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Minutes of Meeting – Monday 6th August 2018 

Attendees 

Joe Duffy (Chair) Jim Malcolm 
Janice Connelly 
John McCann 

Johnjo Leckie 
Ian McKie 

Andrew Gardiner Chris Jones 
John Duffy Claire Jones 
Stephen Cooper David Henderson 
Tracey Kennedy  
  

 
Cllr Thomas Cochrane 
Rev Jonathan Abernethy-Barkley 
 
Ewan Bachell 
 
Heather Malcolm 

Cllr Martin McCulloch 
Nancy Summers  
 
Sarah O’Sullivan 
 
Alan Donnelly 
 

  

Apologies  

Rosaleen Jenkins Cllr Clare Quigley 
Cllr Kenneth Stevenson Mags Murphy 
Alex Pllu 
 
 

Mary McIntosh 
 

 

Welcome & Apologies 

Joe welcomed everyone along to the meeting and apologies were confirmed.   
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Minutes of Meeting Monday 4th June 2018 & Matters Arising  

Proposed Johnjo Leckie  Seconded Ian McKie 

 

Matters Arising 

Monklands Hospital Consultation  

It was raised that there was no consultation event organised for Shotts and 

that we should organise a combined message from all Fortissat Community 

Councils regarding the consultation.   

Cllr Cochrane announced that he objects to the plan to move Monklands 

Hospital to the proposed Gartcosh site and he is disappointed that Shotts was 

not included with the consultation events. 

 

Guest Speakers 

Ewan Bachell & Sarah O’Sullivan – Rural Development Trust 

Ewan & Sarah explained that they could help community organisations address 

training needs, assist with the completion of funding application forms and 

support capacity building within the community. They expressed an interest to 

attend a meeting of Fortissat Fundraising Forum. Janice will arrange.  

 

Chairperson’s Report 

Joe provided a summary of meetings he had attended over the summer recess.  
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Secretary’s Report 

An MSP Connectors day has been organised to tie in with the annual Scotland’s 

Towns Partnership event. This will be held on Thursday 9th August, 1.30pm at 

GBT Shotts. The objective of this event is to showcase the successes and 

highlight the challenges in the community. A buffet lunch will be provided. 

Janice queried if the Community Council still wished an invitation to be 

extended to Monica Lennon for the September meeting, the consensus was to 

postpone this invitation for now until we know more about the plans for 

Shotts.  

Janice has spoken with the animal welfare officer with regards to dog fouling in 

the locality, particularly on the Health Walk. Unfortunately bins cannot be 

placed around the walk however a new bin has been installed at the Cemetery 

Road entrance.  Signage has been placed at all entrances and Janice has 

obtained a box of poo bags to distribute where required. She plans to arrange 

a campaign involving Shotts PSYV regarding litter and dog fouling.  

Janice asked if any Community Councillor’s would prefer a draft copy of the 

minutes emailed to them in advance. Several agreed and provided their 

contact details. Janice also explained that it was difficult for her to take 

minutes and participate fully with the meetings. It was agreed that meetings 

be recorded in order for minutes to be produced. Recordings will be deleted 

once minutes have been agreed at the next meeting,  

It has been raised that some people are experiencing difficulty hearing what’s 

being said in the meetings due to the acoustics of the hall. It was agreed that 

the Community Council would purchase a portable PA system once the new 

grant is received.  

 

 



 

 

Shotts Community Council 

shottscommunitycouncil@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Accounts have been audited and signed and will now be passed to NLC by the 

auditors. 

 

Police Report  

No report as Police Scotland were not in attendance  

 

Councillors Reports 

Cllr Martin McCulloch 

Martin advised that the council had been in recess over the summer however 

he has attended several events such as the school’s award ceremonies and the 

150 year celebration of Shotts Bowling Club. 

Hartwood site 

He also met with Taylor Homes regarding the Hartwood site and is meeting 

with Shirley Linton to discuss exciting plans for Shotts over the next 20 years.  

NLC’s 365 Programme  

The 365 programme will be rolled out in 2019. This will provide children who 

are entitled to a free school meal, a free meal every day of the year even when 

schools are closed. 

Speeding Campaign  

Martin also participated in the Speeding Campaign organised by Shotts PSYV 

which covered Springhill Road and Harthill Main Street.  
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Community Transport  

Cllr McCulloch also advised that cross-party elected representatives were 

working on a not-for-profit Community Transport Project. 

SafeTalk 

Martin advised he has completed SafeTalk suicide training. This training will be 

rolled out in Wishaw. 

