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              Minute of Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on 

 Monday 17th December 2018 in the Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, Stepps. 

Present: Councillors Ken Maxwell (Chair), Marvyn Mackay (Secretary); Stewart 
Donald and Iain MacGregor. 

In Attendance:  Stephen Goldsack, NLC;  

Public:  10 persons 

Apologies: Cllrs Edoardo Ceresa, Ewan and Carol Graham, Grenfell Lang, Frances 
McAveety; Iain MacGregor and Sameeha Rehman, Cllrs Lynne Anderson 
and John McLaren, NLC., Elaine Smith, Monica Lennon, MSPs. and Claire 
Wilson Constituency Caseworker to Margaret Mitchell MSP; Hugh Gaffney, 
MP; PC Mark Smith, Police Scotland. 

1.0    Opening Remarks/Introductions 

1.1  Chair Ken Maxwell welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for their   
attendance. 

2.0   Apologies:  

21.  Apologies were received as noted above.  

3.0  Minutes of Previous meeting: 

3.1  Minutes of meeting held on 19th November 2018 were approved subject to correction of 
minor typing errors in paragraphs 6.8 and 6.9, proposed by Stewart Donald and 
seconded by Ken Maxwell.  

4.0  Community Police 

4.1 Marvyn Mackay advised that an email had been received from Sergeant Stephen 
Shanks with the Police Report for the last month.  

4.2  In the period 15th November to 15th December there had been 78 incident calls of which 
7 related to crimes. Four of these had been detected and the remainder were under 
investigation. They included 1 Theft by HB in Reynolds Drive, Common Assault in 
Cardowan Road, Breach of Bail in Cardowan Road, Theft by HB in Inchgower Road, 
Theft by Shoplifting in Cumbernauld Road and a Breach of the Peace in Garfield Place. 
The range of incidents reported was varied and included Road Traffic Offences, suspect 
persons, assisting members of the public, concern for calls, domestic disputes, youth 
disorder and noisy parties.  

4.3 Concerns regarding speeding were raised by Councillors and members of the public at a 
number of locations viz. Lenzie Road past the Bowling Club and on the bray, along 
Cumbernauld Road various locations, between Brewers Fayre and Bannatyne’s; Lenzie 
Road to Co-op and Millerston   Mount Harriet Drive from Blenheim Avenue to Hornshill 
Farm Road and Cardowan Drive. These locations to be reported to the Police for 
possible speed check activity.  

5.0  Matters arising from previous meetings 

5.1  Drain and Road Repairs: Marvyn Mackay reported on blocked drains and flooding at the 
junction of Church Avenue with Lenzie Road. Ken Maxwell commented on the poor state 
generally of the roads and pavements around Stepps and hoped more maintenance 
might be done to bring them up to standard. Local residents reported on flooding on 
Cardowan Road north of the railway bridge before Cardowan Drive. Blocked drains and 
flooding in Whitehill Farm Road were reported again which appears to have resulted 
from cement being poured down a drain. This has been reported previously but not 
rectified.  
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6.2 Fence along railway – Nicolson Court: Marvyn Mackay to ascertain through the factor 
when Network Rail intend to replace the fence as it is supposed to be in this year’s 
budget. General concerns were raised under this item about the very poor service since 
the introduction of the new timetable on 9th December with many trains being cancelled 
and those that were running were often very late. Whilst it was understood that there 
were teething problems and not enough staff and trains, local residents found the level of 
service unreliable and unacceptable.  

6.3 Mining Heritage Project: Marvyn Mackay reported on the meeting held on 29th November 
2018 which had been well attended and very constructive in taking forward this project. A 
brief had been discussed for the landscape architect at the preferred location at the 
junction of Cardowan Road and Kilpatrick Drive. One of the contentious issues on which 
there was not agreement at the meeting was whether the memorial should have the 
names of miners who died working at the pit, the argument against being that this would 
exclude those who died as a result of illnesses acquired at work and died after 
retirement.   

6.4 Engagement with Children and Young People: Still an outstanding matter for the Council 
once there is more time and capacity to take this forward via local schools and youth 
organisations. 

6.5 Environmental Action Team referrals: In Grenfell Lang’s absence three was no report but 
it was noted that no work had been done by NLC at the two locations referred. However, 
regular litter cleaning takes place between Stepps and Auchinloch.   

6.6 Seven Lochs Wetlands Park: Secretary has not yet been able to arrange a speaker from 
the Seven Lochs Wetlands Park Project Team.  

