
Minutes of the meeting held on  

Wednesday 21st November 2018  

Bellshill Academy  
Welcome The Chairman Tom Taylor MBE welcomed all to 

the meeting.  

  

Present, John Devlin, Liz Duffy, Ann Eadie, Joe Gorman, Duncan McLeod, Ray Mitchell  

MBE (treasurer), Claire Mooney, Helen Morrison, Colin Morrison, Angela Scott, Tom 

Taylor MBE (chairman)  

Councillors Angela Campbell, Harry Curran, Jordan Linden  

  

Apologies:  William Closs, Neil Docherty, Irene Lester, Jonathan McLeod, Billy McQueen,  

Elizabeth Taylor (secretary) Theresa Taylor, Marion Fellows MP, Hugh Gaffney MP,  

Margaret Mitchell MSP, Richard Lyle MSP, Councillor Frank McNally,   

  

Visitors:  Rev. Calum Stark minister West Church, Lillian Faulds, Martin Girvan  

  

Before the minute was approved John Devlin asked where it was in the minute that St 

Gerard’s Hi-Viz vests were delivered, it was not in the minute that these vests will be uplifted 

and only delivered if the schools could not send anyone along to uplift them. After a short 

discussion it was agreed to alter the minute to read that these vests would be given at a 

meeting or it would be agreed to have a representative from the community council to take 

them to a specific school. It was also agreed that as Irene Lester has these locked away and as 

she has been unable to work since her father had passed away the delivery of these vests 

should be left until Irene has returned.  

  

Minutes:  Were then approved by John Devlin Seconded by Claire Mooney.  

  

Business Arising:  

1. Hi viz vests- Noble Primary has replied and asks if someone can deliver the vests to 

the school. This to be arranged when vests are available.  

2. Bellshill Miners Welfare – Waiting on reply from Andrew McPherson.  

3. Rubber Speed Mats for Hattonrig Road – situation ongoing with police speed checks. 

John Devlin then mentioned it was not matting but rubber lines to mark the usage & 

speed of drivers.  

4. Parking Attendants – ongoing but they have started and do have uniforms where they 

will be noticeable. Various members & councillors spoke on this subject, giving the 

assurance that it should work and that shops getting deliveries will be allowed to have 

this in place. Outside Bumble Bee Nursery this area to have some leeway when 

parents are dropping off and uplifting their children.  

5. Family Fun Day –Liz Duffy has been to see the West Church halls and needs to set a 

date for the subcommittee to meet as soon as possible. A date was then asked for and 

was agreed that provisional date would be the first week in June. Liz has spoken with 

Calum Stark and the halls will be available to have this event. D McLeod remembered 



all that NLC paperwork needs to be sent to them fully filled in to make sure that the 

fun day can operate safely.  

  

  

  

Correspondence  

  

1. VANL “Let’s Get REAL Healthy Workshop” for women Saturday 15th December in 

New Wellwynd Church, Airdrie. 10am – 1pm.  

2. NLC Toy giveaway Events Bellshill – Orbiston Neighbourhood Centre Drop Off 

Wednesday 5th December 3pm-7pm. Giveaway Thursday 6th December 2pm-5pm. 

Jordan Linden then indicated that Richard Lyle’s office will be used as a drop off 

point as well.  

3. VANL- Trustee Essentials-Scottish Governance Code for the Third Sector.  

4. VANL-Just Enterprise: Free Market Research workshop: Coatbridge Friday 7th 

December   

5. SCVO Join us at the Gathering 2019. Confirming sponsor will be Keegan & Pennykid 

insurance brokers & financial advisers.  

6. SCVO Attend our AGM 22 November John McIntyre Conference Centre Edinburgh 

between 4.30 and 6.30pm.  

7. SCVO- Training and Events team information.  

8. Flyer from HAGS arena events equipment.  

  

Planning Application Lists -   Duncan informed these were within accepted limits, these are 

still being sent to my home but I will contact them to have the contact details altered.  

  

Police Report:  No police present. John Devlin indicated that they were coming which 

means that they were called away on business.   

1. Some members then asked about the legislation on fireworks where a lot of the 

members felt that this need to be addressed to limit the time when these fireworks can 

be sold and when they can be let off. It was indicated that this is in the hands of the 

Scottish Government.   

2. John Devlin brought forward again about the lights at Shawhead flyover, where 

drivers are ignoring the lights and there may be the possibility of a serious accident 

waiting to happen. Possibility of painting chevrons/yellow box markings at this 

junction might help.  

  

Crime Prevention Panel:  Hi-Viz vests all schools will receive these soon.  

  

Treasurers Report: This was given by Ray Mitchell MBE. Copies of the accounts were 

placed on the table for anyone to take away.  

