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Minutes of Meeting – Monday 3rd September 2018 

Attendees 

Joe Duffy (Chair) Stephen Cooper  
Janice Connelly 
John McCann 

Johnjo Leckie 
Ian McKie 

Jason Connelly Rosaleen Jenkins 
Nana McLean Mary McIntosh 
  
Cllr Martin McCulloch 
 
Mary Lees 
James Kelly  
 

Cllr Kenneth Stevenson 
 
James Lees 
Hugh McDonald 

Apologies  

Neil Gray MP Cllr Clare Quigley 
Sgt Alex Pllu Cllr Thomas Cochrane 
Rev. Jonathan Abernethy-Barkley 
Andy Gardiner 
Claire Jones 
Tracey Kennedy 

Mags Murphy 
Chris Jones 
David Henderson 
John Duffy 

 

Welcome & Apologies 

Joe welcomed everyone along to the meeting and apologies were confirmed.   

 

Minutes of Meeting Monday 6th August 2018 & Matters Arising  

Proposed John McCann  Seconded Johnjo Leckie 
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Matters Arising 

Ian raised a concern regarding the way Cllr Cochrane spoke with a member of 
the public at the last meeting. Joe reiterated that this is a personal matter 
between the two parties and is of no concern to the Community Council.  
  
Rosaleen raised that she was unhappy with the June minutes as they did not 
reflect the following issues: 
  

• Ramps at Shotts Railway Station 

• Minutes should be distributed one week before the meeting  

• Names of those attending meeting were not included with the June 
minutes  

  
Janice explained that she had not been in attendance at the June meeting 
therefore John Duffy had prepared the minute for this meeting. Rosaleen was 
advised that the June minutes had been adopted at the August meeting, 
however a note would be added to this minute to reflect her concerns.  
 
Rosaleen was unhappy to learn that it was decided in the August meeting to 
record the meetings in order to write the minutes. Rosaleen raised her 
objection to this. She was advised that the decision was made by vote, which 
was unanimous and therefore carried.  
  
Rosaleen advised that she was unhappy that Cllr Cochrane is only now taking 
forward the issue with the ramps at the station. She has also contacted local 
MSP’s and MP regarding this matter. Rosaleen also stated that the reason 
given previously for not installing lifts at Shotts was due to vandalism, however 
there has been no vandalism at Shotts Station for years.  
  
Joe advised that he is attending a meeting with North Lanarkshire Disability 
Forum to discuss the issue of the ramps due to the distance being outwith 
legislative requirements. Joe invited Rosaleen to attend this meeting with him 
to put her points across.  
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Chairperson’s Report 
 
Welcome to tonight’s meeting.  We do not have any guest speakers tonight so 
hopefully our time can be used to the community council’s advantage. 
 
Thank you to Janice for her contribution in compiling the minutes and 
producing them electronically, this brings me to the problem of a minute 
takers secretary where I think the recording of the meeting will be a big 
advantage and should avoid any confusion in the future. It should be noted 
that there are precedencies for this procedure where other CC’s are using this 
method. (Craigneuk) 
 
This highlights the problem of the amount of work delegated to our secretary 
Janice. 
 
I have attended several functions this month and met with other voluntary 
organisations in particular the North Lanarkshire disability Access Panel. A 
meeting is being organised with a view to having extra support for access to 
the Shotts railway station. 
 
In addition having attended a meeting of the voice of experience group I was 
able to voice a protest at the lack of recognition for the Shotts area with the 
Monklands Hospital consultation group, and pointed out that it is hardly a full 
consultation if the entire community affected are not even invited to any 
meetings and none planned for Shotts. ( there may be an emergency meeting 
if they move themselves) 
 
On examining their proposals it would appear that the reasons for favouring 
Gartcosh is that there is a railway station there and this will be considered a 
big advantage. I pointed out that most people attending hospital are disabled 
in one way or another and as there are very few disabled friendly stations in 
North Lanarkshire they should perhaps consider their options and certainly 
consult in Shotts.  
 
Other matters regarding the minutes to be discussed later 
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Secretary’s Report 
  
Janice advised that she had contacted Catherine Johnstone at NLC after the 
vote deciding to record the meetings in order to produce a more accurate 
minute for each meeting. Catherine advised that another Community Council 
record their meetings on a dictaphone and suggested the same process for 
Shotts. Janice is currently looking into purchasing a dictaphone for this 
purpose.  
 
