
Kirkwood Community Council 
Minutes of meeting held in Woodside Bar 3/9/19 - 7 pm 

 
Present - Richard O’Hara (Chairman), John Campbell (Vice Chairman), Rachel 
Mooney (secretary), Agnes Kerr (treasurer), Councillor Mary Gourlay, Cathy 
McDonald, kirkwood resident. 
  
Apologies received from – Christine Flanagan and Peter Hanlon 
   
Minutes of the last meeting proposed and seconded. 
 
Richard confirmed he had attended a meeting with VANL to discuss 
Environmental Change and KCC’s part of VANL. 
 
Agnes reported there was £1713 in the bank account, £638 received as a 
council grant. 
 
Rachel confirmed all emails received have been forwarded to Richard for his 
reference. 
 
The nominations for KCC were discussed.  John nominated Rachel as secretary, 
this was accepted by Rachel.  Agnes was nominated as Treasurer, she 
accepted.  
 
John asked about future meetings and where they would be held in future.  
Possibilities are The Woodside and St. Monica’s Hall.   
 
Richard mentioned The Sports Barn and confirmed still nothing decided.  He 
also mentioned the Old St Monica’s Chapel Hall.  He is still actively seeking 
quotes.  Mary mentioned speaking to the Diocese.  Agnes pointed out that the 
hall is still being used.  Rachel mentioned that Mary Cope has stated that there 
have been occasions when this hall would need to be used as the new hall was 
fully booked.  Agnes asked if this hall was to be used then who would run it.  
John said he would be available.  As there are repairs still needed done then 
who is responsible.  Mary asked if there was a committee attached to the old 
hall.  What repairs are needed.  Richard mentioned the disabled toilets and 
roof and some other repairs.  The committee discussed that without consent 
for usage then what are the options.  Richard did say however that the hall was 



in relatively good repair.  Mary mentioned the Old Monkland Community 
Centre usage and that the old hall could be the same.   
 
Richard mentioned the Kirkwood Residents Association and confirmed this is 
working well for now.   
 
Rachel mentioned the local buses and the cancellation of one of them as of the 
16th of September.  What happens to the community who use these buses?  
Dial a bus was mentioned but these are for disabled users only.  It was 
suggested that a petition be started for the local community to sign.  Sadly this 
is not a profitable area and this might be a reason for the buses being 
cancelled.  Another reason possibly being that the scheme buses, which were 
cancelled, were of more use to the elderly.  Not everyone is able to walk to bus 
stops and there for not using the service.  It was discussed that Silverdale 
might be taking over.  Mary confirmed she will check is there was a license 
applied for, for this.  Essbee might also be in the running to take over the bus 
routes.  Mary mentioned the cuts of 30 million to Council spending.  This could 
affect the school bus services in the future.  An option of a private bus hire for 
the children who live out with the 2 mile allowed distance was also discussed.  
Rachel expressed her concerns as to how children would get to school safely 
with buses not being available. 
 
Rachel mentioned the pedestrian lights at the tesco.  Well done all involved.  
They are working well.  Although there are a few cars who still park there and 
stopping on the zig zagged areas.   
 
Richard handed out the forms for the nomination papers. 
 
Richard thanked everyone for attending. 
 
Next meeting to be confirmed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


