps Parent Council. He invited her to address the meeting in order to raise the matter 
around overcrowding at the school.  

Lorraine reported that Stepps Parent Council needs to do more to address the current 
problems as well as the future issues faced by Stepps Primary School. There was to be 
a meeting of the Parent Council the following week where local councillors had been 
invited and would be in attendance.  

Lorraine spoke in more detail as to the specific issue of overcrowding within the school. 
She reported that there were a great number of additional pupils currently at the school 
and for this reason, the school was operating at a capacity of 114%. This is equivalent to 
40 school pupils. In order to try to accommodate all pupils, the school has created an 
additional bay.  

In the current Primary 5 class, it exceeds 30 pupils and currently stands at 34; owing the 
need for two teachers to be present within the one classroom.  

Placing requests for the school were rejected but this decision was overturned by the 
Council and this had only increased the pressure of capacity on both school resources 
and teachers. For anyone who moves into the area, particularly considering the rise in 
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residents with the future developments, there will be no place in the school for their 
children, forcing them to have to resort to other areas outwith Stepps and beyond.  

There are presently 191 male pupils in the school however there is only one cubicle per 
toilet. This is only a fraction of what should be available to such a large number of pupils 
and is thus very concerning that there are too few facilities due to the over capacity of the 
school. 

There are further issues with the dining room unable to cope with the overcrowding. 
Lunch has to take place in three separate sittings with the gym hall being used for those 
pupils with packed lunches. This puts a huge amount of pressure on management staff 
to supervise pupils and also takes their focus away from lesson preparation. As well as 
this, the morning break times are staggered which only increases the pressure faced by 
staff.  

In addition, school assemblies are split because all pupils are unable to fit into the one 
hall. A number of pupils in the school have additional needs and require extra support. 
The increase in pupil capacity increases the noise levels within the school and creates a 
crowded environment which puts an unnecessary unease and difficulty on those pupils.  

The public discussed the duty of care of North Lanarkshire Council Education 
Department to provide a certain standard of education and this standard should not be 
diluted due to forward planning. With the extent of overcrowding and pressure on school 
facilities, this standard failed to be met and action to resolve this must be taken. 

It was noted that North Lanarkshire Council and the housing developers have a legal 
agreement in place for £1.6 million to be spent on North Lanarkshire education facilities – 
however this is not confined to Stepps and therefore does not guarantee the full amount 
being spent locally.  

9.0  Planning Matters 

9.1  New and Pending Applications Rob Stuart said that the list of planning applications was 
not attached to the minutes this time. He informed everyone that there were two new 
applications this month. One application was for a modular office in Buchanan Park and 
the other was the application put forward by Barratt and Cala Homes for the building of 
200 houses at Gateside Farm. In last month’s list, all of the application that were pending 
have since been approved. These were all mainly routine. The work at the Co-op is still 
ongoing. One application remains pending and that is the 30 flats proposed by Clyde 
Valley Housing Association on Cumbernauld Road. Rob Stuart informed planners that 
this application would lead to there being 21 separate access points onto Cumbernauld 
Road which would only increase the current congestion experienced there. Furthermore, 
the planners were told that a four-storey block of flats would be uncommon for Stepps as 
there are no existing buildings of that height. This would make the flats completely out of 
character for the area. Awaiting a response from the planners on these points. 

9.2  Gateside Farm: A meeting was held last week of the Save Stepps Greenbelt Sub-
Committee attended by Rob Stuart where there were several noticeable areas 
discussed. 

First, the number of affordable houses in the organisation original plans (25%) has been 
dropped by the developer to just 15%. There has been no reason given to why this has 
happened and those present felt this was a dishonest change in events and should not 
have been allowed to happen without consultation. Rob Stuart noted that a number of 
the houses planned to be built by the developers could be in excess of £600,000, so to 
only have a small fraction of these considered affordable is disappointing.  

Secondly, there should be no construction access other than Cumbernauld Road. 



  

3 

 

Thirdly, it was decided that each member of the sub-committee should work on a specific 
area. 

Additionally, the boundaries for the proposed site were discussed, including the 
proposed 2.5m high fence around the site. Rob Stuart noted that this would give the 
impression of a jail and it would perhaps be better to have hedging or at least a variety in 
the fencing being used. 

The fifth point made was in relation to the 74 existing trees on site. 9 of these trees are 
technically not on the building site which leaves 65 trees. The rest of the space is being 
used to accommodate buildings. 29 of the trees have been assessed as being in fair/ 
good condition. Rob Stuart notes that this shows there is no reason to remove them. It 
has been suggested that the site is redesigned to accommodate the trees or make sure 
that they remain in parks and green spaces. It was also noted that existing trees not on 
the site that are within private gardens may be affected by the new development due to 
the high fencing being proposed. 

There are a number of drainage issues on Cumbernauld Road. The building site would 
mean there is more water being put into the system. The original drainage put in place 
on Cumbernauld Road took a very long time to install. Despite this, drainage problems 
remain and the development could make it worse by adding more outflows.  

