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Executive Summary 
The purpose of this report is to advise the Audit & Scrutiny Panel of the current process for 
the recording and monitoring of Vacant and Derelict Land (V&DL), what the information is 
used for and to explain why it is difficult to set targets for the annual net take up or reduction 
of V&DL across North Lanarkshire within the council’s Strategic Performance Framework. 
 

Recommendations 
It is recommended that the Panel 
 

1. Note the content of this report and the fact that it is not possible to set specific 
targets for the general reduction of V&DL across North Lanarkshire given that the 
council has limited control over the factors that underpin the amount of V&DL 
created, remediated, redeveloped or required to be added to North Lanarkshire’s 
V&DL Register. 

 
2. Note that the council will report on the net removal or addition of land to North 

Lanarkshire’s V&DL Register on an annual basis as part of the council’s Strategic 
Performance Framework. 
 

3. Note that the council will introduce annual targets that reflect spending directed 
specifically at tackling V&DL through, for example, the Scottish Government’s 
Vacant and Derelict Land Fund (VDLF) Programme and other capital funding. 

 

The Plan for North Lanarkshire 
Priority  Improve the health and wellbeing of our communities 

Ambition statement (25) Ensure intelligent use of data and information to support fully 
evidence based decision making and future planning 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1. Background 
 
1.1 A significant amount of V&DL exists across North Lanarkshire which can act as a major 

constraint to development, cause blight to local communities, and undermine the 
overall attractiveness of the area as a place to live, learn, work, invest and visit  

 
1.2 V&DL is often persistent and the overall amount of V&DL within North Lanarkshire has 

changed little over the past decade (where sites are added to the V&DL Register at a 
similar pace as which they are removed). Given its importance as a source of land for 
new development, coupled with the problems often associated with developing such 
sites, it is one of the few land use resources that is regularly surveyed across Scotland.  

 
1.3 All local authorities are required to submit details and measurement of V&DL within 

their area to the Scottish Government on an annual basis. Statistics published by the 
Scottish Government are in the form of an annual Statistical Bulletin which has been 
available since the late 1980s. The data provided, as well as outlining changing amount 
and type of derelict land, is also used to determine which councils receive specific 
funding through the Scottish Government’s annual VDLF Programme. North 
Lanarkshire has received VDLF since 2004 (although the council has only managed 
this since 2006) with annual allocations normally ranging between £2M and 2.5M. 

 
 

 
2. Report 
 
2.1 North Lanarkshire Council has over 1,396 ha of V&DL (2019 V&DL Survey) on 516 

sites, which equates to roughly 3% of the entire council area. Of this total 87% or 1,218 
ha (400 sites) is classified as derelict – that is, previously developed land which has a 
physical constraint caused by a previous use which hampers its redevelopment or 
naturalisation. The remaining 13% of the total, or 178 ha (116 sites) is defined as urban 
vacant – that is, previously developed urban land, without physical constraint, which 
the Planning Authority has indicated is currently available for redevelopment.  

 
2.2 To put the North Lanarkshire figures in perspective it should be noted that national 

statistics from the 2018 Survey show that there were 11,037 ha of registered V&DL in 
Scotland across 3,548 sites. 

 
2.3  One of the main issues relating to the monitoring of V&DL is the substantial amount of 

change that occurs year on year as sites are added or removed from North 
Lanarkshire’s V&DL Register.  In North Lanarkshire over 27.5 ha of land (40 sites) was 
removed from the 2019 Survey following its redevelopment, the main take up being for 
residential land use which accounted for 22.7 ha of this total (28 sites). Unfortunately 
land is also being continually added to the V&DL Register as sites fall out of productive 
use through abandonment or demolition, and this amounted to 48.5 ha (31 sites).  As 
a consequence, the amount of land coming on and off the register annually is highly 
variable, with overall net reductions during some survey years and net additions on 
other years. To put this in a longer term context, since 2003, some 1,414.6 ha of land 
has been removed from North Lanarkshire’s V&DL Register – this is roughly equivalent 
to the current amount of V&DL remaining across the full council area. However, due to 
other sites coming on to the register, the actual amount of V&DL has only declined by 
around 7.5% or 112.66 ha since 2003. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
2.5 In general, most sites are added to or removed from the V&DL register as a result of 

new build development or the abandonment/demolition of property either by the private 
or public sector. As such the council has limited control over the net amount of land 
actually added to or removed from the register in any given year. 

 
2.6  Added to this, the planning status of a site is key in determining whether a site should 

be added to or removed from the V&DL Register and a change in its designation can 
see a site added or removed from the register in any given survey year without any 
development or abandonment taking place. For example, if an open space site is 
designated as open space and it is fit for that purpose (even if it had a former 
use/development on site), then it would not be added to the V&DL Register. If, 
however, the status of this site changed (through for example designation for 
residential use via planning consent) and the site is subject to abnormal site conditions 
relating to this new designation, then it would be added to the register without any 
physical works actually taking place even though this site may not actually ever be 
developed. 

 
2.7 Given the above complexities, the highly variable nature of changes to the amount of 

land on the V&DL Register and the limited control which the council has on the amount 
of land added and removed from the V&DL register as a result of private sector activity, 
it is not possible to set a target for the general reduction of V&DL within North 
Lanarkshire through the Strategic Performance Framework although it is proposed that 
net reduction or addition is reported on an annual basis. 