  

Presentation Slot:  It was requested that this space needs to be used more effectively. It was 

agreed that the councillors will organise a presentation by the housing for the January 

meeting. It was also suggested that this part in the agenda was the idea from Irene Lester 



where she felt she could get people along to give us a presentation at various meetings 

throughout the year. It was accepted that this should be left to Elizabeth & Irene to fill the 

part of the agenda. It was suggested that we could have something from the Financial 

Inclusion Team at a future meeting  

  

AOCB:     

1. Remembrance Service & Parade D McLeod indicated that he has just sent a thank you 

into the Bellshill Speaker today, he then thanked all the members here that came along 

and supported this event.  

2. New housing build consultation in Orbiston Neighbourhood Centre Monday 26th 

November 3-7pm. A discussion then ensued on this subject of social housing. A few 

members spoke asking the council to look into different types of build looking 

towards disabled with families. Some members felt that the way forward to build 

houses that people want & need needs to be looked into. The councillors suggested 

that this idea should be taken to the consultation event and passed onto the people 

there who will take these ideas forward. Some of the councillors then stated that when 

they build these new houses, they will be demolishing the tower blocks which means 

the families living within them will need to be housed. Some members felt that why 

demolish the towers could they used for asylum seekers. A few members felt that this 

was unacceptable and that asylum seekers are looked after through current legislation.  

3. Joe Gorman then brought up an article in this week’s Bellshill speaker about using the 

Restorative Justice System to use the members to tidy up the Main Street and 

surrounding areas. Some of the councillors stated that this would not be possible 

owing to legislation. It was stated that the Restorative Justice System is working well 

and the personnel in this group are doing great work in and around the Bellshill area, 

tiding up church grounds and painting railings etc.  

4. In this week’s Bellshill Speaker there was an article on the sensory garden located 

within Bellshill Academy. It was noted the absence of Walter Baker from the 

photograph, who put a great deal of work and effort into the gardens in Bellshill 

Academy. A few members spoke on this issue and it was stated that no one knows if 

Walter was invited or not to attend. This issue should be between the school and 

Walter Baker.  

5. A few members then brought up the people begging on Main Street & the walkway 

into Tesco were some members of the public were being harassed. D McLeod then 

stated that if people are being harassed by these people then the first port of call 

should be the police station. A few members felt that this type of activity brings down 

Bellshill image and these people should be discouraged from begging. Some members 

felt that in some cases this was a front for professional beggars where they are 

dropped off in the morning and then uplifted after their shift, these people need to be 

watched closely.  

6. Food Banks were then asked about as this maybe the time to help them where maybe 

some gloves, scarves and toiletries could be donated. D McLeod suggested if anyone 

wishes to donate, he would be willing to take along to the EU Church. A few 

members then suggested that hot meals could be dished out from some premises for 

those that really need it. Possibly could have where anyone could get a free meal and 

if someone wishes to donate something to cover the cost of their meal then someone 



who might not be able to afford the price of a meal. John Devlin suggested that the 

Salvation Army could be contacted to see the viability for this idea.   

7. Teen Challenge Bus could be used more within the Bellshill area as it has not been 

seen for some time. Jordan Linden has visited this venture and works well. D McLeod 

has seen this bus on the Main Street but is not well used. Maybe need to look at 

upgrading this facility.  

8. Ballantyne Bus & SPT buses Jordan Linden stated that the representative from NLC is 

Councillor Colin Cameron. He could be contacted to ask about this issue.  

9. John Devlin brought forward the issue of the kids play are in Clay Crescent which is 

littered with glass and dog’s dirt. The bark needs replaced. The gate needs replaced, 

and the grating needs cleaned out Jordan Linden stated that all of these concerns are 

being dealt with, but he will chase them up.  

10. Music lessons in schools John Devlin brought this up at the last meeting Councillor 

Angela Campbell stated that this need to be addressed by the Scottish Government 

which is an ongoing issue.  

11. John Devlin brought up issues with the Bruce Medical Centre which then developed 

into a full discussion on palliative care within hospitals and the good points and bad 

points within our hospitals, needs upgrading. Various members gave brief reports on 

their own experiences but was felt that this was personal and should only be noted. 

Each member needs to be aware that a written report should be sent into any hospital 

if any issues are highlighted and not just forgotten about. If people do not complain 

then surely the hospitals may think that all is fine.  

  

  

The Vice Chair then asked for any more business for the Community Council.  

  

 As this completed all the business at tonight’s meeting the Chairman closed the meeting.  

  

Next Meeting  
  

The meeting will be held on  

Wednesday 19th December 2018 

in Bellshill Academy  