6.7  Community Conversations: Marvyn Mackay reported that at Community Conversation 
held on Tuesday 20th November there had been a very informative presentation by 
Stephen Singer of Community Links who had spoken about and advised how to go about 
setting up a Community Development Trust. It was agreed that in order to do this for 
Stepps, a steering group should be formed and a Community Consultation be 
undertaken with a view to drawing up a Community Plan which would inform and 
determine what the CDT would be expected to deliver for the people of Stepps. This 
work would require a reasonable amount of funding and the meeting had requested that 
the Community Council, as a constituted and partner body, apply for a Big Lottery - 
Awards4All grant on behalf of the Steering Group. This was readily agreed and the 
Community Conversations group were given authority to complete and submit the 
application for funding. The next Community Conversation meeting is on Tuesday 7th 
January 2019 at 7.30pm in the Cultural Centre when it is hoped that the Steering Group 
will be formed.  

6.8 Stepps Primary School – Roll and Accommodation:  Marvyn Mackay reported that he 
had raised the issue of overcrowding at Stepps Primary School and the issues brought to 
the attention of the Community Council by the Parents’ Association. He went on to say 
that whilst one Councillor said education provision in the Northern Corridor was a high 
priority for the Council and plans were being made for increased capacity, there was no 
indication given that there would be an improvement in the short term. In regard to the 
appeals on placement requests being upheld by the Appeals Committee, there was no 
recognition that there had a lack of representation from Stepps Primary School at the 
hearing due to the Head Teacher being on holiday. One local Councillor said she had 
been pursuing this matter with the Council and had been told the administrative staff had 
not considered the Head Teacher would be on holiday when rearranging the Appeal 
Hearing. There followed some discussion about possible ways to take this matter forward 
and it was agreed that the Parents’ Council should be invited to the January meeting to 
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give an update on the situation and what response they had from their representation to 
NLC about this matter.  

7.0  Treasurer’s Report 

7.1 In the absence of the Treasurer, Marvyn Mackay reported that the balance in account 
was £1404.37. The reduction from last month was due to the annual payment of £450 to 
Stepps of the Level for advertising of Community Council meetings. All other invoices 
have been paid and there were none outstanding.  

8.0  Secretary’s Report 

8.1 Marvyn Mackay reported on correspondence received since the last meeting 

8.2  email from Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents: This was in relation to a survey 
which the Society was undertaking to inform a strategy which it is developing on 
Unintentional Injury and Harm in Scotland. Unfortunately, this was received on 27th 
November for completion by 5th December which had not been possible.  

8.3  Letter from Constitution and Cabinet Directorate of the Scottish Government: advising 
that Scottish Ministers had decided to accept the recommendation of the Local 
Government Boundary Commission for Scotland in regard to the transfer of 180 houses 
in Crowwood Grange from Glasgow City Council to North Lanarkshire Council. The 
Order was laid before Parliament on 27th October 2018 and would come into effect on 1st 
April 2019. Whilst some concerns were raised about the impact of this transfer on local 
schools, it was noted that many children in the affected area already attend NLC schools 
via placement requests.  

8.4 email from North Lanarkshire Council regarding arts and crafts opportunities provided by 
NL Leisure in local communities. The 2019 programme can be accessed on the 
Council’s website. 

8.5 email from NLC giving information about the Council’s Sporting Hall of Fame 2019 and 
how to nominate a local Sporting Hero. Further information on NLC website. .   

8.6 Letter from NLC enclosing copy of Minutes of meetings of North Lanarkshire Council, 
Committees, Sub-Committees and Panels to be submitted to meeting of the Council on 
Thursday 20th December 2018. Noted.   

9.0  Planning Matters 

9.1  New and Pending Applications in Rob Stuart’s absence Ken Maxwell reported that there 
was only one new application in regard to a change of the S75 agreement for the 
previously agreed development at Buchanan Business Park. This was in relation to one 
unit to remove the owner’s liability for contribution to education provision should the 
development proceed. The application by Clyde Valley Housing Association to build 33 
residential units on Cumbernauld Road at Loch Road had been withdrawn for reasons 
unknown. 

9.2  Gateside Farm:  There was no information about when the full planning application would 
be considered by NLC Planning Committee. The Sub-Committee Save Stepps Greenbelt 
had agreed to ask the Secretary to write requesting a meeting with the Case Officer for 
the application and a response is awaited.  