 
2.8  Whilst the council has limited control in relation to the overall changes to the amount 

of land added to or removed from North Lanarkshire’s V&DL Register, we do have in 
place programmes to support the remediation and improvement of V&DL. This 
includes funding specifically provided for this purpose through the Scottish 
Government’s VDLF Programme (annual grant funding which the Council has received 
since 2006) as well as other funding streams which have been used to support capital 
works on V&DL sites including: Regeneration Capital Grant Fund (RCGF), Housing 
Revenue Account, the council’s Capital Programme and private sector joint venture 
funding.  The council also approves priorities for the Scottish Government’s Affordable 
Housing Supply budget through its annual Strategic Housing Investment Plan (SHIP) 
which supports development of V&DL sites. 

 
2.9 The council is one of five local authorities which, with high levels of V&DL located within 

urban settlements, receive ring-fenced VDLF. Since 2008 this funding has been used 
to: 

 
• bring almost 37ha of V&DL into productive re-use (including 7ha for industrial and 

office use) to allow these sites to be removed from the V&DL register (with a further 
7ha due to be removed in 2020 following the completion of Ravenscraig Park); and 

• enabling the redevelopment of a further 29ha of V&DL for future redevelopment (again 
primarily for economic end use) 

 
2.10 Spending of the VDLF is for projects which address inequality and either support 

greening projects, business and industrial development or the development of 
community facilities. It cannot be used to fund residential, retail or major infrastructure 



 
 
 
 
 

projects and must be used to address long-term vacant and derelict land sites - sites 
which have been on the V&DL Register for at least 15 years. 

 
2.11 It should also be noted that VDLF is not only used to remediate and remove V&DL 

sites from the register (through this investment alone) but can be used as enabling 
investment to promote future investment in sites. This model has been used very 
successfully through Fusion Assets (the councils arm’s length property development 
company) whereby every £1 VDLF allocation made in the improvement of business 
and industrial land has helped to attract or secure a further £6 investment (through 
other financial instruments, other grant funding or private sector joint ventures) on 
completed developments. 

 
2.12 Given that the council controls the investment made through the VDLF and other 

funding streams, it is proposed that, through the Strategic Performance Reporting 
Framework, the council sets targets and reports annually on the level of investment 
made by the council in V&DL remediation and amount of V&DL improved or 
remediated as a result of this. 

 
 

 
3. Equality and Diversity 
 
3.1 Fairer Scotland Duty 
 
 It is well recognised that V&DL continues to act as a barrier to community and 

economic regeneration and as such addressing this issue forms a key part of the 
council’s Economic Regeneration Delivery Plan’s (ERDP) Ambitions. 

 
 Promoting inclusive growth sits at the heart of the Council’s Ambition Programme and 

work the council is undertaking to bring V&DL back in to productive re-use will support 
this by: 

 
• helping to grow the local economy which will in-turn increase North Lanarkshire’s 

tax base and thereby investment which can be made across local public services; 
• promoting and enabling investment that will create and improve access to new and 

better employment opportunity; and 
• creating infrastructure that will allow all of North Lanarkshire’s communities to have 

access to leisure, learning and employment opportunity. 
 
 It should also be noted that a high percentage of V&DL within North Lanarkshire is 
 located within our most disadvantaged areas. 
    
3.2 Equality Impact Assessment  
 

 An overarching Equalities Impact Assessment (EIA) has been undertaken as part of 
the development of North Lanarkshire’s ERDP, ensuring that any potential adverse 
equalities impacts as a result of the plans developed through this strategy (including 
strategy for the remediation of V&DL) are minimised or negated where possible. 
 
In addition to this, a specific EIA will be carried out for each project delivered through 
programmes such as the VDLF as part of the council’s project management process. 

   
 



 
 
 
 
 

4. Implications 
 
4.1 Financial Impact 
 
 Any targets set to allow the council to support the remediation and regeneration of 

V&DL will have capital financial implications in relation to potential investment made 
through the council’s capital programme or other funding streams such as the VDLF. 

   
4.2 HR/Policy/Legislative Impact 
 
 This report has no HR, Policy or Legislative Impact. 
   
4.3 Environmental Impact 
 
 Projects delivered through programmes such as the Scottish Government’s VDLF 

Programme can bring significant environmental improvement/benefit (as exemplified 
by a range of greening and community projects which have been completed such as 
Ravenscraig Park, Wishawhill Wood BMX Pump Track and community allotments at 
Viewpark and Mossend) as well as improve long term and unsightly V&DL which 
continue to blight local communities. 

  
4.4 Risk Impact  
 
 The key risk issue is that the council fails to continue to invest in the improvement and 

reduction of V&DL within North Lanarkshire which leads to a worsening situation 
across the local authority area and significant impact on the local economy, the 
environment and communities. 

 
 

 
5. Measures of success 
 
5.1 The continual monitoring of V&DL allows the council to provide information to the 

Scottish Government to demonstrate that the council has a significant amount of V&DL 
that is of a sufficient scale and proximity to urban communities to enable the council to 
continue to access funding through the Scottish Government’s VDLF. 

5.2 This enables the council to use these funds, as well as additional funding sources, to 
target the remediation and take up of V&DL sites to support delivery of economic, 
environmental and community opportunities and outcomes.  

 
6. Supporting documents 
 
6.1 Scottish Government Scottish Vacant and Derelict Land Survey (2018) - Statistics 

Bulletin 
 

https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547160.pdf 
  
6.2 North Lanarkshire Council Vacant and Derelict Land Summary Statistics 2003-2019 
 
 
 

https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547160.pdf
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Head of Planning and Regeneration 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 

 