 

Cllr Thomas Cochrane 

Ramps at Shotts Train Station 

Tommy contacted Transport Scotland with regards to the ramps at Shotts Train 

Station. He stated that people with disabilities should not have to walk more 

than 150 metres to the platform however at Shotts Station, the distance from 

the disabled bay to the eastbound platform is more than 500 metres, some of 

which is uphill.  

Transport  

Tommy has spoken with SPT to encourage them to consider joining the 365 

and 202 services to provide a bus service which would join Wishaw General 

and Monklands Hospitals.  

Springhill Development  

He advised that Enjie have shown an interest in the Springhill Site. He will 

provide further updates on this matter. 
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Social Media 

Cllr Cochrane also raised that he had again been subjected to abuse online. 

This resulted in a heated exchange of words as a member of the public, who 

was in attendance, felt the comment was being directed towards them, as they 

had posted comments on social media regarding Cllr Cochrane, however 

insisted that they were meant to be a joke. Cllr Cochrane did not accept this 

was a joke due to the nature of the comments posted online. The Chair 

intervened and instructed that issues of a personal nature should not be 

conducted during a public meeting. 

 

 

Rev. Jonathan Abernethy-Barkley 

Jonathan advised that the Community Asset Partnership had raised over £4k to 

fund child places at the Summer Camp held at Shotts Leisure Centre. Funding 

was received from local businesses and Unison. This was the first summer that 

the camp has been able to run for the full summer, which was a great success. 

A ‘Positivity Café’ is being held at the EU Congregational Church on 14 August 

2018, 12pm-4pm, to give people the opportunity to have a cuppa and a chat. 

This free event will include arts & crafts and refreshments, with some home 

baking. Shotts PSYV will be volunteering on the day. All welcome. 

A new initiative ‘Re:dress’ has been launched to distribute pre-loved school 

uniform to those in need. This will be based on referrals from Citizens Advice 

and other community partners. They hope to expand into clothing for job 

interviews and are in dialogue with ‘Dress for Success’ who deal with female 

clothing for job interviews, however Re:dress plan to offer clothing for both 

men and women.  
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Nancy Summers – Wishaw Murdostoun & Fortissat Forum 

Nancy explained that the WMF Forum has been established for nearly 20 

years, their main objective is the health and wellbeing of the Wishaw, 

Murdostoun & Fortissat communities.  

She provided an overview of the support the WMF Forum has given to the 

community which included a donation towards The Big Lunch, a grant to 

Fortissat Dementia Group, boots for Shotts Police Scotland Youth Volunteers 

and a day out for Young Carers which included trampolining and art sessions. 

Nancy advised that NHS Lanarkshire is their main funder.  

The WMF Forum meets the last Thursday of each month at Houldsworth 

Centre, Wishaw, 6.30pm-8.30pm. 

 

AOCB 

Burnbrae Practice 

It was raised that people have to attend the clinic at Newmains to receive 

injections. There is only one doctor with five receptionists and the new 

appointment system is online however not all patients have access to the 

internet. Cllr McCulloch advised that he is already dealing with this matter. 

 

Health Concerns  

Ian advised that he had been approached by concerned members of the public 

regarding the number of cancer diagnosis recently. Similar concerns have been 

raised in Harthill. He would like a test done in the area to determine if there is 

an issue. 
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Grass cutting 

Johnjo raised the reduction in grass cutting by NLC which had resulted in the 

parks being a mess. He explained that 70+ members in Grounds Maintenance 

are taking voluntary redundancy. 

 

Calderhead High School 

It was raised that ivy growing in the School is now affecting neighbouring 

gardens. The school has been given an estimate from NLC to address the 

matter, however the school has not yet responded.  

 

Hannah Park  

Sadly Hannah Park was vandalised recently, however Ian reiterated that 

Hannah Park is available for community use. Anyone interested should contact 

Ian McKie at Shotts Bon Accord. 

 

Aggressive dogs 

It was raised that there are three aggressive dogs running loose at a farm in 

Torbothie, who are attacking members of the public as well as other dogs. 

 

Torbothie Cemetery  

There are several mature trees at Torbothie Cemetery which need to be cut 

down. 
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Shotts Action Plan 

A community consultation is being held at GBT on Saturday 25th August 2018, 

10am-2pm.  

 

Next meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Monday 3rd September 2018, 7.30pm in 

Shotts Community Centre 

 

Close 

Joe thanked everyone for attending and the meeting was closed. 