9.3 Whitehill Farm and Mount Harriet Drive: No information from the applicants as to their 
plans for development on these sites nor the dates for the Public Consultation. 

9.4  Local Development Plan; Ken Maxwell advised that the Local Development Plan was 
now due to go our for further consultation on 14th January 2019.  

9.5 Save Stepps Greenbelt – Sub Committee Ken Maxwell reported that the Sub-Committee 
continues to meet but is unable to progress the issues on which it is working as the 
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developers have not yet advised of their plans nor set dates for Public Meetings. A 
specific issue has been the submission of comments on the type and design of the 
proposed houses at Gateside Farm and tree preservation on the site.  

10.0  Northern Corridor Community Forum & Local Area Partnership  

10.1 Marvyn Mackay reported that the Northern Corridor Community Forum had met on 4th 
December in the Pivot Community Centre but it had been a poorly attended meeting and 
not much business could be progressed. However, a date was set for the Family Health 
Event and further sub-committee meetings would be arranged early in the New Year to 
make the arrangements for this event on Saturday 23rd February 2019 from 11.00am to 
3.00pm in Chryston High School.  

10.2 Marvyn Mackay reported on the recent meeting of the Local Area Partnership held on 
11h December at Glenboig Community Centre. Apart from the item mentioned above in 
relation to Stepps Primary School, the meeting had been dominated by local residents 
from Gartcosh and their many issues regarding excessive and intrusive housing 
developments and their affect on the environment, local infrastructure and the quality of 
life of existing local residents. It was noted that due to a challenge within the Scottish 
Parliament on the consultation process for the replacement Monklands Hospital, no 
decision could be taken by NHS Lanarkshire on proposals for the future hospital.   

10.3  Ken Maxwell reported on the meeting arranged by Cllr Lynn Anderson held on 22nd 
November to gather and collate views from communities across the Northern Corridor in 
preparation for a meeting she has arranged with Kevin Stewart, Communities Minister It 
was well attended and many good ideas and issues were raised, most of which were 
common to all local communities. These would be collated and presented by Cllr 
Anderson when she meets with the Minister in the New Year.  

11.0  Any other competent business 

11.1 Planters and Bollards on Cumbernauld Road: Marvyn Mackay advised that there had 
been a meeting of local residents and Community Councillors with local Councillors, 
Council Officers from Roads, Assets and the Community Partnerships teams during 
which it was agreed that additional planters would be placed along the pavement outside 
the shops on Cumbernauld Road, Stepps in an attempt to deter vehicles driving and 
parking on this pavement. These would be in place before Christmas.  

11.2 Grit Bin for Cardowan Road at Junction with Cardowan Drive: A local resident reported 
that he had requested that a Grit Bin be placed at this location but his request had been 
turned down by NLC on grounds that there was not space on the pavement and they 
attracted vandalism and inappropriate use as litter bins. This needed to be clarified as it 
was understood NLC encouraged local residents to use grit from bins on the pavement 
and roads in the absence of coverage by their gritting vehicles.  

11.3 Route of Footpath from Auchinloch to Stepps: Cllr Goldsack asked for information about 
the route of this path which was considerably overgrown in places and in particular 
where it emerged in Stepps. He was asking for this information so he could submit an 
application for funding to re-instate and upgrade the path. Information provided by those 
with local knowledge of the path.  

11.4 Planning and Democracy Marvyn Mackay advised that he and some Councillors and 
local residents had meet with Claire Williams from Northern Corridor Volunteers and 
representatives of Planning and Democracy, Scotland which was undertaking a study of 
how local communities were involved and affected in local planning decisions regarding 
larger developments with a view to presenting information to the Scottish Government 
about how to engage and respond better to local issues and concerns. The reps were 
particularly interested in our experience locally on the local plan and specific decisions by 
the Council and the Reporter on Appeals by developers. The group had visited Gateside 
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Farm site and the Mount Harriet and Whitehill Farm sites and taken in issues about 
protection of the greenbelt to the north of Stepps. Planning and Democracy now have 
funding for temporary staff which is enabling them to do much more and be given greater 
recognition by the Scottish Government. They will keep the Council updated on their 
work and more information is available on their website.   

12.0 Date of Next Meeting: Monday 21st January 2019 at 7.30pm in Stepps Cultural Centre, 
St Andrews Way, Blenheim Avenue, Stepps. 