Stane Gardens 
 
Works were carried out at Stane Gardens over the weekend, the Parks 
department did a fabulous job and the gardens are looking great.  
  
Comments were received on the Community Council Facebook page regarding 
disabled access/access with prams, it was raised that there is no accessible 
pathway to use in order to cut through Stane Gardens instead of having to go 
the long way round Stane.  
  
It was also mentioned regarding the lack of pavement at the bottom of 
Torbothie Brae making it inaccessible for people with disabilities. Janice 
advised that she had raised these issues with North Lanarkshire Disability 
Forum and Joe will be meeting with them later in the month.  
  
MSP Connectors Event  
 
Janice advised that the MSP Connectors Event was well received with positive 
conversations on the day. A summary of the day will be submitted to the 
elected representatives who attended.  
  
 
Quadrennial Community Council elections 
 
The dates for the quadrennial Community Council elections will be announced 
soon. 
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Monklands Consultation  
 
 Janice read out the following statement and letter received from Neil Gray:  
 
Statement  
 
“Thanks for agreeing to discuss my campaign with Alex Neil to stop NHS 
Lanarkshire’s plan to move the new Monklands Hospital to Gartcosh at 
tonight’s meeting. 
 
On the face of it people in Shotts might think “what difference does it make”, 
but the new hospital and its location will have a major impact on people 
around Shotts. 
 
Monklands Hospital serves three purposes, first as a District hospital for the 
people of Airdrie & Coatbridge but also as a centre of excellent for services 
covering the whole of Lanarkshire - such as cancer and renal - and as a district 
Accident & Emergency.  
 
Clearly if Monklands moves closer to Glasgow at Gartcosh the catchment area 
changes and takes in a large chunk of Glasgow, making it more difficult for 
people in Lanarkshire, especially Shotts, to access.  
Keeping the hospital either on the current site or at the Glenmavis site donated 
for nothing by a local businessman (saving £8m), keeps the hospital serving 
Lanarkshire first.  
 
There are also significant problems with the Gartcosh site that NHS Lanarkshire 
has underplayed. The M73 at the site is already congested and there are plans 
approved for 3000 new houses across the road from the proposed new hospital 
site. It would cost NHS Lanarkshire millions to do the necessary road works for 
Gartcosh.  
 
There is also contamination on the proposed Gartcosh site which we think will 
cost about £10m to clear before work begins.  
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In contrast NHS Lanarkshire already owns the familiar current site. The 
Glenmavis site is being gifted for nothing and a new road is being built by the 
Council, which will run past the Glenmavis site, linking Motherwell to 
Cumbernauld, making the Glenmavis site by far the most accessible of the three 
options.  
 
The petition from Alex Neil and is designed to ensure Gartcosh is taken off the 
table and we hope you will support the campaign. Over 3000 people from all 
corners of Lanarkshire have signed already, but we need more signatures to 
make sure the people’s voice is heard.  
 
You can sign here  
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/keep-university-hospital-monklands-in-
central-monklands Or in the paper copies circulating.  
 
You can also make a formal submission to NHS Lanarkshire directly before the 
consultation closes on 15th October. It would be brilliant if the community 
council submitted as others in the area are doing. 
 
If anyone needs any further information or to get involved with the non-party 
campaign please email me at neil.gray.mp@parliament.uk or phone 01501 
821821 or 01236439630 “ 
 
 
Letter 
 
“Dear Calum, 
  
Alex Neil MSP and I are writing to query why Shotts is not part of your new 
Monklands Hospital consultation exercise.  
  
We feel that if your public meetings are to be continued, then Shotts is 
conspicuous in its absence as one of the only towns without its own 
consultation event or one in the very near vicinity.  
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Obviously people in the Shotts area will not be directly impacted as the 
hospital’s function as a district hospital, but they will be in terms of accessing 
services delivered from there for the whole of Lanarkshire.  
  
Clearly a move further west will be of great detriment to people in Shotts in 
terms of travel time and accessibility and it is important they have an 
opportunity to have their say.  
  
We are concerned that the closest consultation event is in Wishaw, which is not 
easily accessible for people in Shotts.  
  
There are venues, such as the healthy living centre, community centre and Bon 
Accord social club which would be able to accommodate such a meeting.  
  