Rob Stuart noted that the initial argument on the proposal is lost and we can only 
comment on the plan as such. 

9.3 Whitehill Farm and Mount Harriet Drive: Still no information from the applicants as to 
their plans for development on these sites and the date of the Public Consultation is 
awaited.  

9.4  Local Development Plan; This is still being drafted by North Lanarkshire Council, but 
publication and start of final phase of consultation is expected soon.  

6.0  Matters arising from previous meetings 

6.1  Drain and Road Repairs There was a meeting with Traffic Wardens and the new 
Business Manager, Alex Ramsey. In terms of town centres being policed by traffic 
wardens, a traffic regulation order must exist. Kilsyth has an order in place which has a 
population of 9000 and we have a population of 7000. Cllr Anderson has inquired why 
Kilsyth has been added and whether the orders were given on the basis of population but 
there was no answer to this. 

It is not a police matter as there are no double yellow lines. At the next meeting, it is to 
be discussed as to why we should have a traffic regulation order in place. 

There are no more bollards needed. There are three planters to go up. Leanne Pollock is 
to be authorising these plans.  

6.2 Fence along railway – Nicolson Court: Marvyn Mackay had reported previously that 
Network Rail had advised the work would be put in the Budget from October. An update 
was now needed as to when the work would be undertaken to replace the fence.  

6.3 Mining Heritage Project: A booklet listing all the miners who had been killed whilst 
working at Cardowan Colliery  has been printed and discussions are taking place 
regarding the launch and the construction of a  Miners’ Memorial in Cardowan.  

6.4 Engagement with Children and Young People: Still an outstanding matter for the Council 
once there is more time and capacity to take this forward via local schools and youth 
organisations. 

6.5 Environmental Action Team referrals: Grenfell Lang reported that no action had been 
taken to date in the areas referred for clean-up. 
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6.6 Seven Lochs Wetlands Park: Secretary has not yet been able to arrange a speaker from 
the Seven Lochs Wetlands Park Project Team.  

6.7  Community Conversations: At the last Community Conversation on Tuesday 2nd October, 
it had been agreed to invite Stephen Singer from Community Links to a future meeting to 
advise the community on how to go about setting a Community Development Trust for 
Stepps. The next Community Conversation with Stephen as the Speaker will be on 
Tuesday 20th November, 2018 at 7.30pm in Stepps Cultural Centre. All welcome.  

6.8 Remembrance Day Commemoration 2018: Information had been received from Ailsa 
Macdonald, Session Clerk, Stepps Parish Church regarding the arrangements for the 
Remembrance Day Services on Sunday 11th November. In addition to the usual 10.55am 
Service at the War Memorial, there would also be a short Service in Stepps Parish 
Church at 6.45pm as part of the National event, Battle’s Over’ commemorating the 
centenary of the Armistice at the end of the first World War. An invitation was extended 
to the Community Council to participate in the Service at 10.55am by laying a wreath and 
to the whole community to attend both the 10.55am and 6.45pm Services. 

7.0  Treasurer’s Report 

Current balance at £1875.37 

8.0  Secretary’s Report 

8.1   Ken Maxwell reported on correspondence received since the last meeting .  

8.2 email from North Lanarkshire Council in response to an enquiry from the Secretary 
stating that the annual grant received from the Council was processed on 12th 
September following receipt of audited accounts from the Auditors on 11th September. 
The email also advised that many aspects of the operation of Community Councils were 
due for review by the Council before the quadrennial elections in 2019.   

8.3 email from North Lanarkshire Council advising that there are four public firework displays 
to take place at various locations in the area. Details available from Secretary.  

8.4 Letter from Royal Mail advising that there is currently a spate of scam mail being 
delivered in the area and giving advice about what to do to. Also, a poster to publicise 
this. Noted and poster to go on the Community Noticeboard.  

8.5 email from North Lanarkshire Council enclosing a copy of the Council’s Winter 
Maintenance Policy. This is available from the Secretary.  

8.7 email from Carol Graham advising of a contact via Facebook regarding a public notice 
issued by Glasgow City Council regarding parking restrictions it intended to impose on 
streets in Millerston some of which were in North Lanarkshire, This needed to be clarified 
as Glasgow City Council could not impose parking restrictions on streets not in Glasgow.  

8.8 Letter from Scottish Government Planning and Environmental Appeals Division advising 
that the Reporter appointed to consider the Appeal against refusal of Planning 
Permission by NLC for 75 Cumbernauld Road, had rejected the Appeal and upheld the 
Council’s decision to refuse the application.  

10.0  Northern Corridor Community Forum & Local Area Partnership  

10.1 There is to be a meeting of the Northern Corridor Community Forum on Tuesday Night 
(23rd October 2018) at 6.30pm in Chryston Cultural Centre.  

11.0  Any other competent business: No matters raised 

12.0 Date of Next Meeting: Monday 19th November 2018 at 7.30pm in Stepps Cultural 
centre, St Andrews Way, Blenheim Avenue, Stepps. 