We hope you will advise how you are ensuring the people of Shotts and its 
surrounding areas are able to have their voices heard in this process.  
  
Yours sincerely  
  
Neil Gray MP and Alex Neil MSP” 
 
 
Concerns were raised amongst the Community Council that the hospital was 
being moved closer to Glasgow therefore the additional patients from Glasgow 
would start impacting on hospital waiting times.  
  
It was agreed that an email would also be sent to NHS Lanarkshire from the 
Community Council to request a Shotts meeting.  
  
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
No report as not in attendance. 
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Police Report 
No report as Police Scotland not in attendance. Sgt Pllu is on annual leave. 
  
 
Councillors Reports 
Councillor McCulloch spoke on behalf of himself and Cllr Stevenson. They have 
been busy with local surgeries, casework and community meetings.  
  
They attended the Shotts Youth Forum event which was a great success and a 
credit to the young people of Shotts who organised the event.  
  
There also has been a Strengthening Communities meeting and a Family Fun 
Day Consultation at GBT which were both well attended.  
  
Cllr Quigley and Catherine Carson of GBT are sitting on the Participatory 
Budgeting working group for the Shotts area.  
  
At the previous Local Area Partnership meeting Cllr McCulloch highlighted the 
pockets of deprivation within the Shotts area.  
  
A sponsored walk is being held on Saturday 8th September at Cairneyhead 
Health Walk in Torbothie, in memory of James Fallan to raise funds for 
Fortissat Dementia Support Group.  
There is Japanese knotweed at Charlotte Street however the Parks department 
have advised they are unable to treat it until it flowers otherwise the 
treatment would be ineffective.  
  
Traffic Wardens will come into force in September, there will be four wardens 
initially however this will double to eight wardens by early 2019. It was queried 
if the wardens were outsourced or in-house employees, Cllr McCulloch 
confirmed the wardens are in-house. 
  
Ian mentioned that he had concerns regarding the number of deaths caused by 
cancer. Cllr McCulloch advised that NHS Lanarkshire will be able to provide 
stats on this matter.  
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Johnjo raised that a number of bin tags have been issued recently. Cllr 
McCulloch advised that if there is more than 7% of incorrect materials in a bin 
then it must be tagged, however he wasn’t aware of any issues and asked 
Johnjo to pass the information to him so he could investigate. 
  
Rosaleen raised that Cllr Cochrane has stated on his website that Labour is 
backing the proposed new town centre for Shotts. Cllr McCulloch stated that 
there has only been one meeting with regards to proposals and this is 
something he currently is unable to discuss further however he will make his 
own decisions at the relevant time.  
  
  
AOCB 
A question was received from the floor asking what happened with the 
contaminated waste during the development of Stane Gardens and that 
environmental services took samples of waste at Springhill but did not come 
back with regards to the contaminants. Rosaleen advised that the waste was 
taken away by the contractors to be disposed of.  
  
A complaint was received that there is insufficient signage on the lead up to 
Junction 5 on the M8 to highlight that the junction is for Shotts. 
  
Mary would like an email sent to Monica Lennon to thank her for her offer and 
explain that we are holding off with the invitation until the Shotts Plan is 
complete.  
  
Rosaleen would like more information on the company Engie who has the 
interest in Springhill site as mentioned previously by Cllr Cochrane. She also 
asked for details of a job number that Janice sent her a while back.  
  
Rosaleen Jenkins raised a formal objection to the recording of the minutes. 
This was seconded by Nana McLean. Rosaleen was advised to submit her 
objection in writing to the Community Council.  
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It was raised that instead of Police Scotland spending time with PSYV on the 
speeding campaign, to use the time to actually charge those speeding. It 
appears that Police Scotland are not doing anything for the community as they 
are no longer attending community council meetings either in order to 
determine local issues. It was also suggested that traffic islands would help to 
slow down traffic immensely.  
  
Parking in general around the Shotts locality was again raised as an issue.  
  
Trees at back of Stane Cemetery are dangerous, they are overgrown and too 
tall. They also make it very dark to walk in the cemetery. Mortar and bricks are 
also lying on Cemetery Road. 
  
  
Next meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Monday 1st October 2018, 7.30pm in Shotts 

Community Centre 

 

Close 

Joe thanked everyone for attending and the meeting was closed. 


